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overnor Umo Eno, has announced Gplans to further beau�fy and 
expand facili�es at the Ibom Plaza, 

in Uyo, as part of the tourism and urban 
renewal objec�ves of his ARISE Agenda.

Speaking on Tuesday, December 23, during 
the re-opening of the remodeled plaza, 
Governor Eno praised the Chairman of the 
Uyo Capital City Development Authority 
(UCCDA), Rt. Hon. Anie�e Eka, and his team 
for comple�ng the project within the set 
�meline, assuring residents that more 
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kwa Ibom State Governor, Pastor Umo AEno, has extended warm Christmas 
greetings to the people of the State at 

home and in the diaspora, urging them to 
embrace the season with gratitude, peace 
and love. He described Christmas as a time to 
reflect on the values of sacrifice, compassion 
and unity, which continue to guide his 
administration’s people-centred approach to 
governance.

In a concise video message released on 
December 25, Governor Eno prayed for God’s 
blessings upon the State and its people, 
encouraging a peaceful celebration filled 
with love, harmony and divine favour.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AKWA IBOM – Gov Eno
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centre.

The Governor further assured that facili�es at 
the plaza, par�cularly the restrooms, will be 
professionally managed and properly 
maintained by the UCCDA, reaffirming his 
administra�on’s commitment to tourism 
development and overall State growth.

In their separate remarks, the Commissioner 
for Culture and Tourism, Dr. Anie� Udofia, and 
the Chairman of Uyo Local Government 
Council, Hon. Uwemedimo Udo, commended 
Governor Eno for restoring Ibom Plaza to its 
former glory, describing the project as a bold 
step in urban renewal and a boost to cultural 
and tourism development.

Providing an overview of the project, the 
UCCDA Chairman, Rt. Hon. Anie�e Eka, 
recalled how the plaza had deteriorated into a 
haven for criminal ac�vi�es before the 
interven�on. He highlighted new features 
including art galleries, a security outpost with 
two Hilux patrol vehicles, LED screens for 
entertainment, and solar-powered ligh�ng, 
thanking the Governor for the opportunity to 
implement his vision of reposi�oning Ibom 
Plaza as a major tourism hub.

development are underway.

The Governor said the plaza was deliberately 
reclaimed to serve as a modern city square 
where residents can gather for movies, 
football viewings and other forms of 
entertainment, adding that a master plan is 
being developed for the facility, including a 
proposed flyover and other befi�ng 
infrastructure.

G o v e r n o r  E n o  a l s o  t h a n k e d  t h e 
Commissioner of Police, CP Mohammed 
Azare, for approving a security outpost at the 
plaza to safeguard lives and property. He 
announced strict opera�ng hours, sta�ng 
that the plaza will open at 7.00 am and close 
at midnight, with arrests 
awai�ng  anyone found 
within the premises a�er 
closing �me.

H e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e 
government will not tolerate 
criminal ac�vi�es at the 
plaza, averring that the 
restora�on aligns with the 
original vision of former 
Governor Obong Victor 
A�ah, who conceptualised 
the plaza as a peaceful civic 
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Senator Eyakenyi emphasised that the Christmas 
largesse was not a ceremonial gesture, but a 
prac�cal demonstra�on of compassion, and 
responsive leadership. She charged village heads 
and community leaders to ensure equitable, 
transparent, and non-discriminatory distribu�on of 
the items to all segments of their communi�es.

The Deputy Governor further supported the 
Governor’s ini�a�ve by dona�ng an addi�onal 100 
bags of rice and cash gi�s to her cons�tuents.

Similarly, the Secretary to the State Government, 
Prince Enobong Uwah convened the mee�ng for 
the people of Uyo Local Government Area at St. 
Patrick's Primary School, Abak Road, where himself 
and other stakeholders supported the exercise with 
N11 million and extra 900 bags of rice. Uwah 
assured the people of the Governor's commitment 
to their welfare, while urging them to support his 
re-elec�on bid in 2027.

As the Yule�de season unfolds, the State 
Governor, Pastor Umo Eno, has reaffirmed 
his commitment to people-centred, 

inclusive governance through the distribu�on of 
rice across the 31 LGAs.

