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Tree Crop Revolution Set for November
Launch as Gov Eno Visits AKADEP 
Directs agency to operate under SSG's office 

overnor Umo Eno, has Ga n n o u n c e d  t h at  t h e 
much-an�cipated Tree 

Crop Revolu�on, will be officially 
launched in November 2025, 
following his visit to the Akwa 
I b o m  S t a t e  A g r i c u l t u r a l 
D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m m e 
(AKADEP) premises in Uyo.

The ini�a�ve, a key component of 
his administra�on’s agricultural 

transforma�on agenda, is 
aimed at boos�ng palm oil 
produc�on, crea�ng rural 
wealth, and restoring Akwa 
Ibom’s posi�on as a leading 
palm oil-producing State in 
Nigeria.
During an inspec�on to 
AKADEP on Tuesday, October 
14, Governor Eno directed 
that the agency, formerly 
under the supervision of the 
Ministry of  Agriculture, 
should now operate as a 
stand-alone ins�tu�on under 
the Office of the Secretary to 
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Furthermore, AKADEP is mandated to deploy at least 
two extension workers to each of the designated 
farms across the ten federal cons�tuencies, while 
the Agriculture and Food Security Commi�ee will 
oversee the off-take of produce during harvest 
p e r i o d s ,  re affi r m i n g  t h e  a d m i n i st ra� o n ’s 
commitment to leveraging agriculture as a strategic 
driver for food security, rural development, and 
sustainable wealth crea�on in line with the ARISE 
Agenda.

Meanwhile, the Secretary to the State Government, 
Prince Enobong Uwah, has assumed an oversight of 
AKADEP, pledging the full coopera�on of his office to 
ensure the revitalisa�on of the agency, and fast-track 
Governor Eno's tree crop revolu�on.

In his remarks during an inaugural 
strategy mee�ng he convened with the 
Akwa Ibom Agricultural Development 
Programme (AKADEP) and the State 
Commi�ee on Agriculture and Food 
Security at Government House, Uyo, on 
Thursday, October 16, the SSG said, 
“His Excellency has given a clear 
direc�ve on the Tree Crop Revolu�on 
and expects visible results within a 
d efi n e d  � m e l i n e .  We  a re  f u l l y 
commi�ed to that goal. With AKADEP 
now directly under the Office of the 
Secretary to the State Government, we 
are posi�oned to ensure faster 
coordina�on and �mely result.”

the  State  Government 
(SSG).

H e  a l s o  o r d e r e d  a n 
immediate overhaul and 
remodeling of the exis�ng 
infrastructure within the 
facility to ensure it meets 
the opera�onal needs of the 
forthcoming agricultural 
ini�a�ve.

The Tree Crop Revolu�on, 
earlier announced by the 
Governor, will be managed 
by the Akwa Ibom State 
A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  F o o d 
Security Commi�ee, chaired 
by Prof. Okon Ansa, a former 
Commissioner for Agriculture in the State, with Prof. 
Trenchard Ibia, a former Agriculture Commissioner 
as member, among other experts.

According to Governor Eno, the programme seeks to 
expand palm oil cul�va�on using high-yield varie�es, 
create genera�onal wealth for rural farmers, and 
s�mulate economic growth across the ten federal 
cons�tuencies of the State.

The Governor, disclosed that the Commi�ee will 
operate from the remodeled AKADEP premises, 
working closely with the Office of the SSG to ensure a 
seamless rollout of the ini�a�ve. The facility will also 
host a nursery for improved palm seedlings, which 
wi l l  be distr ibuted to farmers across  the 
cons�tuencies.
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GOV ENO ON AN INSPECTION VISIT TO AKWA IBOM AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (AKADEP) PREMISES
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Corpora�on (AKICORP) as members, has a six-
week mandate to submit its report.

Governor Eno charged EXCO members to 
remain steadfast in service delivery and 
collabora�on to ensure the full realisa�on of 
the ARISE Agenda for the overall development 
of the State.

In the health sector, the Council reviewed the 
report of the Inter-Ministerial Commi�ee on 
the Implementa�on of the State of Emergency 
in the Health Sector and approved several 
interven�ons. These include, the recruitment of 
doctors and medical professionals, increment 
of special and peculiar allowances for health 
workers, implementa�on of the skipping policy 

in the health sector, and the rehabilita�on of selected 
hospitals and primary healthcare facili�es across the 
State.

The Council also approved the commissioning of the 
General Hospital, Ukanafun, scheduled for November 10, 
as part of ongoing efforts to strengthen healthcare 
delivery, among others.

Addi�onally, the council considered and 
approved a memo for the Establishment of the 
Office of the Public Defender under the Ministry 
of Jus�ce to provide free legal representa�on to 
indigent residents and ensure they receive fair 
treatment under the law, as well as ra�fied 
FGPC memos on various ongoing projects in the 
State.

The Akwa Ibom State Government, has taken a 
major step towards strengthening teacher 
educa�on and human capital development, as it 

approved the upgrading of the College of Educa�on, 
Afaha Nsit, to the Akwa Ibom State University of 
Educa�on.

Governor Umo Eno, announced the approval 
on Monday, October 13, during the State 
Execu�ve Council (EXCO) mee�ng, held at 
Government House, Uyo. He said the decision 
aligns with the Human Capital Development 
component of the ARISE Agenda, aimed at 
improving the quality of educa�on and 
enhancing professional standards among 
teachers.

As part of the resolu�ons reached, the 
Governor approved the cons�tu�on of a 
Special Implementa�on Commi�ee to realign 
and update ministerial responsibili�es. The 
commi�ee, chaired by the Secretary to the 
State Government (SSG),  with the Head of Civil Service, 
Execu�ve Assistant to the Governor, A�orney General 
and Commissioner for Jus�ce, Solicitor-General, and the 
Managing Director of Akwa Ibom State Investment 

AKSG Moves to Upgrade College of Education, 
Afaha Nsit, to Akwa Ibom State University of Education
Approves key sector interven�ons
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Governor Umo Eno, has ordered 
the revoca�on of all illegal land 
alloca�ons at the Tropicana 

Layout in Uyo, as part of efforts to restore 
order and align development in the area 
with the State’s original master plan.

Speaking with Government House 
Correspondents a�er inspec�ng the 
designated site for the proposed ARISE 
Shopping City, on Tuesday, October 14, 
Governor Eno cau�oned individuals and 
g r o u p s  a ga i n s t  e n c r o a c h i n g  o n 
government lands, stressing that such 
ac�ons undermine the State’s long-term 
development goals.

“Even though the land has remained unused for 
years, there has been excessive encroachment. 
That is why I have come here to revoke every �tle 
and ac�vity inconsistent with the original master 
plan,” the Governor declared.

He explained that the ini�a�ve to build the ARISE 
Shopping City stems from his administra�on’s 
commitment to expanding the State’s tourism 
ecosystem, alongside the ongoing comple�on of 
the 5,000-seat Ibom Interna�onal Conven�on 
Centre and the 200-room Ibom Interna�onal Hotel.

