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overnor Umo Eno, on Thursday, November 6, Gperformed the groundbreaking ceremony of 
the Federal Housing Authority (FHA) 

Renewed Hope Estate at Ekpene Ukim in Uruan Local 
G o v e r n m e n t  A r e a ,  m a r k i n g  t h e  o ffi c i a l 
commencement of President Bola Tinubu’s Housing 
Project in the State.

Governor Eno described the ini�a�ve as a clear 
demonstra�on of produc�ve collabora�on between 
the State and Federal governments, expressing 
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E t o k ,  h a i l e d  G o v e r n o r  E n o ’s  u n c o m m o n 
commitment to collabora�on and result-oriented 
governance, describing the project as another proof 
of his promise-keeping leadership.

The Managing Director and Chief Execu�ve Officer of 
the Federal Housing Authority, Hon. Oyetunde Ojo, 
expressed delight that Akwa Ibom was chosen to 
host the first Renewed Hope Estate, a�ribu�ng the 
decision to the state’s excep�onal hospitality and 

development-friendly environment.

Goodwill messages were also delivered by the 
Board Chairman of Ibom Mortgage Bank and 
the Managing Director of FMHA Mortgage Bank 
Ltd, who both applauded the President and the 
Governor for jointly expanding access to 
affordable housing. They prayed for con�nued 
wisdom and success for both leaders as they 
work towards improving ci�zens’ welfare 
through sustainable housing ini�a�ves.

apprecia�on to President Tinubu and the Federal 
Housing Authority for selec�ng Akwa Ibom as the flag-
off point for the project.

He emphasised that the project was in tandem with 
his administra�on’s commitment to reducing housing 
deficit in the State and improving ci�zens’ living 
standards, no�ng that it represents a model for future 
inter-governmental partnerships.

The Governor announced the alloca�on of an 
addi�onal 50 hectares of land to the Federal Ministry 
of Housing and Urban Development to support 
further expansion of the housing scheme. He also 
assured the project managers of  government 
backing, including the provision of access roads, 
security, and other logis�cs to ensure smooth and 
�mely comple�on.

“We thank the Federal Housing Authority for their 
collabora�on and for making Akwa Ibom the first 
State where the Renewed Hope Estate is being 
launched. I am deeply grateful to President Bola 
Tinubu for approving this project across the country,” 
Governor Eno stated.

Earlier, the Chairman of Uruan Local Government 
Council, Hon. Iniobong Ekpenyong, commended both 
President Tinubu and Governor Eno for bringing the 
Renewed Hope project to the area. He pledged the 
local government’s full coopera�on, par�cularly in 
ensuring the security and successful execu�on of the 
project.

Also speaking, the Chairman, Commissioning 
Commi�ee and Estate Services, Arch. Ezekiel Nya-
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“I want to welcome everyone to the signing ceremony 
of this agreement between the Akwa Ibom State 
Government and MediaGuru Consultant, LLC, for the 
provision of consultancy, design, procurement, and 
installa�on of broadcast equipment for AKBC,” the 
Governor stated.

He expressed op�mism that the project, upon 
comple�on, will not only strengthen the State’s 
broadcast capacity but also project the image and 
achievements of Akwa Ibom people to the global 
audience through professional and compe��ve media 
services.

Speaking at the event, the Director General of AKBC, 
Mrs. Imaobong Udoh, lauded Governor Eno for 
demonstra�ng visionary leadership and fulfilling his 
promise to revolu�onise the State’s broadcast sector. 
She described the agreement as a historic milestone in 
the evolu�on of AKBC.

According to her, "The management and staff of the 
Corpora�on are excited to witness the commencement 
of a transforma�on that will posi�on AKBC in its righ�ul 
place among top broadcast sta�ons in Nigeria and 
beyond."

The s igning ceremony was a�ended by the 
Commissioner for Informa�on, Rt. Hon. Aniekan 
Umanah, other government officials, and members of 
the AKBC management and staff, who commended the 
Governor for his forward-looking approach to media 
development in the State.

In a major step towards overhauling the 
State’s informa�on and communica�on 
infrastructure, Governor Umo Eno, on 

Wednesday, November 5, entered into a 
partnership with MediaGuru Consultant, 
LLC, Dubai, for the transforma�on of the 
Akwa Ibom Broadcas�ng Corpora�on 
(AKBC), into a world-class integrated 
broadcast sta�on.

The agreement, signed at Government 
H o u s e ,  U y o ,  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e 
a d m i n i s t r a � o n ’s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
modernising the State-owned media ou�it 
and enhancing its capacity to deliver high-
quality broadcas�ng services comparable to 
interna�onal standards.

Governor Eno, who was represented by the Secretary 
to the State Government, Prince Enobong Uwah, 
explained that the contract covers consultancy, design, 
procurement, and installa�on of cu�ng-edge 
broadcast equipment. He emphasised that the 
ini�a�ve aligns with his campaign pledge to reposi�on 
AKBC as a major communica�on hub in Nigeria.

Gov Eno Fulfils Promise on AKBC Upgrade,
Signs Pact for Integrated Broadcasting Project
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technical capacity.

Following a presenta�on by the Commissioner for Health, Dr. 
Ekem John on the ongoing State of Emergency in the Health 
Sector, the State government approved the immediate 
deployment of re-engaged re�red health workers on contract 
to health facili�es across the State. The Ministry of Health was 
also directed to commence work on eight General Hospitals, 29 
P r i m a r y  H e a l t h c a re  C e n t re s ,  a n d  t h e  M o l e c u l a r 
Diagnos�cs/State Public Health Laboratory and Isola�on 
Centre, while Tuesday, November 18, was approved as new 
date for the commissioning of the General Hospital, Ukanafun.