Ac�ng on the Governor’s direc�ve, members of 
the State Execu�ve Council, local government 
chairmen and poli�cal aides on Saturday, 
December 20, embarked on a Christmas Home-
Going celebra�on, with the aim of taking 
governance, compassion, and leadership directly 
to the grassroots.

The Home-going celebra�on which held 
simultaneously in all local government areas, 
featured the distribu�on of 40 bags of rice to each 
village across the State.

Speaking at the Oron Local Government Council 
Secretariat, the Deputy Governor, Senator Akon 
Eyakenyi, described the exercise as a deliberate 
and strategic effort by Governor Eno to ensure 
that Akwa Ibom people feel the tangible impact 
of government, par�cularly during the fes�ve 
season.
She disclosed that the Governor specifically 
mandated her and other stakeholders to 
engage directly with the people, reassure them 
of their valued place within the ARISE Agenda, 
and foster a genuine sense of inclusion, love, 
and belonging during the Christmas season.

Christmas Home-Going: Gov Eno Reaffirms
Commitment to Inclusive Governance 
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Ibom would stand firmly behind the President and 
work towards his re-elec�on in 2027.

He also declared his support for the return of the 
Senate President, Senator Godswill Akpabio, in 2027, 
praising his leadership and contribu�ons to the State 
and the na�on. Governor Eno prayed for divine 
guidance as the country approaches another elec�on 
cycle, urging leaders and ci�zens alike to choose truth, 
unity, and the path to victory.

Further praying for peace and oneness among Akwa 
Ibom people, the Governor called for the burial of long-
standing animosi�es in favour of collec�ve progress. 
He fulfilled his earlier promise to the visually impaired 
singer, Chris Vick, by presen�ng him with a landed 
property and Cer�ficate of Occupancy, disclosing that 
construc�on of a four-bedroom flat was already 
underway.

In a sermon �tled, “Divine Visita�on,” drawn from Luke 
1:68, the General Secretary of the Assemblies of God, 
Rev. Godwin Amaowoh, charged Chris�ans to trust God 
for impact and transforma�on, no�ng that the birth of 
Jesus signifies open doors to salva�on and blessings.

The fes�val a�racted dignitaries across party lines, 
including the Deputy Governor, Senator Akon Eyakenyi; 
Wife of the Senate President, Mrs. Ekaete-Unoma 
Akpabio; the Ooni of Ife, HRM Adeyeye Enitan 
Ogunwusi; top government officials, lawmakers, 
captains of industry, and worshippers from within and 
outside the State.

Governor Umo Eno, has renewed call for unity, 
gra�tude, and respect for leaders, stressing 
that honouring past and present leadership is 

key to unlocking the State’s full development poten�al.

The Governor made the call during the 2025 Akwa 
Ibom Christmas Carols  Fes�val ,  held at  the 
Amphitheatre, Unity Park, Uyo, on Friday December 
19.

Commending former leaders of the State for their 
enduring legacies, such as the Ibom Interna�onal 
Airport and the annual Christmas Carol Fes�val as 
major milestones that have con�nued to drive tourism 
and economic growth, Governor Eno described the 
ini�a�ves as inspira�on to his administra�on, and 
pledged to sustain them for the collec�ve good of the 
people.

He urged ci�zens to resist divisive narra�ves, no�ng 
that unity and apprecia�on of sacrifices made by past 
leaders would accelerate sustainable growth. The 
Governor reaffirmed his commitment to deepening 
their visions, emphasising that progress thrives where 
service is celebrated rather than dishonoured.

On na�onal poli�cs, the State Chief Execu�ve pledged 
his administra�on’s con�nued support for President 
Bola Tinubu and the Renewed Hope Agenda, describing 
it as vital to addressing Nigeria’s economic, security, 
and governance challenges. He assured that Akwa 

2025 Carols: Gov Eno Renews
Call for Unity, Respect for Leaders
Fulfils promise to Chris Vick
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Welfare, Hon. Inibehe Etukudo, alongside staff of her 
office, for their dedica�on and �reless efforts, which 
according to her, ensured the success of the Christmas 
celebra�on.

In her welcome address, Hon. Etukudo lauded 
Governor Eno and Lady Obareki for priori�sing the 
welfare and happiness of children, par�cularly during 
the Yule�de, describing the ini�a�ve as a true 
reflec�on of the spirit of Christmas.