Governor Eno reaffirmed his vision to transform 

Akwa Ibom into a world-class tourism hub by 
harnessing and integra�ng diverse assets across 
sectors such as culture, agriculture, avia�on, and 
hospitality into a comprehensive tourism master 
plan.

According to him, the ARISE Shopping City will 
serve as a modern commercial and leisure 
des�na�on, where tourists can conveniently 
access accommoda�on, event venues, shopping 
outlets, and recrea�onal facili�es in one integrated 
loca�on.

“We want a shopping city that hosts interna�onal 
brands, a place where tourists can relax, shop, and 
enjoy leisure without the need to travel abroad. 
The ARISE Shopping City will provide that same 
quality and experience right here in Akwa Ibom,” 

he said.

The Governor Eno disclosed that the 
ARISE Shopping City project has a 
comple�on target of 12 months, no�ng 
that with the State’s robust infrastructure 
and prevailing peace, Akwa Ibom is 
poised for a major boost in tourism 
investment and visitor inflow upon 
comple�on of  i ts  hospital i ty  and 
recrea�onal development.

Gov Eno Revokes Illegal Land
Entitlement at Tropicana Layout

Explains Ra�onale Behind ARISE Shopping City Establishment 
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Philomena Uma Ukpai, 
Governor Eno prayed for 
d i v i n e  co m fo r t  a n d 
strength for her, the 
children, and all spiritual 
sons and daughters of 
t h e  d e c e a s e d .  H e 
encouraged her to carry 
on the late evangelist’s 
vision and uphold his 
e n d u r i n g  l e g a c y  o f 
evangelism and service 
to humanity. 

In her response, the 
deceased wife expressed 
g r a � t u d e  t o  t h e 

Governor and members of the State Execu�ve 
Council for the visit, describing it as a great 
source of encouragement to the family. She said 
the family accepts her husband’s passing as the 
will of God, no�ng that “only what God allows 
can happen."

While reflec�ng on their 48 years of marriage, 
Pastor Ukpai appreciated the prayers and 
support of great ministers such as Bishop David 
Oyedepo and Pastor E.A. Adeboye during her 
husband’s illness.

Pastor Umo Eno, on Monday, October 13, 
led members of the State Execu�ve 
Council on a condolence visit to the family 

of the renowned evangelist and founder of the 
Uma Ukpai Evangelis�c Associa�on, Rev. Dr. Uma 
Ukpai, describing his passing as a monumental 
loss to Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria, and the global 
Chris�an community.

Speaking during the visit at the Ukpai family 
residence in Uyo, Governor Eno paid glowing 
tributes to the late preacher, maintaining that he 
was an icon and a rare gem, whose life of faith, 
humility, and service touched 
countless l ives across the 
world.

The Governor said the visit was 
to personal ly  convey the 
c o n d o l e n c e s  o f  t h e 
government and people of the 
State ,  and to  assure  the 
bereaved family of support in 
ensuring a befi�ng rite of 
passage for the departed man 
of God.

Addressing the widow, Pastor 

Pastor Eno Condoles Family of Late Rev Uma Ukpai Announces imminent flag-off of 350-bed Ibom Int'l Mul�-Specialist Hospital
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boos�ng produc�vity, and empowering residents to 
achieve self-reliance and economic stability. 
Addi�onally, Effiong explained that the newly 
commissioned Pa�ence Umo Eno Health Centre 
embodies the values of compassion and care for which 
the first lady was renowned for.

Earlier, the Head of Ibeno Local Government Service, 
Mr. Ndaeyo Inuaeyen, commended Mrs. Effiong’s 
leadership, describing her as a dedicated and 
transparent administrator, who has successfully 
advanced good governance, unity, and service delivery 
in the area. He hailed her for integra�ng sound 
economic strategies that strengthen ins�tu�onal 
efficiency and accountability.

Goodwi l l  messages  were  de l ivered  by  the 
Commissioner for Local Government and Chie�aincy 
Affairs, Hon. Frank Archibong; the Commissioner for 
Women Affairs and Social Welfare, Hon. Inibehe Etukudo; 
and Chief Okon Udofia, represen�ng the Paramount Ruler of 
Ibeno. They applauded the Chairman for the quality of 
projects executed within a short period of �me, lauding 
Governor Eno for promo�ng women’s inclusivity in 
governance, saying that the confidence reposed in Hon. 
Effiong has been jus�fied.

Highlights of the event was the presenta�on of 
empowerment items to select beneficiaries, and the news 
of the first baby delivered at the facility at about 3:30 a.m., in 
which the Coordinator presented the mother with baby care 
packs and cash gi�s, thanking God for a safe delivery. 
Accompanying Lady Obareki on the visit were, the wife of 
the Secretary to the State Government, Dr. Inemesit Uwah; 
Mrs. Funmi Nkanga, wife of the former Military Governor; 
and the Special Adviser, Bureau of Coopera�ves and Rural 
Development, Hon. Alice Ekpenyong.

The Coordinator, Office of the First Lady, Lady Helen 
Obareki, has inaugurated the Pa�ence Umo Eno 
Health Centre at Iwuokpom, Ibeno Local Government 

Area, extolling the performance of the Chairman, Hon. 
Glory Effiong, which she said reflects the ideals of Governor 
Umo Eno’s ARISE Agenda.

Speaking on Tuesday, October 14, during the first 
anniversary celebra�on of the Council Chairman, held at 
Ulok Ulok Hall, Upenekang, Lady Obareki expressed deep 
apprecia�on to the people of Ibeno for honouring the 
memory of her late mother, Pastor Pa�ence Eno, through 
the establishment of the health centre, which she prayed 
would remain a symbol of healing,  compassion and hope as 
long as the doors remain open. 

“On behalf of my family, and indeed the Governor, I wish to 
express hear�elt gra�tude for naming this facility a�er my 
mother. It is a gesture that is very dear to our hearts,” she 
stated, describing the honour as a touching testament to 
the First Lady's compassion and service to humanity.

Lady Obareki praised Hon. Effiong for her visionary 
leadership and outstanding performance within her 
first year in office, sta�ng that her commitment to 
inclusive governance and grassroots development has 
made Ibeno a model of progress. “Your achievements 
in such a short �me truly reflect the ARISE Agenda of 
H is  Exce l lency,  Pastor  Umo Eno.  You  have 
demonstrated that purposeful leadership and 
community development are achievable,” she said.

In her address, Hon. Glory Effiong a�ributed her 
administra�on’s success to the guidance and 
inspira�on drawn from Governor Eno and Lady 
Obareki, whose people-centred approach to 
governance has influenced her leadership style. She 
highlighted the Ibeno Mega Project Ini�a�ve as a key 
legacy programme aimed at improving infrastructure, 

Lady Obareki Inaugurates Patience Umo Eno Health Centre Announces imminent flag-off of 350-bed Ibom Int'l Mul�-Specialist Hospital

Extols performance of Ibeno Chairman
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Pastor Eno, Ors Hail Dakuku Peterside’s
New Books at Abuja Presentation 

The State Governor, Pastor Umo Eno, was 
among several dignitaries who graced 
the public presenta�on of two new 

books authored by Dr. Dakuku Peterside, �tled 
“Leading in a Storm” and “Beneath the 
Surface,” held on Tuesday, October 14, at the 
Los Angeles Event Center, Abuja.