In a significant step to reclaim valuable State assets, approval 
was given for the release of ₦4.15 billion to Anchor Insurance 
Limited to recover prime proper�es earlier exchanged during 
the company’s recapitalisa�on process. The Governor further 
directed the appointment of a reputable estate valuer to assess 
the Lagos-based proper�es and mandated APICO and AKICORP 
to work collabora�vely in conver�ng such assets into wealth-
genera�ng ventures for the State.

Addi�onally, reports  were received from AKICORP on the 
financial health of State-owned financial ins�tu�ons with 
direc�ve that the management of each ins�tu�on should 
appear before the Execu�ve Council in subsequent mee�ngs for 
detailed presenta�ons.

The A�orney-General and Commissioner for Jus�ce, Uko 
Udom, SAN, also presented proposed Execu�ve Bills, including 
the Domes�ca�on and Harmoniza�on of Taxes and Levies Bill 
and the Akwa Ibom State Property Tax Law, in line with the 
newly enacted Na�onal Tax Act. Also approved, was the 
transmission of the bills to the State House of Assembly for 
legisla�ve considera�on and passage. A related briefing from 
AKIRS outlined the implica�ons of the new tax regime for the 
State’s fiscal framework.

Commending the outgoing Head of Civil Service, Elder Effiong 
Essien for his meritorious service to the State, Governor Eno 
and Council members wished him con�nued success in his 
future endeavours. The news of the demise of a respected 
senior cleric in the State, Rev. Emmanuel Ossom was received, 
and members directed to pay a condolence visit to the 
bereaved family while praying for the peaceful repose of his 
soul.

The Akwa Ibom State Government, has approved a total 
budget size of ₦1.390 trillion for the 2026 fiscal year.

The budget proposal, was approved for onward transmission to 
the Akwa Ibom State House of Assembly, on Wednesday, 
November 5,  during an enlarged State Exco mee�ng presided 
over by Governor Umo Eno at Government House, Uyo. 

Welcoming members and other a�endees, including Permanent 
Secretaries and Heads of Extra-Ministerial Departments, 
Governor Eno, noted that the budget, anchored on deepening 
the dividends of the ARISE Agenda, priori�ses agricultural 
development, rural transforma�on, infrastructure expansion, 
educa�on, tourism growth, healthcare advancement, economic 
diversifica�on, and environmental sustainability.

The approved 2026 fiscal plan, emphasises the comple�on of 
ongoing flagship projects, job crea�on through Micro Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSME) support and tourism promo�on, 
improvement in transporta�on through the deployment of CNG 
buses and ferries, as well as the promo�on of transparency, fiscal 
discipline, and human capital development, par�cularly for 
women, youths, and vulnerable groups.

Urging con�nued dedica�on and commitment to the effec�ve 
implementa�on of the ARISE Agenda for sustainable growth and 
inclusive development across the State, the government also 
ra�fied the approval of the Finance and General Purpose 
Commi�ee (FGPC) on various projects, including the 
upward review of the total project cost for the Avia�on 
Village at the Victor A�ah Interna�onal Airport. 

In another major decision, Council endorsed the FGPC’s 
approval for the consultancy, design, procurement, and 
installa�on of broadcast equipment and system 
integra�on for AKBC Television and Radio, awarded to a 
MediaGuru LLC, Dubai. The move aims at enhancing 
broadcast quality and strengthening the corpora�on’s 

AKSG Approves N1.39 Trillion Budget for 2026 Fiscal Year
Ra�fies key infrastructure, healthcare, investment decisions at enlarged exco mee�ng
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women’s par�cipa�on in science and technology through 
mentorship, early access to resources, and structured skills 
development programmes.

Lady Obareki further described the roundtable as a 
significant contribu�on to Akwa Ibom’s innova�on and 
digital transforma�on agenda, commending the impressive 
turnout of female professionals. Their par�cipa�on, 
according to her, was a demonstra�on of growing 
confidence in women’s capacity to lead in the digital future 
of Akwa Ibom and Nigeria at large.

She called on women already excelling in technology to 
extend mentorship and create pathways for younger 
women, championing parity and advocacy for female 

advancement in the sector. Lady Obareki also reaffirmed 
her office’s readiness to collaborate with local and 
interna�onal organisa�ons to expand GIFA’s literacy, 
learning, and empowerment ini�a�ves across all Local 
Government Areas.

Earlier, the Chairman of the 2025 Akwa Ibom Tech Week 
Planning Commi�ee, Mrs. Eno-Abasi Emah, explained 
that the GIFA Women in Tech Roundtable was convened to 
deliberate on challenges confron�ng women in the tech 
industry, share success stories, and design ac�onable 
solu�ons. The interac�ve session, she observed, also 
sought to strengthen collabora�on among female leaders 
and stakeholders working to promote gender inclusion in 
the technology ecosystem.

The Coordinator, Office of the First Lady, and Chairman, 
Board of Trustees of the Golden Ini�a�ve for All 
(GIFA), Lady Helen Obareki, has reiterated her 

dedica�on to advancing women’s leadership in technology.

Lady Obareki made this known while announcing a major 
partnership, aimed at training 500 women in Akwa Ibom 
annually in essen�al digital and innova�on skills.

Making the announcement during the GIFA Women in Tech 
Breakfast Roundtable with the theme, “Empowering 
Women in Tech: From Aspiring to Leadership,” held on 
Wednesday, November 5, at Breakforth Hotel, Uyo, the 
Coordinator noted that the ini�a�ve serves as a strategic 
pla�orm for female tech professionals, entrepreneurs, and 
innovators to engage on pathways to enhance women’s 
par�cipa�on in the technology ecosystem.