Delivering the Christmas message, Evangelist Becky 
Udom reminded the children that the celebra�on of 
the birth of Jesus Christ symbolises love, giving, 
compassion and peaceful co-existence. Goodwill 
messages were also delivered by Dr. Dorcas Esset, 
wife of the member represen�ng Uyo Federal 
Cons�tuency, and Mrs. Akaniyene Udo, wife of the 
Chairman of Uyo Local Government Council and 
President, WALGON, who praised Lady Obareki for 
crea�ng a warm and joyful atmosphere for the 
children and pledged con�nued support for her 
ini�a�ves.

The high point of the event was a photo session with 
the Coordinator, during which children from different 
clusters personally received Christmas gi�s. The 
party, anchored by Uncle Chicco, featured cake-
cu�ng, dance compe��ons, age-based games, 
bouncing castles and mascots, while the children 
were treated to food, drinks, popcorn, ice cream and 
assorted gi�s, making the celebra�on both exci�ng 
and unforge�able.

On Monday, December 22, children from 
a c ro s s  t h e  S tate   gat h e re d  at  t h e 
Amphitheatre of the Christmas Village, Uyo, 

for a colourful and fun-filled Christmas Party, hosted 
by the Coordinator, Office of the First Lady, Lady Helen 
Obareki. 

Speaking at the event which formed part of the State’s 
Christmas ac�vi�es, Lady Obareki said the 2025 
Christmas Party was deliberately designed to be 
inclusive, bringing together children from all socio-
economic backgrounds. She explained that 
beneficiaries included children from the 31 local 
government areas, children of security personnel, 
inmates of government homes across the three 
senatorial districts, as well as children from 
non-indigenous communi�es resident in the 
State.

The Coordinator expressed apprecia�on to the 
Governor, Pastor Umo Eno, for providing the 
funding that made it possible to accommodate 
and cater for all the children. She also thanked 
female Chairmen and wives of Chairmen for 
their consistent support and collabora�on 
with the Office of the First Lady.

Lady Obareki further commended the 
Commissioner for Women Affairs and Social 

A'Ibom Children Celebrate Christmas at 
Statewide Party Hosted by Lady Obareki

Receives Governor, Speaker, stakeholders applause
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S p e a k e r  O t o n g 
commended the ini�a�ve, 
no�ng that the House of 
Assembly has no budgetary 
provision for cons�tuency 
empowerment and that 
such interven�ons require 
personal  sacr ifice.  He 
praised Governor Eno for 
i m p r o v e d  r o a d 
infrastructure in Oruk 
A n a m ,  a d v i s e d 

beneficiaries to u�lise the items judiciously, and 
encouraged cons�tuents to support Hon. Idiong for a 
second term.

Earlier, the Oruk Anam Council Chairman, Rt. Hon. Sunday 
Akpan, described the event as historic, a�ribu�ng the 
scale of the empowerment to effec�ve representa�on. 
Chairman on the occasion, Chief Soni Udom, said the 
ini�a�ve was an indica�on that Idiong deserved con�nuity, 
no�ng that the reward for good work is more work.

In his address, Hon. Idiong said the empowerment was a 
fulfilment of a promise made a�er his elec�on in June 
2023, explaining that he chose to share his personal 
resources with cons�tuents. He thanked Governor Eno, 
Speaker Otong and colleagues in the Eighth Assembly, 
reaffirming the legislature’s roles of lawmaking, oversight 
and representa�on, and expressed gra�tude for the 
goodwill messages from the youths, women, elders and 
the APC, all of whom endorsed his performance and 
second-term bid.

Not fewer than 547 cons�tuents of Oruk Anam 
State Cons�tuency benefi�ed from a ₦250 million 
empowerment programme organised by the 

lawmaker represen�ng the area, Hon. Sampson Idiong, on 
Tuesday, December 16, at the Oruk Anam Local 
Government Council Secretariat, Ikot Ibritam.

The empowerment featured the distribu�on of three cars, 
four tricycles, eight female motorcycles, 37 male 
motorcycles, 39 sewing machines, 13 vulcanising 
machines, 39 genera�ng sets, 40 haircut accessories, 26 
standing hair dryers, 26 hair-washing basins, 33 knapsack 
sprayers and 13 grinding machines, alongside bursaries, 
business grants and cash support.