At the event, which drew commenda�ons 
from na�onal leaders and intellectuals who 
praised  the insigh�ul perspec�ves and 
poten�al global relevance of the books, 
Governor Eno observed  that true development begins 
with leadership that listens, serves, inspires hope, and 
genuinely cares for the people.

Represented by the Commissioner for Informa�on, Rt. 
Hon. Aniekan Umanah, who was accompanied by the 
Permanent Secretary, Akwa Ibom State Liaison Office, 
Abuja, TPL Aniekan Akpan, the Governor noted that the 
ideas ar�culated in Dr. Peterside’s works align with the 
principles of his administra�on’s ARISE Agenda, which 
places the welfare of ci�zens at the core of governance and 
focuses on key sectors including Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Infrastructure, Security, and Educa�on. He 
emphasised that such people-centered leadership remains 
the cornerstone of Akwa Ibom’s growth and stability.

He further reiterated his administra�on’s commitment to 
social development programmes such as free and 
compulsory educa�on for children, free health insurance 
for the elderly, pregnant women, and children, as well as 
con�nuous investment in rural infrastructure. The 
Governor added that Akwa Ibom’s status as one of Nigeria’s 
most peaceful States is a direct reflec�on of his 
administra�on’s proac�ve approach to leadership and 
security management.

The State Chief Execu�ve said the books were �mely 

reflec�ons on the challenges and responsibili�es of 
leadership in an evolving world, urging leaders at all levels 
to embrace humility, knowledge, and service as essen�al 
virtues for na�onal transforma�on. He lauded Dr. Peterside 
for offering a fresh and prac�cal perspec�ve on the skills 
required for effec�ve leadership in turbulent �mes.

The Chairman of the event, and Vice Chairman and Chief 
Execu�ve Officer of Alpine Investment Ltd, Mohammed 
Hayatudeen, described the books as “A mirror that reflects 
reali�es with honesty, and a compass that points towards 
renewal and hope.” He applauded “Beneath the Surface” 
for its bold examina�on of Nigeria’s contradic�ons and 
“Leading in a Storm” for its pragma�c approach to 
leadership amid crises, urging poli�cal and ins�tu�onal 
leaders to strengthen governance and uphold democra�c 
values as the 2027 elec�ons approach.

Governors of Kano, Katsina, Taraba, and Ebonyi States, in 
their separate goodwill messages, corroborated 
Peterside’s vision of building a fair, just, and prosperous 
society, no�ng that the books provide valuable insights for 
both current and emerging leaders. On his part, the 
Kenyan-born academic and social entrepreneur, Prof. 
Olubaji Otuabaji, presented a keynote address, while 
Segun Adeniyi, Chairman, ThisDay Editorial Board, and Dr. 
Linus Okorie, President, GOTNI Leadership Centre, handled 
the review.

According to Adeniyi, “Beneath the Surface” offers a 
compelling explora�on of Nigeria’s complex socio-poli�cal 
reali�es, while Dr. Okorie described “Leading in a Storm” as 
a rare blend of empirical depth and prac�cal wisdom, 
rooted in African experiences yet globally relevant. The 
ceremony a�racted eminent Nigerians, including former 
governors, ministers, policymakers, members of the 
Na�onal Assembly, diplomats, and captains of industry, as 
well as Management staff of the Akwa Ibom State Liaison 
Office, Abuja.
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regulatory instruments will facilitate the crea�on of the 
Akwa Ibom State Electricity Market (AKSEM), aimed at 
building a balanced energy ecosystem that integrates 
both on-grid and off-grid power solu�ons. He maintained 
that electricity remains a cri�cal driver of development, 
serving as the founda�on for effec�ve healthcare, 
educa�on, security, and economic prosperity.

In his remarks, the Commissioner for Power, Hon. 
Iniobong Robson, expressed apprecia�on to Governor 
Eno for his leadership and interest in the growth of the 
power and health sectors. He assured that his ministry 
would work closely with relevant partners to ensure the 
successful implementa�on of the Nigeria Solar for Health 
Project for the benefit of Akwa Ibom people.

Also speaking, the Senior Stakeholder Engagement 
Manager for the project, Mr. Tiyan Ogiehor, explained 
that the ini�a�ve is an EU-funded programme 

implemented by NTU Interna�onal in selected 
states including Akwa Ibom, Abia, Enugu, 
Plateau, and Ogun. He said the project seeks to 
harness renewable energy to enhance 
healthcare service delivery and promote 
sustainable socio-economic development by 
provid ing uninterrupted e lectr ic i ty  to 
designated health facili�es. 

The event climaxed with the inaugura�on of the 
Nigeria Solar for Health Project (NISHP) State 
Steering Commi�ee, chaired by Hon. Iniobong 
Robson, Commissioner for Power, with the 
Commissioner for Health serving as Co-
Chairman.

NEWS WEEKLY

- Page10 © 2025 Ministry of Information 

The Akwa Ibom State Government, has 
reaffirmed its commitment to advancing 
sustainable energy and strengthening 

healthcare delivery with the official launch of the 
Nigeria Solar for Health Project. 

The event, held on Friday, September 10, at the 
Ibom E-Library, Uyo, underscores the State’s 
determina�on to integrate clean energy solu�ons 
into cri�cal sectors for improved service delivery.

Speaking at the ceremony, Governor Umo Eno, 
represented by the Deputy Governor, Senator 
Akon Eyakenyi, emphasised that the ini�a�ve 
aligns with his administra�on’s vision of achieving 
universal, reliable, and sustainable energy access 
across all communi�es. He highlighted that the project, 
executed in collabora�on with the European Union (EU), 
the Federal Ministry of Power, the Federal Ministry of 
Health, and the Rural Electrifica�on Agency (REA), will 
strengthen healthcare infrastructure through renewable 
energy deployment.

Governor Eno commended the European Union for its 
sustained partnership and support in Nigeria’s renewable 
energy transi�on. He noted that the State Government 
has already taken proac�ve steps to domes�cate the 
Electricity Act 2023 through the enactment of the Akwa 
Ibom State Electricity Policy 2024 and the Electricity Law 
2024. These frameworks, he said, are designed to 
promote innova�on and investment in the local energy 
sector.

According to the Governor, the newly established 

AKSG Restates Commitment to Sustainable
E n e r g y ,  I m p r o v e d  H e a l t h c a r e

Flags off Nigeria Solar for Health project
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Development Commission (NDDC), for 
providing U-Lesson educa�onal tablets to 
enhance digital learning among students.