She disclosed that the collabora�on between GIFA, Mosaic, 
and Afrilabs, the largest pan-African network of technology 
hubs and innova�on centres, will provide training 
opportuni�es in  cr i�cal  areas such as  so�ware 
development, data analysis, and innova�on management. 
According to her, the programme is designed to equip 
par�cipants with market-relevant digital skills that will 
empower them to ac�vely drive the State’s digital economy.

“We are launching an intensive, year-round programme to 
train 500 Akwa Ibom women in technology-driven fields. 
Our vision is to create a pipeline of female developers, data 
analysts, and innovators who will not just par�cipate in, but 
lead, the digital transforma�on of our State,” Lady Obareki 
stated. 

Emphasising the importance of women occupying 
leadership posi�ons in technology, Lady Obareki noted that 
greater female representa�on in boardrooms and 
policymaking spaces enhances innova�on outcomes. She 
further reaffirmed GIFA’s resolve to break barriers limi�ng 

First Lady's Office Unveils Major
Tech Training Drive for A'Ibom Women

As 511 males, 633 females take Oath of Allegiance
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lauded the coopera�on of the candidates.

Also speaking, the Commissioner for Science and 
Digital Economy, Dr. Frank Ekpenyong, expressed 
delight over the orderly conduct of candidates and 
the smooth opera�on of the CBT process. He 
explained that each candidate undergoes verifica�on 
before being admi�ed into the examina�on hall, and 
upon comple�on, receives their test scores instantly, 
both on screen and via email.

Dr. Ekpenyong clarified that the recruitment exercise 
extends beyond the CBT, as data generated from the 
test will  be forwarded to the Civil  Service 
Commission to determine qualified applicants for 
subsequent interview stages. He assured all 
applicants that those who applied for the 
recruitment will be scheduled to take part in the CBT.

Some candidates who spoke to 
n ews m e n  a p p l a u d e d  t h e 
transparent and well-organised 
process. They lauded the State 
government for providing a 
conducive environment that 
guarantees equal opportunity 
for all applicants. The CBT, they 
n o t e d ,  r e fl e c t s  t h e 
government’s commitment to 
reforming the civil service 
recru i tment  process  and 
ensuring a fair, technology-
driven system.

The Head of Civil Service, Elder Effiong 
Essien, has assured candidates 
par�cipa�ng in the ongoing Akwa 

Ibom State Civil Service Recruitment 
Computer-Based Test (CBT), of a credible, 
foolproof, and merit-driven selec�on 
process.

Elder Essien gave the assurance on Tuesday, 
November 4,  during a v is it  to the 
examina�on centre at the Civil Service 
Auditorium, Idongesit Nkanga Secretariat, 
Uyo.

Explaining that the CBT marks the beginning of the 
recruitment test for candidates in the teaching, 
mainstream, and health service cadres, the HoS 
emphasised that the computer-based method has 
enhanced orderliness, transparency, and fairness in 
the recruitment process.

He commended Governor Umo Eno for introducing 
innova�ve measures  that  have  redefined 
recruitment process, no�ng that the inclusion of a 
Mock Test prior to the ARISE CBT Main Examina�on, 
allowed candidates to familiarise themselves with 
the process.

Elder Essien further disclosed that the examina�on is 
structured in daily batches to ensure smooth 
coordina�on and effec�ve supervision. He expressed 
sa�sfac�on with the conduct of the exercise and 

HoS Monitors Ongoing CBT Exam, Affirms
Transparent Recruitment Process

Announces imminent flag-off of 350-bed Ibom Int'l Mul�-Specialist Hospital
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The State Governor, Pastor Umo Eno, has 
reiterated his administra�on’s commitment to 
improving healthcare delivery through strategic 

co l l a b o ra� o n  w i t h  re p u ta b l e  i nte r n a� o n a l 
organisa�ons, including Rotary Interna�onal and the 
Rotary Founda�on.

Governor Eno gave the assurance on Tuesday, 
November 4, while receiving members of the Rotary 
Interna�onal, led by the Trustee Chairman of the 
Rotary Founda�on, Mr. Holger Knaack, on a courtesy 
visit at Government House, Uyo.

The Governor, who is a Paul Harris Fellow of the Rotary 
Club, commended the Founda�on for selec�ng Akwa 
Ibom as a pilot State for the Rotary Healthy 
Communi�es Challenge, describing the ini�a�ve as 
�mely and fully aligned with his administra�on’s ARISE 
Agenda.

He noted that the partnership complements the 
State’s healthcare priori�es, especially the ARISE 
Healthcare Ini�a�ve, which focuses on reducing 
maternal and child mortality, and pledged the 
government’s readiness to collaborate with Rotary 
Interna�onal to enhance the wellbeing of Akwa Ibom 
ci�zens.

Governor Eno highlighted that his administra�on has 
embarked on extensive rehabi l i ta�on and 
construc�on of primary healthcare centres across all 
31 local government areas, to make quality 
healthcare services accessible to residents. He 
further revealed that the State recently awarded its 
largest-ever single healthcare contract for the 

construc�on of an Interna�onal Medical Centre, 
aimed at posi�oning Akwa Ibom as a leading hub for 
medical tourism in the region.

Earlier in his remarks, the Country Lead of the Rotary 
Healthy Communi�es Challenge, Mr. Dele Balogun, 
explained that the ini�a�ve seeks to support Akwa 
Ibom’s  healthcare programmes by tack l ing 
preventable childhood diseases such as diarrhoea, 
pneumonia, and malaria. He added that trained 
volunteers will conduct community sensi�sa�on and 
provide free tes�ng and treatment for common 
illnesses.

Mr. Balogun further disclosed that Akwa Ibom’s 
selec�on for the project followed recommenda�ons 
by the Na�onal Primary Healthcare Development 
Agency, with sponsorship from the Rotary Founda�on 
and other interna�onal partners, while expressing 
apprecia�on for the government’s proac�ve support.