In the financial component, Hon. Idiong awarded ₦10 
million bursaries to 200 students (second batch); business 
grants of ₦3 million and ₦2.5 million to two beneficiaries; 
five grants of ₦500,000; two supports of ₦300,000; one 
grant of ₦200,000; five cash supports of ₦250,000; one of 
₦150,000; and 81 supports of ₦100,000 each. He also 
approved ₦10 million for select youths and another ₦10 
million for stakeholders, bringing the total beneficiaries to 
547.

Governor Umo Eno, represented by his 
Special Adviser on Legisla�ve Affairs, 
Rt .  Hon.  Emmanuel  Ekpeyong , 
described the programme as a clear 
dividend of democracy and a product 
of execu�ve-legisla�ve synergy. He 
appreciated Hon. Idiong and the Eighth 
Akwa Ibom State House of Assembly 
under the leadership of Rt. Hon. 
Udeme Otong, moved a vote of 
confidence on the lawmaker, and 
urged support for the ARISE Agenda 
and the APC ahead of 2027.

Hon Idiong Disburses N250m Empowerment 
t o  5 4 7  O r u k  A n a m  C o n s t i t u e n t s

Receives Governor, Speaker, stakeholders applause
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His Eminence, Ntenyin Solomon 
Etuk, expressed gra�tude to the 
Governor for keeping his promise. 
He described him as a sincere leader 
with purpose, who has consistently 
demonstrated genuine love and 
respect for the royal fathers.

Ntenyin Etuk further commended 
Governor Eno for his developmental 
strides across the State, adding that 
with the acquisi�on of the bus, the 
C o u n c i l  p l a n s  to  e m b a r k  o n 
inspec�on tours to personally assess 
ongoing and completed projects 
across Akwa Ibom.

He prayed for God’s con�nued 
blessings upon the Governor and for 

divine enablement to accomplish more for the good of 
Akwa Ibom people.

The presenta�on ceremony was witnessed by the 
Chairman of the Supreme Council of Tradi�onal Rulers, 
Akuku Saviour Udofia; Paramount Rulers; the Secretary of 
the Council, Dr. Emmanuel Umontuen; as well as 
management and staff of the Ministry of Local 
Government and Chie�aincy Affairs.

Pastor Umo Eno, has fulfilled his promise to the 
State Supreme Council of Tradi�onal Rulers with 
the presenta�on of a brand new coaster bus to 

facilitate the movement of royal fathers during official 
engagements.

The bus was formally presented on the Governor’s behalf 
by the Commissioner for Local Government and 
Chie�aincy Affairs, Hon. Frank Archibong, during a brief 
ceremony held at the Tradi�onal Rulers’ Chambers in Uyo, 
on Thursday, December 18.

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  e v e n t ,  
Governor Eno said the dona�on 
u n d e r s c o r e s  h i s 
administra�on's unwavering 
commitment to the welfare of 
tradi�onal  rulers  and his 
deliberate efforts to strengthen 
the tradi�onal ins�tu�on in the 
State.  He noted that  the 
gesture, among others, reflects 
the respect and recogni�on of 
the vital role of tradi�onal 
rulers in governance and 
community development.

Receiving the keys to the 
vehicle on behalf of the Council, 
the President General of the 
Akwa Ibom State Supreme 
Council of Tradi�onal Rulers, 

Pastor Eno Strengthens Traditional
Institution with Coaster Bus Donation

Approves civil service job for orphan graduate 
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opportuni�es.

Also speaking, the Coordinator, Office of the First Lady, 
Lady Helen Obaraki, expressed joy that the vision of a 
dedicated women’s celebra�on had been fully realised. 
She thanked women across the State for turning out in 
large numbers and ac�vely par�cipa�ng in the various 
compe��ons that made the night memorable.

Lady Obaraki lauded the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, 
the planning commi�ee and Governor  Eno for crea�ng a 
lively and safe atmosphere for women to relax and 
celebrate. She wished all a�endees a merry Christmas 
and a prosperous New Year in advance.

Earlier, the Commissioner for Women Affairs, Hon. 
Inibehe Etukudo, welcomed par�cipants and explained 
that the gathering was designed to help women unwind 
from the stress of the year. 