Calling for stronger partnerships among 
government agencies, parents, educators, and 
community leaders to dismantle barriers that 
restrict girls’ access to educa�on and equal 
opportuni�es, Lady Obareki par�cularly urged 
parents to priori�se the educa�on and welfare 
of their daughters, describing the family as the 
first line of defence against abuse and 
discrimina�on, while also encouraging the girl-
child to embrace learning, self-belief, and 
leadership with confidence.

In her goodwill message, the Deputy Governor 
Senator Akon Eyakenyi commended Lady Obareki for her 
passion towards the girl-child development, stressing 
that women have the capacity to lead in diverse 
professional fields beyond their tradi�onal domes�c 
roles. She advised the girls to take their studies seriously 
and take advantage of opportuni�es made available 
through the Child Rights Law and the inclusive 
governance approach of Governor Eno, which she noted 
has enhanced women’s representa�on in all sectors of 
the State.

The event, organised by the Ministry of Women Affairs 
and Social Welfare, featured a mentoring session led by 
Mrs. Ifiokobong Akan, Crea�ve Director of House of 
Borah, who charged the girls to blend purpose with 
crea�vity and stay focused on educa�on as a pathway to 
equal opportuni�es. It also featured distribu�on of U-
Lesson RHI/NDDC tablets and personal care packs to all 
par�cipants, and the cu�ng of anniversary cake by Lady 
Obareki, supported by the Deputy Governor and other 
dignitaries.

The Coordinator, Office of the First Lady, Lady Helen 
O b a r e k i ,  h a s  r e s t a t e d  h e r  u n w av e r i n g 
commitment to promo�ng the rights, educa�on, 

and empowerment of the girl child, describing her as a 
resilient agent of change whose crea�vity and leadership 
can shape a be�er future for the society.

Lady Obareki, made the remarks while addressing 500 
pupils and students drawn from public primary and 
secondary schools across the State during the celebra�on 
of the 2025 Interna�onal Day of the Girl Child, held at the 
Banquet Hall of Government House, Uyo.

Speaking on this year’s theme, “The Girl I Am, The Change 
I Lead: Girls on the Frontlines of Crisis,” Lady Obareki 
underscored the need to recognise and support the 
strength, leadership, and capacity of young girls, 
par�cularly in the face of social, economic, and 
environmental challenges. She applauded the diligence 
and achievements of Akwa Ibom girls in academics, 
entrepreneurship, and community development, 
assuring that the Governor Umo Eno-led administra�on, 
through the ARISE Agenda, remains 
resolute in providing a suppor�ve 
environment for their growth and 
success.

The Coordinator disclosed that 
through the Girls In Focus Agenda 
(GIFA), her office is inves�ng in 
m e n t o r s h i p ,  e d u c a � o n ,  a n d 
leadership development programmes 
designed to equip girls with both 
knowledge and character for future 
leadership roles. She also commended 
the Renewed Hope Ini�a�ve (RHI), in 
collabora�on with the Niger Delta 

Lady Obareki Reiterates Commitment to Girl-Child Empowerment

As 511 males, 633 females take Oath of Allegiance

Donates educa�onal tablets, gi� packs to 500 female students, pupils
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Says his mission is to help those who have nobody 

rehabi l i ta�on,  mobi l i ty  enhancement,  and pain 
management. He acknowledged that the profession 
remains crucial to restoring func�onality and quality of life 
for accident vic�ms, stroke pa�ents, and the elderly.

While calling for increased public awareness for the 
physiotherapy profession, the Governor encouraged young 
people to explore career opportuni�es in the field, no�ng 
that physiotherapists play an indispensable role in modern 
healthcare systems.

The State Chief Execu�ve, also advised medical prac��oners 
in public service who engage in private prac�ce to maintain a 
healthy balance between both responsibili�es. He 
cau�oned that neglec�ng pa�ents in public facili�es violates 
the trust reposed in them and undermines the ethics of the 
medical profession.

In his remarks, the Commissioner for Health, Dr. Ekem John, 
highlighted Governor Eno’s approval of enhanced welfare 
packages for health workers under the Consolidated 

Medical Salary Structure (CONMESS) and the 
Consolidated Health Salary Structure (CONHESS). He 
further disclosed the ongoing renova�on of eight 
General Hospitals across the State and the recruitment 
of addi�onal medical personnel to strengthen 
healthcare delivery.

The event featured the presenta�on of awards to the 
Governor, Deputy Governor, and the Commissioner for 
Health, as well as remarks from the Na�onal President 
of NSP, Dr. Oyinlola Odusanya, and the State Chairman, 
Dr. Anyanwu  Cleophas. It also featured a keynote 
address by Ayodeji  Famujide on the theme, 
“Strengthening Nigeria’s Physiotherapy Value Chain 
through Entrepreneurship.”

Governor Umo Eno, has reaffirmed 
h i s  a d m i n i s t r a � o n ’ s 
determina�on to transform 

Akwa Ibom into Nigeria’s premier medical 
hub. 

The Governor, made this known on 
Wednesday, October 15, in his goodwill 
message at the 65th Annual Scien�fic 
Conference and 66th Annual General 
Mee�ng of the Nigeria Society of 
Physiotherapy (NSP), held at Ibom Hall, 
Uyo.

Represented by the Deputy Governor, 
Senator Akon Eyakenyi, Governor Eno 
stated that his government remains fully 
commi�ed to reposi�oning the health 
sector through the provision of world-
class medical infrastructure and improved welfare packages 
for healthcare professionals across the State.

He emphasised that the administra�on’s strategic 
investments in health facili�es such as the Ibom Specialist 
Hospital and the proposed Ibom Interna�onal Hospital form 
part of a deliberate plan to create a vibrant medical corridor 
capable of reducing outbound medical tourism and 
a�rac�ng pa�ents from within and outside the country.

According to the Governor, a state of emergency has been 
declared in the health sector to fast-track comprehensive 
reforms and improve the working environment for health 
personnel. He assured that targeted measures are being 
implemented to enhance the welfare, mo�va�on, and 
reten�on of medical staff serving in State-owned healthcare 
ins�tu�ons.

Governor Eno commended physiotherapists for their 
invaluable role in healthcare delivery, especially in pa�ent 

A'Ibom Poised to Become Nigeria's Medical Hub - Gov Eno 

By Aniekan Umanah

As he declares open 65th NSP Scien�fic Conference, 66th AGM



Restates resolve for inclusive governance, rural transforma�on

Pastor Umo Eno, has earned the 
applause of the Assistant Inspector 
General of Police, Zone 6, AIG 

Mohammed Auwal,  for consistently 
suppor�ng the Nigerian Police and for 
maintaining peace, security, and law 
enforcement across the State.

Speaking during the AIG's  visit to him on 
Monday, October 13, at the Execu�ve 
Council Chambers, Government House, 
Uyo, Governor Eno stressed that the 
security and welfare of Akwa Ibom people 
remain paramount in his administra�on’s 
agenda. He commended the Nigerian Police 
and other security agencies for their �reless 
efforts in sustaining the peace and safety the 
State has enjoyed under his leadership.