In his remarks, the Trustee Chairman of the Rotary 
Founda�on, Mr. Holger Knaack, reaffirmed the 
organisa�on’s commitment to suppor�ng Nigeria’s 
healthcare goals and sustaining the global fight against 
polio. He later decorated Governor Eno with the 
pres�gious Rotary pin in recogni�on of his leadership. 

The Rotary delega�on also toured the ARISE Palm 
Resort, where they commended the visionary strides 
of the Governor in tourism and sustainable 
development.

A’Ibom, Rotary Int’l Forge Strategic
Alliance to Boost Healthcare Delivery

Explains Ra�onale Behind ARISE Shopping City Establishment 
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qua l ified  Akwa Ibom profess iona ls  in  i t s 
management and technical opera�ons, highligh�ng 
the State’s large pool of well-trained and 
experienced manpower in the oil and gas sector. He 
further emphasized that host communi�es, 
par�cularly Effiat and Mbo, must benefit from 
employment opportuni�es, contracts, and social 
projects arising from the company’s ac�vi�es.

Reflec�ng on the importance of his presence at the 
event, Governor Eno said:
“For me to fly the distance and be here  in person 
underscores the importance we place as a 

government in encouraging investors to come and work in 
Akwa Ibom. But in doing this, the interests of our people 
must be placed in the upper echelon of things.”

Governor Eno also reaffirmed his government’s 
unwavering commitment to maintaining peace and 
security, which he described as the founda�on of the 
State’s economic transforma�on under the ARISE 
Agenda.

“As a government, we will con�nue to provide security 
and maintain a peaceful opera�ng environment for your 
company’s success. Akwa Ibom is open for business, and 
we stand ready to partner with serious investors to 
promote mutual growth and development,” the Governor 
stated.

He commended Oriental Energy  for its confidence in 
Akwa Ibom and assured that his administra�on will 
sustain policies that enhance the ease of doing business 
and a�ract more investors to the State.

NEWS WEEKLY
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Akwa Ibom State Governor, Pastor Umo Eno, has 
charged Oriental Energy Resources  to priori�ze 
local content par�cipa�on and ensure that Akwa 

Ibom people, par�cularly those from the host 
communi�es, benefit fully from the company’s 
opera�ons in the State.

Governor Eno made the call while delivering his remarks 
on Saturday, November 8, at the Sail Away Ceremony of 
the EMEM FPSO held in Dubai, describing the event as a 
landmark moment in Nigeria’s oil and gas sector and a 
reaffirma�on of Akwa Ibom’s leading role as a key oil-
producing state.

The Governor explained that the EMEM FPSO, owned by 
Oriental Energy, will be deployed to Petroleum Mining 
Lease (PML) 15, in Akwa Ibom State, where it will handle 
crude oil produc�on, processing, and offloading 
opera�ons from the Okwok Field in Mbo Local 
Government Area.

He noted that the name Emem, which means peace, 
beau�ful ly  reflects Akwa Ibom’s development 
philosophy, rooted in peace, hospitality, and a firm 
commitment to crea�ng an environment that a�racts 
investors and fosters sustainable growth.

Governor  Eno reaffirmed his  administra�on’s 
commitment to working closely with Oriental Energy but 
urged the company to deepen its partnership with the 
State by aligning its opera�ons with the provisions of the 
Nigerian Content Act and other relevant regula�ons. He 
appealed to the company to establish a func�onal office 
in Uyo to coordinate opera�ons from the State 
headquarters.

The Governor also encouraged Oriental Energy to engage 

Gov Eno Tasks Oriental Energy on
Local Content for Akwa Ibom People
Guarantees Safe Opera�ng Environment
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opportuni�es from the na�onal level.
In his remarks, Comrade Iwok, who led the delega�on, 
congratulated Dr. Umobong on her appointment and 
described her as one of Akwa Ibom’s illustrious daughters 
making the State proud at the federal level. He explained 
that the purpose of the visit was to strengthen �es and 
explore areas of collabora�on that would enhance 
mobilisa�on efforts in promo�ng both Governor Eno’s 
ARISE Agenda and President Tinubu’s Renewed Hope 
Agenda.

Comrade Iwok further iden�fied three key areas of 
poten�al collabora�on, including mobilising support for 
Federal Government programmes, building the capacity of 
State ins�tu�ons and stakeholders, and facilita�ng policy 
exchange between the Federal and State governments.

Also speaking, Hon. Mmemaobong Ekukinam, Special 
Assistant to the Governor on Mobiliza�on, commended the 
synergy between the Presidency and State Governors in 

implemen�ng the Renewed Hope Agenda at the grassroots 
level. She appealed for stronger collabora�on and exchange of 
informa�on on federal policies to enable Akwa Ibom ci�zens 
living in the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) benefit from 
empowerment ini�a�ves and social investment programmes.

In his vote of thanks, Mr. Eto-Abasi Okokon, Director of Public 
Affairs and Bilateral Rela�ons in the OSGF, and patron of the 
Akwa Ibom Community, Abuja, lauded the delega�on for 
fostering a construc�ve link between the State and the Federal 
government. He commended the Governor’s aides for their 
ini�a�ve and encouraged sustained engagement for mutual 
development.

A�endance included, Mr. Emmanuel Agber, Special Assistant to 
the Permanent Secretary, Cabinet Affairs, officials from the 
Akwa Ibom State Liaison Office, Abuja, and other stakeholders.

The Office of the Secretary to the Government of the 
Federa�on (OSGF), has expressed readiness to partner 
with the Akwa Ibom State Government under Governor 

Umo Eno’s leadership on key development ini�a�ves, aimed at 
improving the welfare of ci�zens and advancing growth.