Highlights of the night included carol rendi�ons by women 
from Eket, Ikot Ekpene and Uyo Senatorial Districts, 
dressed in gold, red and green ou�its respec�vely, dance 
and quiz compe��ons, presenta�on of cash prizes of ₦1 
million, ₦750,000 and ₦500,000 for the beauty pageant 
winner and runners-up, alongside gi� presenta�ons to 
women stakeholders. The event a�racted female 
commissioners, wives of top government officials, 
senatorial women leaders and other stakeholders

Akwa Ibom women, rounded off the year in grand 
style during their End-of-Year Christmas Party, held 
at the ongoing Christmas Unplugged 3.0, at the 

Unity Park, Uyo, with the Deputy Governor, Senator Akon 
Eyakenyi, acknowledging Governor Umo Eno’s unwavering 
support for the event.

Speaking at the celebra�on on Wednesday, December 17, 
Senator Eyakenyi said the women’s Christmas party was 
made possible by the Governor ’s compassionate 
leadership, describing him as a father, lover and consistent 
supporter of women in the State. She also commended 
Pastor Eno for ensuring inclusiveness by extending the 
fes�vi�es to men, youths, children and the elderly.

The Deputy Governor noted that the annual event has 
con�nued to grow over the years, adding that the 2025 
edi�on was excep�onal with the introduc�on of a State 
Government  Pavi l ion that  a l lowed Ministr ies , 
Departments and Agencies (MDAs) to showcase their 
products and services.

She further applauded the Commissioner for Culture and 
Tourism, Dr. Anie� Udofia, and his team for organising the 
Christmas Unplugged celebra�on with remarkable 
grandeur and coordina�on.

Congratula�ng the winner of the ARISE Queen beauty 
pageant, Mrs. Brenda Akpan from Nsit Ubium, Senator 
Eyakenyi described the contest as a reflec�on of Governor 
Eno’s vision for Akwa Ibom women to “arise.” She praised 
all contestants for their courage and par�cipa�on, no�ng 
that the pageant represents a stepping stone to greater 

Senator Eyakenyi Commends Gov Eno
at A'Ibom Women's Christmas Party
Honours ARISE Queen Winner
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Nigeria remains one indivisible na�on, adding that 
Akwa Ibom has become a primary home for non-
indigenes. He assured the government of their 
con�nued display of unity in diversity.

Represen�ng the Yoruba community, Mrs. 
Oluwatoyin Effiong, an indigene of Eki� State 
married to an Akwa Ibom man for 38 years, 
expressed gra�tude to the Governor for crea�ng an 
opportunity for indigenes and non-indigenes to 
jointly celebrate unity.

Also speaking, the Special Assistant to the Governor 
on Arewa Community Ma�ers, Alhaji Ibrahim Iliya, 
described the event as a special moment for the 
Arewa community. He praised Akwa Ibom as one of 
the most peaceful States in Nigeria and appreciated 
Governor Eno for consistently iden�fying with non-
indigenes.

Iliya specifically acknowledged Governor Eno’s 
gesture of gi�ing cows and bags of rice to enable the 
Arewa community celebrate Christmas, as well as 
other forms of support, including financial assistance 
amoun�ng to ₦800 million. He pledged the 
community’s readiness to give massive support to 
Governor Eno in 2027.

The  ce lebra�on  featured  v ibrant  cu l tura l 
performances by the Mumuye, Fulani and Tiv cultural 
troupes, among others, adding colour and excitement 
to the evening.

Non-indigenous residents of Akwa Ibom State, 
on Thursday, December 18, marked a 
colourful and unifying celebra�on at the 

ongoing Christmas Unplugged 3.0, held at the Unity 
Park Arena, Uyo.

The event brought together members of the Igbo (Ndi 
Igbo), Yoruba and Arewa communi�es resident in the 
State, in a celebra�on of love, unity and cultural 
diversity, hosted by the Akwa Ibom State Government 
under the leadership of Governor Umo Eno.

Welcoming the par�cipants, the Commissioner for 
Culture and Tourism, Dr. Anie� Udofia, expressed 
delight at the strong turnout and the peaceful 
coexistence among residents of different ethnic 
backgrounds. He noted that language differences and 
poli�cal affilia�ons were no barriers to unity in Akwa 
Ibom, commending Governor Eno for ensuring 
inclusiveness in the State’s Christmas celebra�ons.