The Governor averred that no meaningful development 
can thrive without peace and stability, hence the 
government ’s con�nued investment in security 
ins�tu�ons. He praised  the Commissioner of Police, Baba 
Azare, for fostering unity and collabora�on among 
security agencies opera�ng in the State.

A�ribu�ng the prevailing peace and safety in Akwa Ibom 
to the synergy between the State government and 
security agencies, par�cularly the Nigerian Police, 
Governor Eno assured con�nued partnership with AIG 
Auwal and other security stakeholders to ensure a safe 
State.

Governor Eno further revealed that the Command and 
Control Centre would soon be commissioned by the 
Inspector General of Police, adding that the Counter-
Terrorism Unit and Barracks project in Nsit Ubium Local 
Government Area would also be inaugurated soon. He 
also announced ongoing plans to install solar-powered 
ligh�ng systems in all Police Sta�ons across the State to 
enhance their opera�onal efficiency.

While apprecia�ng the Inspector General of Police, 
Kayode Egbetokun, and AIG Auwal for their commitment, 
the Governor noted that the peaceful atmosphere in 
Akwa Ibom is a deliberate result of strategic collabora�on 
and prudent resource management by the State Police 
Command. He reiterated his administra�on’s resolve to 
sustain the exis�ng peace for the collec�ve welfare and 
progress of the people.

In his remarks, AIG Auwal maintained that 
Governor Eno’s proac�ve approach to security 
serves as a model that should be emulated by 
other Governors across the federa�on. He 
acknowledged that such commitment has 
greatly enhanced the efficiency and morale of 
security opera�ves in Akwa Ibom.

The AIG expressed gra�tude to the Governor 
for upgrading facili�es at the State Police 
Headquarters, Ikot Akpan Abia, and other 
police forma�ons in the State. He urged other 
States to adopt Governor Eno’s security 
development template to strengthen law 
enforcement na�onwide.

Directs devt of 150-Unit Housing, bridge from Uyo Village Road to ARISE Resort 

Gov Eno Inspects Projects, Orders Illegal
Structures Demolition at Tropicana Complex

Pastor Eno Earns AIG Auwal’s Applause
on Security, Peace, Police Support 
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Says his mission is to help those who have nobody 

professional standards and strengthen collabora�on 
with the wider NUJ structure.

On his part, Comrade Edifon Abasi-Obot thanked the 
Head of Service for his exemplary leadership and 
support for the civil service. He appealed for 
sustained government assistance, par�cularly in 
training, capacity development and career growth 
for members.

Abasi-Obot highlighted the Chapel’s priori�es, 
including reviving and rebranding its periodic 
publica�on, the Surveillance Newspaper; 
launching a func�onal website to boost digital 
presence; introducing mo�va�onal incen�ves for 
members; and intensifying advocacy for 
professional development, as well as improved 
welfare.

He affirmed the Chapel’s commitment to 
effec�vely publicise the achievements of 
government and promote the values of the ARISE 
Agenda.

The high point of the visit was the presenta�on of 
the Chapel’s forthcoming Press Week ac�vi�es, 
which include engagement programmes and 
capacity-building sessions for members

The Head of Civil Service, 
Elder Effiong Essien, has 
commended members of 

the State Informa�on Chapel of the 
Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ), 
for professionalism and consistent 
promo�on of Governor Umo Eno’s 
ARISE Agenda.

E l d e r  E s s i e n  g a v e  t h e 
co m m e n d a� o n  o n  Tu e s d ay, 
October 14, when the leadership of 
the Chapel, led by the Chairman, 
Comrade Edifon Abasi-Obot, paid a 
courtesy cal l  on him at  the 
Government House, Uyo.

Describing the Chapel as a model of 
responsible journalism, he praised 
its members for decorum, consistency, and quality 
reportage, which he said have played a vital role in 
policy interpreta�on and projec�on of posi�ve 
image of the State.

The Head of Service pledged con�nued government 
partnership with the Chapel to advance shared 
objec�ves in governance and public service delivery. 
He also encouraged members to maintain high 

NUJ: HoS Commends State Information Chapel for 
Professionalism, Promotion of ARISE Agenda

By Aniekan Umanah
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Says his mission is to help those who have nobody 

Governor’s ARISE Agenda, symbolised by the “S” for Security, 
which reflects the government’s deep commitment to the 
protec�on of lives and property.

He also acknowledged the collabora�ve efforts of the State 
Security Council, chaired by Pastor Eno, which meets regularly 
to review emerging threats and coordinate strategic responses. 
According to him, the government con�nues to invest in 
modern security infrastructure, technology, and logis�cs, 
resul�ng in significant improvements in crime preven�on and 
peacebuilding across the State. The Commissioner 
commended the State Commissioner of Police and heads of 
other security agencies for partnering  the State government in 
the maintenance of peace. He also underscored the 
importance of community policing, describing it as a vital 
approach that involves village heads, tradi�onal rulers, and 
community-based organisa�ons in safeguarding local 
communi�es.

Umanah hinted that the Ministry of Informa�on contributes to 
secur i ty  dr ive  through radio  programmes,  publ ic 
enlightenment campaigns, and hotlines that enable ci�zens to 
share intelligence and report incidents promptly. He added that 
youth engagement remains a key aspect of the government’s 
peace strategy, as Governor Eno con�nues to promote 
empowerment ini�a�ves aimed at reducing unemployment 
and curbing crime among young people.

While apprecia�ng the organisers of the workshop and 
par�cipants for their visit, Umanah assured them of the safety 
and hospitality that Akwa Ibom is known for. He highlighted the 
State’s record of leadership con�nuity since the return of 
democracy and its commendable record of comple�ng 
projects. The event also featured goodwill messages from Rt. 
Hon. Rikki Nwajiofor, Speaker of the Igbo Youth Parliament; His 
Royal Majesty, Edidem III Clement Ekpenyong, Paramount 
Ruler of Ibesikpo Asutan; and CSP Benjamin Hundeyin, Force 
Public Rela�ons Officer of the Nigeria Police Force, represented 
by DSP Isuku Victor, all of whom called for sustained police 
reforms, youth inclusion, and stronger community 
partnerships to enhance na�onal security.

The Commissioner for Informa�on, Rt. Hon. Aniekan 
Umanah has stressed that peace and security remain a 
priority of Governor Umo Eno's administra�on.

Rt. Hon. Umanah gave the reassurance during a Peer Learning 
Na�onal Workshop on “Building Trust and Advancing Police 
Reforms” organised by the Interna�onal Alert Nigeria and the 
UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO), 
held at Rocharles Hotels and Suites, Uyo, on Tuesday, October 
14.

Represented by the Permanent Secretary in his ministry, 
Akparawa James Edet, the Commissioner, maintained that 
public safety requires collec�ve responsibility, as security 
cannot be le� solely in the hands of the police. “Within the 
security ecosystem, every one of us is a stakeholder because 
the police cannot do it alone,” he stated, commending the 
organisers for choosing Akwa Ibom for the workshop at a �me 
when the State is intensifying efforts to consolidate peace and 
stability.