The assurance was given by the Permanent Secretary, Cabinet 
Affairs, OSGF, Dr. Emanso Umobong, on Monday, November 3, 
during a courtesy visit by the Special Assistants to the Governor 
on Mobiliza�on, Abuja, at her office.

Expressing apprecia�on to the delega�on for the visit, Dr. 
Umobong reaffirmed her commitment to suppor�ng Governor 
Eno’s development vision. She disclosed ongoing efforts made 
at a�rac�ng life-changing federal projects to Akwa Ibom, 
including the reconstruc�on of major roads currently being 
handled by the Federal Government.

The Permanent Secretary further assured 
that her office would work closely with the 
Governor ’s  Spec ia l  Ass istants  on 
Mobiliza�on, Abuja, to bring more federal 
empowerment programmes and social 
investment schemes to the State. She also 
revealed plans to collaborate with 
relevant ministries to ensure greater 
inclusion of Akwa Ibom indigenes in 
federal development ini�a�ves.

Dr. Umobong described the visit as 
strategic and �mely, underscoring the 
importance of deepening collabora�on 
b e t w e e n  t h e  F e d e r a l  a n d  S t a t e 
governments for improved access to 
i n f o r m a � o n ,  p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  a n d 

SGF Office Pledges Partnership with
Pastor Eno on Strategic Devt Initiatives 



Restates resolve for inclusive governance, rural transforma�on

He commended Dr. Aba�’s dis�nguished career in 
journalism and public communica�on, par�cularly 
his service as Presiden�al Spokesman, where he 
played a pivotal role in shaping na�onal narra�ves 
and policy discourse. According to the Governor, Dr. 
Aba�’s professionalism and insight have con�nued 
to elevate public understanding of governance and 
democracy.

The State Chief Execu�ve, further  acknowledged 
the celebrator's construc�ve engagement with the 
Akwa Ibom development agenda, no�ng that his 
objec�ve commentaries and media advocacy have 
been instrumental in fostering posi�ve na�onal 
a�en�on towards the State. “Let me thank you for 
the construc�ve engagement you have extended to 

us as we galvanise our people to arise and expand the 
fron�ers of development,” he stated.

Expressing op�mism that the cordial rela�onship between 
Dr. Aba� and the Akwa Ibom State Government would 
con�nue to flourish, Pastor Eno wished him good health, 
renewed strength, and many more years of impac�ul service 
to the na�on.

The celebra�on drew an array of dis�nguished Nigerians, 
members of the diploma�c corps, and leading figures in the 
media industry. Notable a�endees included, former Ogun 
State Governor, Aremo Osoba; Publisher of ThisDay 
Newspapers, Prince Nduka Obaigbena; the Alake of 
Egbaland, Oba Adedotun Gbadebo; former Minister of 
Health, Prince Julius Adelusi-Adeluyi; Publisher of The 
Guardian, Lady Maiden Alex-Ibru; Abia State Governor, Dr. 
A l e x  O � ;  a n d  t h e  G r o u p  C h i e f  B r a n d i n g  a n d 
Communica�ons Officer of Dangote Industries Limited, Mr. 
Anthony Chiejina, who represented Alhaji Aliko Dangote, 
President of the Dangote Group.
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The State Governor, Pastor Umo Eno, has extended 
warm felicita�ons to veteran journalist, author, and 
broadcaster, Dr. Reuben Aba�, on the occasion of his 

60th birthday and the public presenta�on of his latest books, 
“How Jonathan Became President” and “A Love Le�er and 
Other Stories.”

Governor Eno also described Dr. Aba� as a “purpose-driven 
intellectual and patriot, whose dis�nguished career has 
con�nued to enrich na�onal discourse and governance.”

The celebra�on, which held on Friday, October 5, at the 
Nigerian Ins�tute of Interna�onal Affairs (NIIA), Lagos, was a 
gathering of eminent personali�es, chaired by former 
President Goodluck Jonathan, with former President 
Olusegun Obasanjo serving as Father of the Day and the 
Catholic Bishop of Sokoto Diocese, Ma�hew Kukah, as Guest 
Speaker.

Represented at the occasion by the Commissioner for 
Informa�on, Rt. Hon. Aniekan Umanah, who was 
accompanied by the Chief Press Secretary to the Governor, 
Mr. Ekerete Udoh, Governor Eno delivered a 
goodwill message on behalf of the Government 
and people of Akwa Ibom State, expressing deep 
a d m i r a � o n  f o r  A b a � ’s  m u l � f a c e t e d 
contribu�ons to na�onal development.

The Governor praised the sexagenarian for a life 
of  consistent impact  across academia, 
journalism, law, and public service, no�ng that 
his work has profoundly shaped Nigeria’s 
intellectual and democra�c landscape. “At 60, 
you have lived a purpose-driven life, first as an 
academic exuding deep intellectual flourishes, a 
policy expert simplifying complex ideas for 
effec�ve governance,  and as  a  lawyer 
safeguarding the ideals of jus�ce,” the Governor 
said.

Gov Eno Felicitates Reuben Abati at 60
Commends his enduring contribu�ons to journalism, governance
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ensuring the success of the forthcoming 2025 ANPA 
Week.

Earlier in his remarks, the Chairman of the ANPA CPC, 
Elder Patrick Albert, acknowledged the exis�ng 
partnership with the government and the ministry, no�ng 
its impact during the inaugura�on of the Pastor Osuini-
Abasi Alfred-led execu�ve earlier in July.