The commissioner urged con�nued support for the 
administra�on and reaffirmed his commitment to 
advancing the mandate of the ministry while 
strengthening engagement with non-indigenous 
communi�es, including the Arewa group.

Speaking on behalf of non-indigenous residents, 
the Senior Special Assistant to the Governor on 
Non-Indigenes’ Affairs, Mr. Emmanuel Ogbole, 
thanked Governor Eno for providing a pla�orm for 
diverse cultural expression. He emphasised that 

Non-Indigenous Residents Celebrate Unity, 
Culture at A'Ibom Christmas Unplugged 3.0
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The Chairman, who highlighted the vital role of 
women in society and elec�ons, encouraged 

them to pursue produc�ve and dignified 
livelihoods and commended his wife for 
s u s t a i n i n g  a  m o n t h l y  w o m e n ' s 
empowerment scheme that con�nues to 
support women across the area. He 
reaffirmed his resolve to do more for 
women and urged unity and tolerance 
among them.

Earlier, the NCWS delega�on, led by 
Chapter President Princess Atah Uko, 
stated that the visit was to express 
apprec ia�on for  the  Chairman’s 
consistent support and posi�ve impact 
on women.  Speaking on behalf of the 
women, Dame Nkoyo Essang said the 
visit was purely to thank the Chairman 
and expressed confidence in  his 
leadership and ongoing development 
efforts.

The Chairman of Urue Offong/Oruko 
Local Government Area, Rt. Hon. 
Uno E�m Uno, has reaffirmed his 

commitment to women's empowerment 
and grassroots development, assuring that 
the local government will con�nue to 
serve as a benchmark for effec�ve 
performance.

Receiving a delega�on of the Na�onal 
Council of Women Socie�es (NCWS), Urue 
Offong/Oruko Chapter, at his Eyulor Oro 
residence on Tuesday, December 16, Rt. 
Hon. Uno described the visit as a rare and 
mo�va�ng gesture. He averred that his 
passion for service is driven by love for the 
community and inspired by the leadership 
example of Governor Umo Eno, adding 
that feedback from across the State already 
shows visible progress.

Urue Offong/Oruko: Uno Reaffirms
Commitment to Women, Devt
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called for closer coopera�on between 
CAN, government, and security agencies 
to tackle child trafficking and other 
crimes, and stressed the need for 
vigilance against individuals who use 
religion as a cover for criminal ac�vi�es.

Prince Nyong assured the delega�on that 
issues raised would receive due a�en�on, 
reaffirming his  resolve to sustain 

p a r t n e r s h i p s  t h a t 
g u a ra n te e  p e a c e  a n d 
development in the area.

E a r l i e r ,  t h e  C A N 
Coordinator, Rev. Paul Udo, 
c o n g r a t u l a t e d  t h e 
Chairman on his one year in 
office, commending his 
p e o p l e - o r i e n t e d 
leadership, and offered 
prayers  for  con�nued 
wisdom and guidance.

The  Chairman of Nsit 
A t a i  L o c a l 
Government Area, 

Hon. Anthony Nyong, has 
r e a ffi r m e d  h i s 
a d m i n i s t r a � o n ’ s 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
collabora�on with the 
Chris�an Associa�on of 
Nigeria (CAN) to promote 
peace, unity, and security. 

Hon. Nyong made the asser�on while 
receiving CAN, Nsit Atai Chapter, during a 
courtesy visit at the Council Secretariat, 
Odot, where he urged the associa�on to 
remain united and uphold moral values 
that encourage peaceful coexistence. 

Describing the Church as a key partner in 
governance and apprecia�ng CAN for its 
prayers and moral support, the Chairman 

Nsit Atai: Nyong Strengthens Alliance 
with CAN to Boost Peace, Security
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returning home to minister to her people.

The council boss further expressed 
apprecia�on to home-based ministers 
and all residents who by par�cipa�ng, 
contributed to the success of the praise 
service.

The Vice Chairman, Hon. Abigail Akpan, 
delivered the vote of thanks at the event.

Other ministers who graced the occasion 
included Minister Bonkay, Pastor Amaka, 
E-Sax, Minister Richie, MC Calculus, and 
the Ikot Ekpene Women Choir.