Umanah noted that Akwa Ibom has con�nued to rank high 
among the most peaceful States in Nigeria due to the joint 
commitment of government and the ci�zens. He further lauded 
President Bola Tinubu’s ongoing ini�a�ves to tackle insecurity 
across the na�on, despite challenges, and urged Nigerians at 
home and in the diaspora to support the Federal Government 
and the Inspector General of Police in securing the country’s 
borders and communi�es.

Highligh�ng the strides of the administra�on, the Informa�on 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  ex p l a i n e d  t h at  G o ve r n o r  E n o  h a s 
ins�tu�onalised several security mechanisms, including the 
establishment of the Ministry of Internal Security and 
Waterways, which collaborates closely with other security 
agencies. He emphasised that security is a central pillar of the 

Security Remains Top Priority Under Gov Eno's
Administration, Says Info Commissioner 

By Aniekan Umanah
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Speaker Strengthens Ties with
NANS to Boost Academic Excellence

The Speaker of the Akwa Ibom 
State House of Assembly, Rt. 
Hon.  Udeme Otong ,  has 

strengthened �es with the Na�onal 
Associa�on of Nigerian Students 
(NANS)  to  promote academic 
e x c e l l e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  o v e r a l l 
development of students in the State.

Rt. Hon. Otong made this known at 
the Assembly Complex, Uyo,  on 
Tuesday, October 14, when he 
r e c e i v e d  t h e  l e a d e rs h i p  a n d 
members  o f  NANS,  compr is ing  student 
representa�ves from various ter�ary ins�tu�ons 
in the State on a courtesy call.

Welcoming the delega�on,  the Speaker 
commended their dedica�on to learning and 
passion for academic advancement. He lauded 
Governor Umo Eno's investment in educa�on and 
the welfare of students, no�ng that every student-
focused bill, passed by the House of Assembly had 
received the Governor’s prompt assent.

He assured the students of the legislature’s 
con�nuous support, stressing that the Assembly 
remains commi�ed to enac�ng policies that 
enhance educa�on, discipline, and youth 
development.

Also speaking, the Deputy Leader of the House, 

Hon. Nsidibe Akata, highlighted the proac�ve role 
of the Assembly in promo�ng educa�on, ci�ng the 
recent passage of the bill upgrading the Akwa 
Ibom State College of Educa�on, Afaha Nsit, to the 
Akwa Ibom State University of Educa�on, as a 
testament to the legislature’s commitment to 
academic growth.

In her remarks, the member represen�ng Uruan 
State Cons�tuency, Hon. Itorobong E�m, 
applauded NANS for recognising the importance 
of women in leadership, describing it as a 
reflec�on of inclusivity and progressive values 
within the students movement.

Earlier, the NANS delega�on, led by Comrade 
Pa�ence Nyeneime, expressed gra�tude to the 
Speaker for his consistent support for the student 
community. She sought collabora�on with the 
Assembly in organising a Legisla�ve Mentorship 

Summit, aimed at exposing students to 
the workings of the legislature and the 
policy-making process.

The highlight of the visit was the 
presenta�on of a commenda�on award 
to Rt. Hon. Otong in recogni�on of his 
contribu�ons to educa�on-friendly 
legisla�on and exemplary leadership to 
young people.
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encouragement and  support. 

He also thanked his family, colleagues, friends, 
and associates for their prayers, pa�ence, and 
mo�va�on, no�ng that:

“This achievement is not mine alone; it’s ours. 
Together, we keep striving for excellence and 
purposeful leadership.”

A  journalist and media professional, Dr. 
Umanah who holds first and second degrees in 
Communica�on Arts from the University of Uyo  
and is also an alumnus of Cambridge University 
George Business School. 
He is also an immediate past Member of the 
H o u s e  o f  Re p re s e n ta � v e s ,  w h e re  h e 
dis�nguished himself as a legislator with a 
passion for development communica�on and 
good governance.

With this highest academic laurel, Dr. Umanah 
con�nues to exemplify the ideals of lifelong 
learning, excellence, and service, values he 
consistently promotes in public life and 
leadership.

It was a celebra�on of  gra�tude as the 
Akwa Ibom State Commissioner for 
Informa�on, Rt.  Hon. Aniekan 

Umanah, was today conferred with the 
Doctor  o f  Ph i losophy  (Ph .D. )  in 
Leadership and Strategic Studies from 
the Federal University, Lokoja.

The degree was bestowed at the 9th 
C o n v o c a � o n  C e r e m o n y  o f  t h e 
ins�tu�on, held in Lokoja on Saturday, 
October 2025.

Dr. Umanah described the milestone as 
“a testament to God’s faithfulness and 
the unwavering support of many 
wonderful people in my life.”

In a hear�elt message, he expressed profound 
apprecia�on to His Excellency, Pastor Umo Eno, 
Ph. D , Governor of Akwa Ibom State, for his 

A’Ibom Info Commissioner Bags Ph.D in Leadership
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The Chairman of Ikot Ekpene 
Local Government Area, Hon. 
A n i e fi o k  N k o m ,  h a s 

emphasised educa�on as a crucial 
tool for achieving career success, 
urging pupils to take their studies 
seriously.

He made this statement on Friday, 
October 10, during the 2025 Back-to-
School Programme, held at the 
Council’s Marriage Registry Hall. At 
the event, his wife, Mrs Affiong 
N k o m ,  d o n a t e d  e d u c a � o n a l 
materials to 200 pupils in primary and 
secondary schools across the 12 
wards.

Hon. Nkom explained that the Back-to-School 
Programme is an ini�a�ve of the Office of the 
First Lady of Ikot Ekpene, aimed at promo�ng 

access to educa�on, reducing financial burdens, 
and suppor�ng academic advancement.

He reaffirmed his administra�on’s commitment 
to quality educa�on, announcing plans to 
partner with private schools to train and retrain 
teachers. He also advised parents to consistently 
enrol their children and urged pupils to maintain 
good hygiene.

The beneficiaries received school bags, 

Ikot Ekpene: Nkom Champions Education
a s  P a t h  t o  C a r e e r  E x c e l l e n c e

mathema�cal sets, exercise books, wri�ng 
materials, and cash support for secondary school 
students.

Mrs. Nkom stated that the gesture aligns with 
Governor Umo Eno’s ARISE Agenda, which 
priori�ses educa�on, and encourages pupils to 
be diligent in their studies.

Miss Salome Edet, speaking on behalf of the 
beneficiaries, expressed gra�tude to the council 
Chairman and his wife for their support for 
vulnerable. 

 As first lady empowers 200 pupils with school materials
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The Leader of the Eket Legisla�ve 
Council, Hon. Joy Ekanem, on Friday, 
October 10, donated educa�onal 

materials to pupils of 
Government Main School, 
E k e t ,  i n  s u p p o r t  o f 
Governor  Umo Eno’s 
ARISE Agenda and the s
S t a t e ’ s  f r e e  a n d 
compulsory educa�on 
policy.