He announced that the 2025 ANPA Week, scheduled for 
November 9–13, will feature the installa�on of Governor 
Umo Eno as ANPA Grand Patron and conferment of the 
Golden Award of Pillar of Unity in Akwa Ibom State on 
him. Rt. Hon. Umanah and former University of Uyo Vice 
Chancellor, Prof. Enefiok Essien, are expected to deliver 
the keynote address and sub-theme lecture respec�vely.

Elder Albert outlined key ac�vi�es for the week, including 
a free medical outreach, visits to orphanages and 
government projects, and an interac�ve evening with 

newspaper distributors and vendors, among 
others .  He emphasised that  community 
newspapers remain vital for amplifying local 
voices, driving economic growth, and deepening 
democracy.

In a vote of thanks, the Permanent Secretary, 
Akparawa James Edet,  lauded ANPA for 
complemen�ng the informa�on management 
efforts of the ministry, and reaffirmed con�nued 
collabora�on. He cau�oned media professionals 
to ensure that “breaking news should not break 
the society.”

The Amalgamated Newspaper 
Publishers Associa�on (ANPA), 
has been urged to sustain its 

c o l l a b o r a � o n  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e 
g o v e r n m e n t  i n  d i s s e m i n a � n g 
informa�on and enlightening the 
public on the dividends of democracy 
through Governor Umo Eno’s ARISE 
Agenda.

The Commissioner for Informa�on, Rt. 
Hon. Aniekan Umanah, gave the charge 
when he received members of the 
Central Planning Commi�ee (CPC) of 
the 2025 ANPA Week on a courtesy visit 
to his office on Thursday, November 6.

Describing community newspapers as 
the heartbeat of journalism and the most effec�ve 
medium for grassroots engagement, Rt. Hon. Umanah 
encouraged publishers to remain steadfast in their role of 
highligh�ng government programmes and promo�ng the 
ARISE vision for sustainable development.

He lauded Governor Eno’s commitment to the media 
sector, ci�ng the recent signing of the contract for the 
construc�on and system integra�on of the ultra-modern 
AKBC complex, an achievement he described as a 
landmark development for both the government and the 
media community.

Commending the leadership of ANPA for fostering 
professionalism, unity, and collabora�on among local 
publishers, the Commissioner assured the associa�on of 
the State government’s con�nued partnership and 
support under the media-friendly leadership of the 
Governor. He further pledged the ministry’s assistance in 

Info Ministry Urges ANPA to Deepen Partnership
in Promoting ARISE Agenda, Democratic Gains

Announces imminent flag-off of 350-bed Ibom Int'l Mul�-Specialist Hospital

Commends community newspapers as vital link to the grassroot
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Nsit Ibom: Aaron Vows to Upgrade Ikot Obio Etan
Facilities, Launches New Empowerment Initiatives

The Chairman of Nsit Ibom Local 
Government Area, Rt. Hon. Otobong 
A a r o n ,  h a s  r e a ffi r m e d  h e r 

administra�on’s commitment to grassroots 
development, pledging to upgrade key 
facili�es and introduce new empowerment 
programmes in Ikot Obio Etan community.

Aaron made this known during the 2025 Ikot 
Obio Etan Day Celebra�on and Grand 
Re c e p � o n ,  h e l d  i n  h e r  h o n o u r  o n 
Wednesday, November 5, at the Adult  
School.

The Council Chairman, who announced plans 
to transform the Adult Educa�on School into 
a full-fledged Skill Acquisi�on Centre and to 
construct a modern Civic Centre for the 
community, urged youths to embrace skill 
development,  assur ing that  tra ined 
indigenes would benefit from empowerment 
grants and equipment.

The Chairman of the occasion and former 
Speaker of the Akwa Ibom State House of 
Assembly, Rt. Hon. Anie�e Etuk commended 
the people of Ikot Obio Etan for their unity 

and support for their daughter. He urged 
them to con�nue coopera�ng with the  
Chairman to achieve more developmental 
goals.

Also speaking, Hon. Godwin Okponung, 
a n d  t h e  A LG O N  C h a i r m a n  H o n . 
Uwemedimo Udo both applauded the 
honour conferred on Rt. Hon. Aaron for 
her people-oriented leadership and 
called for sustained support. 

The highlight of the event was the 
conferment of the tradi�onal �tle, “Eka 
Esit Mbom of Ikot Obio Etan” on Rt. Hon. 
Otobong Aaron by the Village Council, in 

recogni�on of her outstanding contribu�ons 
to community development and service to 
humanity.
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Nigerian Legion Akwa Ibom Gets New
Chairman, Comrade Uwemedimo Bassey

The Nigerian Legion, Akwa Ibom State Command, 
has inaugurated a new leadership team, led by 
Comrade Uwemedimo Bassey, following a 

transparent and credible elec�on held on Thursday, 
October 30, at the Women Development Centre, IBB Way, 
Uyo. 

The exercise, which brought an end to the tenure of the 
previous execu�ve, was witnessed by top government 
officials, veterans, and representa�ves from the Ministry 
of Women Affairs and Social Welfare.

In her goodwill message, the Commissioner for Women 
Affairs and Social Welfare, Hon. Inibehe Etukudo 
congratulated the newly elected officers for their 
emergence through a fair and inclusive process. She 
commended the Nigerian Legion for demonstra�ng unity 
and discipline, which according to her, are essen�al 
values of military service and leadership.

Describing the elec�on as a milestone in the Legion’s 
history, Hon. Etukudo maintained that the process 
reflected the organisa�on’s commitment to democra�c 
ideals and the pursuit of capable leadership. She 
lauded the Legion’s con�nued service to the 
na�on through the care and support it extends 
to veterans and their families.