The Chairman of Ikot Ekpene Local 
Government Area, Hon. Aniefiok 
Nkom hosted a memorable 

worship experience on Wednesday, 
December 17,  at  the Raffia City 
Christmas Arena, which featured 
renowned gospel ministers Buchi, Aity 
Dennis, Jaygospel, and others.

The event, themed, “An Evening of 
Praise,” drew a large crowd and created 
a deeply spiritual atmosphere of 
worship, praise, and thanksgiving. The 

ministers delivered powerful, spirit-filled 
ministra�ons that le� a�endees 
inspired and blessed.

Apprecia�ng the gospel ministers, 
espec ia l ly  Min ister  Buchi ,  for 
honouring Ikot Ekpene despite his 
busy  schedule ,  the  Chairman, 
accompanied by his wife, Mrs. Affiong 
Nkom, celebrated the ar�ste's long-
standing rela�onship with the local 
government and lauded Aity Dennis 
Inyang, a daughter of Ikot Ekpene, for 

Ikot Ekpene: Nkom Hosts Star Ministers
at Spirit-Filled Christmas Praise Night
Reaffirms commitment to cultural bonds 
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represented by the company’s 
Legal Adviser, Barr. Living Davies, 
explained that the projects were 
based on a needs assessment 
conducted within the host 
communi�es and not imposed.

He expressed apprecia�on to the 
Akwa Ibom State Government 
f o r  c r e a � n g  a n  e n a b l i n g 
environment for businesses to 
t h r i v e ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  t h e 

commissioned projects cut across all segments of the 
society regardless of social status.

Projects commissioned included, the renova�on and 
equipping of the Ibaka Civic Centre; renova�on and 
equipping of six classroom blocks with offices; supply 
and installa�on of 150 solar-powered streetlights 
across five villages in Effiat; construc�on of two blocks 
of public conveniences at Utan Brama; and the drilling 
of solar-powered boreholes with water treatment 
plants, with the event being a�ended by the 
Permanent Secretary of the ministry, Mrs. Rita 
Akpanessien, the Director of Labour and Industrial 
Rela�ons, Mrs. Glory Essien, and other government 
dignitaries.

The Commissioner for Labour and Manpower 
P l a n n i n g ,  E l d e r  I ko e d e m  E ko n g ,  h a s 
commissioned a newly constructed health 

centre alongside solar-powered boreholes and other 
community projects across Mbo Local Government 
Area.

The commissioning ceremony was held on Friday, 
December 19, at Effiat Community School, Mbo  
where Elder Ekong commended Moni-Pulo 
Petroleum and the Abani Host Communi�es 
Development Trust for ini�a�ng and delivering the 
projects.

The Commissioner described the interven�ons as 
consistent with the ARISE Agenda of 
G o v e r n o r  U m o  E n o ,  p r a i s i n g  t h e 
organisa�ons for fulfilling their Corporate 
Social Responsibili�es and urging them to 
further empower indigenes through 
training in oil and gas-related skills to 
enhance employability when opportuni�es 
arise.

Elder Ekong also charged community 
members to take collec�ve ownership of the 
fac i l i�es  by  secur ing them against 
vandalism, no�ng that proper maintenance 
would a�ract addi�onal development 
projects to the area.

Speaking earlier, the Managing Director of 
Moni-Pulo Petroleum, Dr. Seinye Lulu, 

E l d e r  I k o e d e m  C o m m i s s i o n s
Landmark Community Projects in Mbo
Hails Moni-Pulo, Abani host communi�es as health centre, solar projects are unveiled 
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S h e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e 
interven�on was not only a 
fulfilment of a promise but 
also a reassurance that the 
State government stands 
with the widows, values 
the sacrifices of their 
spouses  and  remains 
c o m m i � e d  t o  t h e i r 
w e l f a r e , w h i l e 
commending President 
Bola Tinubu for sustaining 
the annual Remembrance 
Day and Governor Eno for 
p r i o r i � s i n g  w o m e n ’s 
empowerment under the 
ARISE Agenda.

The programme witnessed the disbursement of 
₦150 million to military widows and ₦100 million to 
paramilitary widows across the State, with a major 
highlight being the symbolic presenta�on of cheques 
to the Military Widows Associa�on and the 
Pa ra m i l i ta r y  W i d o w s  A s s o c i a � o n  b y  t h e 
Commissioner.