The dona�on comprised 
1,000 customised exercise 
books, 200 school bags, 
300 pairs of shoes, and 
200 uniforms, sparking 
excitement and gra�tude 
among the pupils.

Eket: Legislative Leader Boosts
Education with Donation to Pupils

Hon. Ekanem who said the gesture was 
inspired by her personal experiences and 
commitment to suppor�ng educa�on, also 
donated cash gi�s and two grass-cu�ng 
machines to the school, commending 
teachers and management for their 
dedica�on to nurturing young minds.

“This is a special day, not just for the pupils 
but also for me. I’ve always observed this 
school and I ’m glad I  could make a 
difference,” she stated.

The Head Teacher, Deaconess Esther 
U d o e�e ,  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  a s 
unprecedented and a true act of love and 
humanity. She urged others to emulate Hon. 
Ekanem’s example by inves�ng in educa�on.

The event was a�ended by relevant 
stakeholders and a cross-sec�on of the 
people of the area.
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The Commissioner for Informa�on, Rt. Hon. Aniekan 
Umanah, has commended Governor Umo Eno’s 
administra�on for se�ng new benchmarks in human 

development and social transforma�on through the 
effec�ve implementa�on of the ARISE Agenda, which has 
con�nued to impact lives and communi�es across the State.

Speaking at the Progressive Governors’ Forum (PGF) 
Quarterly Strategy Mee�ng of Commissioners for 
Informa�on from APC-governed States, held from October 
15–16, at the Borno State Government House, Maiduguri, 
Umanah described the Governor’s people-oriented 
programmes as “unpacking the good” for Akwa Ibom people 
across all sectors of the economy.

He highlighted Governor Eno’s deliberate focus on human 
capacity development, enterprise growth, and social 
inclusion, which he noted has significantly boosted Akwa 
Ibom’s Human Capital Development Index. Thousands of 
ci�zens, he said, have benefited from empowerment 
programmes, enterprise accelera�on ini�a�ves, and 
equipment support, while hundreds of persons with 
disabili�es have received assistance through the State’s 
Disability and Special Assistance Commission.

The Informa�on Commissioner further noted that these 
empowerment schemes are reinforced by the government’s 
compassionate social welfare programmes, including the 
ARISE Compassionate Homes, which provide modern, fully 
furnished houses for indigent families across all 31 local 
government areas, and the Free Food Distribu�on 
Programme under the Bulk Purchase Agency. He also 
men�oned the Elderly Support Scheme, which ensures 
regular s�pends for senior ci�zens, and the State’s Health 
Insurance Scheme, which guarantees affordable healthcare 
coverage for thousands of residents.

ARISE Agenda Delivering Tangible Benefits
t o  A ' I b o m  P e o p l e  -  I n f o  B o s s

According to Umanah, the Bursary Scheme for 
Students has also provided vital financial relief 
for undergraduates, further demonstra�ng the 
administra�on’s commitment to inclusive 
development. “ These programmes are 
changing lives, building futures, and restoring 
hope,” he said.  “Governor Umo Eno’s 
leadership is anchored on compassion, 
empowerment, and shared prosperity. The 
ARISE Agenda is not just policy, it is a living 
framework for social renewal and economic 
transforma�on.”

H e  ex p l a i n e d  t h at  t h e  S tate ’s  s o c i a l 
development efforts are being implemented 
alongside massive infrastructural expansion. 
The administra�on, he revealed, has completed 

and commenced work on over 964 km of roads, as well as 
model schools, modern health centres, and other projects 
designed to strengthen the socio-economic founda�ons of 
Akwa Ibom communi�es.

Umanah commended the Progressive Governors Forum for 
fostering peer learning and enhancing communica�on 
synergy among Informa�on Commissioners, describing the 
pla�orm as “a vital bridge between policy communica�on 
and governance delivery.”

The two-day strategy mee�ng, themed, “FGN–PGF Synergy 
2025: One Message, One Future,” focused on aligning 
communica�on strategies between the Federal Government 
and APC-governed States. 

At the end of the session, par�cipants reaffirmed their 
commitment to people-centred governance, endorsed the 
Na�onal Value Reorienta�on Campaign, and adopted a 
Monitoring and Evalua�on Framework to promote evidence-
based communica�on. They also expressed apprecia�on to 
Governor Babagana Zulum for hos�ng the mee�ng and to 
the  Minister of Informa�on and Na�onal Orienta�on, Alhaji 
Mohammed Malagi, for his insigh�ul contribu�ons.

Hails Gov Eno's human development drive at Borno PGF strategy mee�ng
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the Ikot Ekpene Shopping Complex and 
highlighted its strategic loca�on, which posi�ons 
it as a poten�al commercial hub that could boost 
local economic ac�vi�es.

The council boss also announced plans to install 
t ra n sfo r m e rs  to  re sto re  e l e c t r i c i t y  i n 
communi�es in need, and to extend solar-
powered boreholes to other wards.

Providing an overview of the projects, the 
Director of Works, Arch. Nkereuwem Nya, 
explained that the solar-powered borehole 
pumps convert solar energy into electricity for 
water supply. He added that the shopping 
complex will sit on a 3,100 sqm plot and feature 
ample parking, 16 shops measuring 14x20 � and 
4 shops of 14x30 � on the ground floor, as well as 
18 shops of 14x23 � and 5 shops of 14x33 � on 
the first floor, with access from Umuahia Road.

Village heads, councillors, supervisors, and ward 
poli�cal leaders delivered goodwill messages, 
commending the council Chairman for his 
developmental strides.

The Chairman of Ikot Ekpene Local 
Government Area, Hon. Aniefiok Nkom, 
has reaffirmed his administra�on’s 

commitment to expanding access to clean 
water and improving infrastructure in the 
region.

Hon. Nkom, who made this known on Monday, 
October 13, while commissioning three solar-
powered boreholes in Abiakpo Ikot Udo Oboro 
(Ward 12), Ikot Uso Udo Mbiaso (Ward 11), and 
Ikot Offiong (Ward 10), averred that the 
projects aim to tackle water scarcity and 
promote sustainable development at the 
grassroots.

Marking his one year in office with the 
commissioning, the Chairman said the 
ini�a�ve demonstrates his resolve to ensure 
that the impact of government is felt in every 
community. He described water as “an 
important natural resource that builds life,” and 
urged residents to take ownership of the 
facili�es and maintain proper hygiene.

Addi�onally, Hon. Nkom laid the founda�on for 

Ikot Ekpene: Nkom Reiterates Commitment to
Expanding Access To Clean Water, Infrastructure 

Announces imminent flag-off of 350-bed Ibom Int'l Mul�-Specialist Hospital

Commissions three solar-powered boreholes, lays founda�ons for shopping complex
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mobilise youths for development. My 
administra�on will stand by them and 
provide the resources they need to serve 
effec�vely,” he stated.