Represented by the Director of Economic 
Services, Barr. Nkechi Udoh, the Commissioner 
further applauded the electoral officers from 
Abuja, Mrs. Lore�a Amadi and Mrs. Comfort 
Asiya, for their professionalism and impar�al 
conduct during the polls. She reaffirmed the 
ministry’s readiness to strengthen collabora�on 
with the Nigerian Legion to promote the welfare 
and economic empowerment of ex-servicemen, 

widows, and dependents across Akwa Ibom.

Delivering his valedictory address, the outgoing State 
Cha i rman,  Comrade  Joseph  Esu ,  expressed 
apprecia�on to the Ministry of Women Affairs and 
Social Welfare for its consistent support throughout his 
administra�on. He thanked members of the Legion for 
the privilege to serve, urging them to extend the same 
coopera�on to the new leadership.

Comrade Uwemedimo Bassey emerged as the new 
State Chairman a�er polling 22 votes to defeat his 
opponent, Comrade Imo Akpabio, who garnered eight 

votes. Other elected officers included, Comrade Edumoh 
Ekeredu, Vice Chairman and Comrade E�m Okodi, 
Treasurer, both of whom were elected unopposed, while 
Comrade Ubong Aniama was appointed as the State 
Secretary.

In his acceptance speech, Comrade Bassey pledged to 
promote patrio�sm, unity, and civic responsibility among 
members  of  the Legion.  He assured that  h is 
administra�on would priori�se the welfare of veterans, 
widows, and their dependents while fostering 
development in i�a�ves that  would upl i� the 
organisa�on and its members.

The elec�on, conducted in accordance with the Nigerian 
Legion Act No. 37 of 1988, concluded with the formal 
swearing-in of the new execu�ve, the presenta�on of 
cer�ficates of return, and a group photograph. The 
peaceful transi�on marked a renewed era of dedicated 
leadership focused on service, welfare, and na�onal 
development within the Nigerian Legion, Akwa Ibom 
State Command.
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promo�ng ini�a�ves that improve 
livelihoods and strengthen the local 
e c o n o my.  S h e  e n c o u ra g e d  t h e 
associa�on to provide updates once a 
suitable loca�on for the farm is 
iden�fied, so that the council can offer 
necessary assistance.

Earlier, the CAN Chairman, Akparawa 
E�eno Offor, said the associa�on 
iden�fied Ikono as a poten�al cocoa-
producing hub, ci�ng the area’s fer�le 
l a n d  a n d  t h e  c o u n c i l ’s  v i s i b l e 
commitment  to  agr iculture.  He 
explained that the establishment of the 
cocoa farm would not only create jobs 

but also contribute to food security and revenue 
genera�on.

The mee�ng was a�ended by key officials 
including the Vice Chairman, Hon. Ukai  Bassey; 
Counci l  Secretary,  Hon.  Bassey Umoh; 
Supervisor for Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, Hon. Pa�ence Effiong; and Director of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, Deacon 
Michael Akpan, among others.

The Chairman of Ikono Local Government 
Area, Rt. Hon. Oto-obong Essien, has 
reaffirmed her administra�on’s readiness 

to collaborate with relevant stakeholders to 
promote cocoa cul�va�on and enhance 
agricultural produc�vity in the area.

Rt. Hon. Essien made this known on Tuesday, 
November 4, while receiving the leadership of 
the Cocoa Associa�on of Nigeria (CAN), Akwa 
Ibom State Chapter, led by its Chairman, 
Akparawa E�eno Offor, during a 
courtesy visit at the council 
secretariat, Ibiaku Ntok Okpo.

She commended the associa�on 
for choosing Ikono as a partner in 
t h e  p r o p o s e d  c o c o a  fa r m 
ini�a�ve, no�ng that the project 
a l igns  wi th  her  agenda  to 
p r o m o t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l 
development and economic 
empowerment at the grassroots.

The Council Chairman assured 
t h e  d e l e g a � o n  o f  h e r 
administra�on’s support and 
dedica�on to inves�ng in and 

Ikono: Essien Reaffirms Readiness to
Collaborate On Cocoa Development Initiative
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preparing students for global opportuni�es and 
collabora�on.

The compe��on was coordinated under the 
leadership of Mrs. Lizzy Udoh, Director of the 
French Language Centre, and Mrs. Annie Bassey, 
Chairperson of the Nigeria Associa�on of French 
Teachers (NAFT), Akwa Ibom State Chapter.

In their remarks, the organisers appreciated the 
Ministry of Educa�on for its unwavering support 
and encouragement. They reaffirmed their 
commitment to sustaining the ini�a�ve, which 
aligns with the ARISE Agenda of Governor Eno, 
aimed at promo�ng educa�onal excellence, 
youth empowerment, and cultural integra�on.

A�er  a  keenly  contested compe��on, 
Methodist Secondary School, Ibiaku Ishiet, 
clinched the 1st posi�on, followed by Radiant 
Hills Academy, Uyo, in 2nd place, and The 
Apostolic Church Model School, Uyo, which 
came 3rd.

Individual awards were also presented, with 
Emmanuella John of Classical Model Academy, Ikot 
Ekpene Udo, Nsit Ubium, emerging as the Best 
Performer,  whi le  Angela  V ictus  of  Br ianna 
Interna�onal School, Ifa Atai, Uyo, was named Best 
Dancer

The Nigeria Associa�on of French Teachers 
(NAFT), in collabora�on with the French 
Language Centre (FLC), Akwa Ibom State, 

successfully hosted the 2025 Inter-Schools French 
Compe��on on Thursday, October 30, at the 
Community Secondary School, Aka Offot, Uyo.

The event, which had the theme, 
“ARISE Agenda of Pastor Umo 
Bassey Eno (PhD),” brought 
together students from various 
s ch o o ls  to  s h owca s e  t h e i r 
p r o fi c i e n c y  i n  t h e  F r e n c h 
language, cultural performances, 
and crea�ve expressions.