In her remarks, the Permanent Secretary in the 
ministry, Mrs. Margaret Edem informed par�cipants 
that beneficiaries were already receiving alerts 
during the programme, commending the Governor 
for his magnanimity and urging widows to u�lise the 
funds judiciously, while goodwill messages, prayers 
for fallen heroes, and expressions of gra�tude from 

The Akwa Ibom State Government, has 
disbursed a total of ₦250 million to widows of 
fallen military and paramilitary personnel, 

reaffirming its commitment to social protec�on, 
inclusive governance and support for vulnerable 
groups.

The empowerment programme, organised by the 
Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Welfare, was 
held on Friday, December 19, at the Women 
Development Centre, IBB Way, Uyo, with verified 
beneficiaries receiving direct financial support.

The funds, approved and donated by Pastor Umo Eno, 
were channeled through the ministry for transparent 
and direct disbursement, underscoring the 
administra�on’s commitment to accountability and 
c o m p a s s i o n a t e 
governance.

Speaking at the event, 
the Commissioner for 
Women Affairs and Social 
Welfare, Hon. Inibehe 
Etukudo, described the 
ini�a�ve as a deliberate 
effort to honour the 
sacrifices of fallen officers 
and support their widows 
t o w a r d s  e c o n o m i c 
stability, self-reliance and 
improved livelihoods.

AKSG Disburses N250M to Military, Paramilitary Widows
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health, safety and environment should 
not be viewed merely as a regulatory 
requirement, but as a culture that must 
be consciously embraced in offices, 
stores, workshops, construc�on sites 
and during field assignments.

She expressed apprecia�on to the 
Governor Umo Eno, for approving the 
workshop and for his unwavering 
commitment to the welfare of workers 
in the Unified Local Government 
Service.

The  Permanent  Secretar y  a l so 
commended the Deputy Director in 
charge of the Training Unit of the 
Commission, Comrade Imoh Inyang, 

for her dedica�on, professionalism and �reless efforts 
in ensuring the successful organisa�on of the training.

The workshop was organised in partnership with 
NOFRA Energy Management System, Port Harcourt, 
Rivers State, as lead consultant, with Sir Francis 
Inyang, serving as a resource person and assisted by 
Mrs. Norah Inyang, while Directors and selected Unit 
Heads of the Commission were present to grace the 
event.

The Local Government Service Commission 
(LGSC), has concluded a one-day workshop on 
Occupa�onal Health, Safety and Environment 

(HSE) in Uyo, with a call on Works and Environmental 
Health Officers in the Unified Local Government 
Service to priori�se safe and healthy work 
environment.

The workshop emphasised the need to either reduce 
or el iminate workplace accidents,  prevent 
occupa�onal illnesses, and minimise disrup�ons in 
service delivery across local 
government areas in the 
State.

Addressing par�cipants at 
the event held on Thursday, 
D e c e m b e r  1 8 ,  a t  t h e 
Conference  Hal l  o f  the 
Commission, the Permanent 
S e c reta r y,  M rs .  A ffi o n g 
Ebieme, spoke through the 
Director of Administra�on 
and Supplies, Mrs. Rosalyn 
Essien, charged officers to 
uphold best HSE prac�ces in 
the discharge of their du�es.

Mrs. Ebieme stressed that 

LGSC Concludes Occupational Health, Safety Workshop in Uyo
Urges safer work environment in LG service
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UKANAFUN LGA
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ONNA LGA
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UYO LGA
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Essien Udim LGA

ETIM EKPO LGA

GOV ENO'S CHRISTMAS HOMEGOING INITIATIVE
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NSIT IBOM LGA
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Ibesikpo Asutan LGA

GOV ENO'S CHRISTMAS HOMEGOING INITIATIVE
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NSIT ATAI LGA

ONNA LGA

GOV ENO'S CHRISTMAS HOMEGOING INITIATIVE
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INI LGA

IKOT ABASI LGA
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IKA LGA

EKET LGA

GOV ENO'S CHRISTMAS HOMEGOING INITIATIVE
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ESIT EKET LGA
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OBOT AKARA LGA

UKANAFUN LGA

GOV ENO'S CHRISTMAS HOMEGOING INITIATIVE
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IKONO LGA

IBENO LGA

GOV ENO'S CHRISTMAS HOMEGOING INITIATIVE
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