The council boss urged the youth leaders to 
avoid cul�sm and drug abuse, reminding 
them of their responsibility as role models 
to younger genera�ons.

In their separate remarks, the President 
General of the Okobo Development Union 
(ODU), Prince Walter, and his Atak Oro 
counterpart, Chief Effiong Asanwana, 
commended the Chairman’s foresight, 
describing him as a visionary leader. They 
noted that it was the first �me in the area’s 
history that youth presidents were being 
placed on a formal monthly allowance by 
the council.

Th e 
C h a i r m a n 
o f  O ko b o 

Local Government 
A re a ,  R t .  H o n . 
George Henshaw, 
has approved the 
p a y m e n t  o f 
m o n t h l y 
allowances to all 
66 gaze�ed village 
youth presidents 
across the local 
government area.

Announcing the 
approval recently, 
d u r i n g  a  j o i n t 
mee�ng with community development 
leaders and youth presidents at the 
Council Auditorium, Okopedi, Rt. Hon. 
Henshaw described the ini�a�ve as a 
deliberate effort to profile, cer�fy, and 
formally recognise youth leaders, while 
integra�ng them into the governance 
process. 

According to the Chairman, the move will 
st rengthen grassroots  st ructures , 
eliminate impersona�on, and ensure that 
only duly a�ested leaders endorsed by 
village heads benefit from the scheme.

“Village youth presidents are the closest 
leaders to our people. They must serve as 
peace ambassadors, enforce sanita�on 
compliance, safeguard public facili�es, and 

Okobo: Henshaw Approves Monthly Allowance
f o r  6 6  V i l l a g e  Y o u t h  P r e s i d e n t s

Announces imminent flag-off of 350-bed Ibom Int'l Mul�-Specialist Hospital
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rehabilita�on of roads, welfare support for widows 
a n d  o r p h a n s ,  a n d  t h e  c o n s t r u c � o n  o f  a 
Compassionate Home at Okoru�p.

She noted that ongoing projects, such as the ultra-
modern Secretariat Complex, the ICT and JAMB 
Centre, and drainage works, reflect her resolve to 
make governance more responsive at the grassroots.

The First Lady Designate, Lady Helen Obareki, 
commended Hon. Effiong for effec�vely interpre�ng 
Governor Umo Eno’s vision and commissioned the 
Iwuokpom Primary Health Centre, named a�er 
Pastor Pa�ence Umo Eno.

The Commissioner for Local Government and 
Chie�aincy Affairs, Hon. Frank Archibong, praised 
the Chairman's outstanding performance, while the 

Head of Local Government Service, Prince 
Ndaeyo Inuaeyen, described her as a visionary 
leader promo�ng transparency and effec�ve 
service delivery. Other speakers, including the 
Commissioner for Women Affairs, Hon. 
Inibehe Si las,  and Chief Okon Udofia 
represen�ng the Paramount Ruler, applauded 
her leadership and Governor Eno’s confidence 
in a woman's capacity to lead.

The event climaxed with the commissioning of 
the Compassionate Home at Okoru�p and was 
a�ended by Commissioners, tradi�onal rulers, 
poli�cal leaders, and members of the public.

The Chairman of Ibeno Local Government Area, 
Hon. Glory Effiong, has reaffirmed her 
dedica�on to people-oriented and inclusive 

governance.

She made this known on Tuesday, October 14, at 
Ukpenekang, during the commissioning of key 
p ro j e c t s  a n d  fl a g - o ff  o f  t h e  I b e n o  M e ga 
Empowerment Ini�a�ve, to mark her one year in 
office.

Highligh�ng her administra�on’s achievements, 
Hon. Effiong listed completed and ongoing projects 
including the construc�on of a Community Health 
Centre at  Iwuokpom, instal la�on of  solar 
streetlights, renova�on of council quarters and 
motor park, provision of water and toilet facili�es for 
market women, establishment of the ARISE Farm, 

Effiong Emphasises People-Oriented Governance,
U n v e i l s  D e v e l o p m e n t a l  S t r i d e s  i n  I b e n o

Announces imminent flag-off of 350-bed Ibom Int'l Mul�-Specialist Hospital

Marks One Year in Office with Mega Empowerment, Projects Commissioning



- Page 24 © 2025 Ministry of Information 

NEWS WEEKLY

Announces imminent flag-off of 350-bed Ibom Int'l Mul�-Specialist Hospital

their work becomes safer,” she affirmed.

Hon. Effiong who also par�cipated in the eye 
screening exercise, expressed her gra�tude to 
the medical team for their dedica�on to the 
people of Ibeno.

Dr. Ithiel Essien, the State Chairman of NOA, 
who led a team of 40 optometrists, praised the 
Chairman for her foresight and people-centered 
leadership, describing the ini�a�ve as “a model 
for effec�ve grassroots governance.” He 
encouraged residents to priori�se regular eye 
checks in their healthcare rou�nes.

In his goodwill message, Pastor Tom Afia, 
Principal of Secondary Grammar School, 
commended the outreach as, “a rare and 
impac�ul gesture.” Beneficiaries expressed 
their  gra�tude to the council  and the 
associa�on for providing relief to families 
unable to afford basic eye care.

During the outreach, residents including 
students, traders, fishermen, and the elderly 
received free eye examina�ons, medica�ons, 
and correc�ve glasses.

The Chairman of Ibeno 
Local Government Area, 
Hon. Glory Effiong, has 

reaffirmed her commitment to 
enhancing community health 
and social welfare as she 
c e l e b r a t e d  h e r  fi r s t 
anniversary in office with a 
free eye care outreach that 
benefited more than 400 
residents.

H o n .  E ffi o n g  g a v e  t h e 
commitment during the eye 
c a r e  o u t r e a c h  h e l d  o n 
Thursday,  October  9 ,  at 
Secondary Grammar School and Ulok Ulok Hall 
in Upenekang. The event was organized by the 
council in collabora�on with the Nigerian 
Optometric Associa�on (NOA), Akwa Ibom 
State Chapter, to mark the 2025 World Sight 
Day.

The Chairman emphasised that clear vision is 
essen�al for educa�on, produc�vity, and 
personal safety. She stated that this ini�a�ve is 
just one of several programmes planned to 
celebrate her first year in office. 

“When a child can see clearly, learning becomes 
easier. When a trader or fisherman can see well, 

Ibeno: Effiong Reaffirms Commitment to Improving
C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h ,  S o c i a l  W e l f a r e

As over 400 residents benefit from free eye care outreach
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GOV ENO INSPECTS SITE FOR THE ARISE SHOPPING CITY
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GOV ENO HOSTS ASSISTANT INSPECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE, 
ZONE 6, AIG MOHAMMED AUWAL
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE PRAYER MEETING - OCTOBER, 2025
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AKWA IBOM STATE CELEBRATES 2025
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE GIRL CHILD
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AKWA IBOM HOSTS THE 65TH ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE AND
66TH AGM OF THE NIGERIA SOCIETY OF PHYSIOTHERAPY (NSP)
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