The Commissioner for Educa�on, 
P r o f .  U b o n g  U m o h ,  w h o 
commended the organisers for 
their dedica�on to advancing 
language educa�on in the State,  
also emphasised that proficiency 
in interna�onal languages such as 
French plays a vital  role in 

Inter-Schools French Competition
Celebrates Excellence in A'Ibom 
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t h e  e x e r c i s e  r e fl e c t s  h i s 
administra�on’s commitment to 
proac�ve service delivery and 
aligns with the ARISE Agenda of 
G o v e r n o r  U m o  E n o ,  w h i c h 
priori�ses cleaner, safer, and more 
resilient communi�es across the 
State.

Residents of the affected area have 
commended the Council for the 
swi� response, describing it as a 
welcome relief to years of recurring 
flooding that o�en hindered 
movement and disrupted business 
ac�vi�es.

Those present to supervise the 
opera�on included, the Council’s 

Director of Works, Arc. Emmanuel Ekoh; Dean of 
Supervisors and Supervisor for Works, Obong 
Idara Akpan and other officials of the Council.

The Uyo Local Government Council has 
launched a comprehensive drainage 
interven�on to address the recurring 

flooding challenge in the A�ku Abubakar Flyover  
and its adjoining areas in Afaha Ube, Uyo.

Following several reports and an on-the-
spot assessment of the affected areas, the 
Chairman of Uyo Local Government 
Council, Hon. Uwemedimo Udo, on 
Wednesday, November 5, directed the 
Council’s Department of Works to iden�fy 
and tackle the root cause of water 
overflow that have been disrup�ng 
vehicular movement, weakening road 
surfaces, and affec�ng residents and 
businesses within the corridor.

According to Hon. Udo, the interven�on 
involves clearing and desil�ng of blocked 
dra inage  channe ls  and  d iver�ng 
floodwater to prevent future overflows, 
especially during heavy rainfall.

The Council Chairman emphasised that 

Uyo Council Launches Drainage Intervention
to Curb Flooding At Atiku Abubakar Flyover
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Says his mission is to help those who have nobody 

In a goodwill message, Mrs. Ime Akpan, 
Director of Inspectorate, Ministry of Local 
Government and Chie�aincy Affairs, 
commended the Chairman’s vision and 
alignment with Governor Umo Eno’s 
development agenda.

Highlights included paper presenta�ons, 
budget reviews, and project valida�on 
sessions. Dignitaries present included the 
Vice Chairman, Hon. Arit Ambit; Secretary to 
the Council, Hon. Amana Henshaw; and the 
Leader of the Legislature, Hon. Sunday Eyo, 
among others.

The Chairman of Urue Offong/Oruko 
Local Government Area, Rt. Hon. Uno 
E � m  U n o ,  h a s  r e a ffi r m e d  h i s 

administra�on’s dedica�on to inclusive 
governance and sustainable development 
during a ci�zens’ engagement forum on the 
2026 budget process.

The session, organised in collabora�on with 
the State Ministry of Local Government and 
Chie�aincy Affairs, aimed to align the 
upcoming budget with the real needs of the 
people.

Hon. Uno underscored the importance of 
stakeholder par�cipa�on 
in budget planning, no�ng 
that community inputs had 
shaped the 2025 budget 
and would again guide 
2026 priori�es. “We will 
con�nue to do our best for 
the development of this 
local government area,” he 
assured.

Uno Reaffirms Commitment to Development
at Urue Offong/Oruko 2026 Budget Forum

By Aniekan Umanah
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Government and Chie�aincy Affairs, brought 
together representa�ves from the State Fiscal 
Responsibility Board, Policy Alert, community 
leaders, and development partners.

The Chairman noted that  stakeholder 
par�cipa�on is key to effec�ve budge�ng and 
sustainable development, adding that the 
Council will con�nue to align its policies with the 
vision of the ARISE Agenda under Governor 
Umo Eno.

Represen�ng the Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry, the Director of Planning, Research and 
Sta�s�cs, Mr. Patrick Iko�dem, said the 
consulta�on was part of the state government’s 
strategy to strengthen fiscal discipline and avoid 
duplica�on of projects across the 31 local 
government areas.

Other  speakers  f rom the  State  F i sca l 
Responsibi l i ty  Board and Pol icy Alert, 
commended the Counci l  Chairman for 
promo�ng transparency, inclusiveness, and 
accountability in governance, describing his 
leadersh ip  as  a  model  for  grassroots 
development.
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The Chairman of Eket Local Government 
Area, Hon. Akaniyene Tommey, has 
r e a ffi r m e d  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a � o n ’s 

unwavering commitment to transparency, 
accountability, and due process in governance.

Speaking during a stakeholders’ consulta�on on 
the 2026 budget held on 
Tuesday, November 4, at the 
Eket Council Hall, Hon. Tommey 
said his administra�on remains 
focused on par�cipatory and 
people-centered governance 
that ensures resources are 
judiciously managed for the 
benefit of all ci�zens.

The consulta�on, organised by 
the Eket Local Government 
Council in collabora�on with 
t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  L o c a l 

Eket: Tommey Restates Adherence to Transparency,
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y , F i s c a l  D i s c i p l i n e



- Page 24 © 2025 Ministry of Information 

NEWS WEEKLY

GOV ENO HOSTS THE TRUSTEE CHAIRMAN OF 
ROTARY FOUNDATION, HOLGER KNAACK.  
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THE HONOURABLE COMMISSIONER FOR INFORMATION, RT. HON ANIEKAN UMANAH ON A 
WORKING VISIT TO AKWA IBOM BROADCASTING CORPORATION (AKBC), NTAK INYANG. 
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