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Distributes bags of rice  across villages of the State 

Senator Eyakenyi Commends Gov Eno
at A'Ibom Women's Christmas Party

Honours ARISE Queen Winner

he State Governor, Pastor Umo Eno, has Tannounced plans to train 3,100 youths 
at the Dakkada Skills Acquisi�on Centre 

(DASAC) in the next academic session, as part 
of his administra�on’s drive to equip young 
people with sustainable skills for the future.

The Governor made the disclosure in Uyo on 
Tuesday, December 30, while receiving youths 
who staged a rally endorsing President Bola 
Tinubu, Senate President Godswill Akpabio, 
and himself ahead of the 2027 general 
elec�ons. He thanked the youths for their 
support and for sustaining a peaceful 
environment in the State.

Governor Eno said each of the 31 local 
government areas will nominate 100 trainees 
to DASAC, 50 sponsored by the State 
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Akwa Ibom Youths Endorse 
Tinubu, Akpabio, Eno for 2027
As Gov unveils massive skills acquisi�on, bursary boost

A'Ibom Children Celebrate Christmas at
Statewide Party Hosted by Lady Obareki

Gov Eno Commissions Primary
Health Centre at Nduo Eduo

Orders termina�on of non-performing contracts

O l d  S k o o l  N i g h t
Evokes Joy, Nostalgia for 
Senior Citizens in A'Ibom

Pastor Eno Empowers Female
Entrepreneur With ARISE 
A u t o m o b i l e  W o r k s h o p
Reaffirms commitment to youth empowerment
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avia�on, 20 as pilots and 20 
as engineers,  with an 
a d d i � o n a l  1 0  p i l o t s 
scheduled for training in 
January 2026.

Governor Eno emphasised 
that his administra�on 
priori�ses empowerment 
over handouts, stressing 
t h a t  y o u t h s  m u s t  b e 
posi�oned to compete 
confidently na�onwide. He 
thanked President Tinubu 
for releasing funds to 
S t a t e s  a n d  p l e d g e d 
sustained investment in 

sk i l l s  acquis i�on and human capita l 
development.

Speaking at the rally, Hon. Mar�ns Esin, 
Chairman of the House Commi�ee on Youth 
Development, Commissioner for Youth 
Development, Dr. Ekere�e Ekanem, and 
ALGON Chairman, Hon. Uwemedimo Udo 
assured the Governor of massive youth 
support in 2027. The event climaxed with a 
mo�on adop�ng Tinubu, Akpabio, and Eno as 
the youths’ sole candidates for the elec�on.

government and 50 by local councils, 
bringing the total number of beneficiaries to 
3,100 youths in the upcoming session.

He also announced a 150 per cent increase in 
students’ bursary, revealing that from 
January 2026, beneficiaries will receive 
N50,000, up from the previous N20,000. The 
Governor urged youths to either pursue 
formal educa�on or acquire voca�onal skills, 
assuring them of government support in both 
paths.

Highligh�ng other youth-focused ini�a�ves, 
Governor Eno said the State is 
construc�ng youth-friendly 
c e n t r e s  a c r o s s  a l l  LG A s , 
equipped with solar power, 
internet access, and essen�al 
facili�es, while the Ministry of 
Youth Development is finalising 
a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  y o u t h 
development policy.

He further disclosed that 
through Ibom Air, 40 Akwa Ibom 
indigenes have been trained in 
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He cri�cised contractors who collect project funds, 
abandon work, and later seek cost varia�ons, warning 
that any contractor or guarantor found culpable a�er 
a financial audit would be held accountable for public 
funds already disbursed.

The Governor also appealed to residents of Eket to 
maintain peace and avoid disrup�ng construc�on 
ac�vi�es on the Lagos-Calabar Coastal Highway, 
par�cularly along the Stubb’s Creek corridor. 

Presen�ng an overview of the project,  the 
Commissioner for Health described the facility as a 
unique Christmas gi� to the people of Eket, fully 
equipped with modern medical infrastructure 
including a resuscita�on machine, func�onal 
laboratory with haematology analyzer, accident and 
emergency unit, immunisa�on room, nutri�on 
centre, vaccine store, staff quarters, and solar-
powered systems.

In their goodwill messages, Eket Local Government 
Chairman, Hon. Akaninyene Tommy; APC State 
Chairman, Obong Stephen Ntukekpo; Chief Assam 
Assam; Prof. Maurice Ekwo; Prof. E�e Ben and Dr. 
Edikan Ackley praised Governor Eno’s commitment to 
healthcare development. 

The event was a�ended by the Secretary to the State 
Government, Prince Enobong Uwah; the Execu�ve 
Assistant/Chief Delivery Advisor, Mr. Aniefiok 
Johnson; other members of the State Execu�ve 
Council; Council Chairmen, and  government officials.

Governor Umo Eno, has commissioned an 
ultra-modern Primary Health Centre for the 
people of  Nduo Eduo in  Eket  Local 

Government Area, describing the project as a special 
Christmas gi� to the community.

Speaking during the commissioning on Monday, 
December 29, Governor Eno urged community 
leaders and stakeholders to take collec�ve 
responsibility in protec�ng and maintaining the 
facility, stressing that it was built to improve 
grassroots healthcare delivery.

The Governor explained that the health centre is part 
of the One Project Per Local Government Ini�a�ve, an 
elec�oneering promise he made to the late Elder 
Ekwo and the people of Nduo Eduo. He commended 
the Commissioner for Health, Dr. Ekem John, and 
other officials involved in ensuring the project’s 
�mely comple�on.

Governor Eno expressed concern over delays in 
similar projects across the State, revealing that 
nine local government areas are yet to complete 
their allocated projects more than two and a half 
years into the administra�on. He consequently 
directed that contracts for the affected projects 
be terminated.

Gov Eno Commissions Primary
Health Centre at Nduo Eduo

Orders termina�on of non-performing contracts
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Speaking for members of the State 
House of Assembly, the Speaker, Rt. 
Hon. Udeme Otong, praised the 
Governor’s passion for the elderly, 
commending the Senior Ci�zens 
Centre and  financial  support, 
pledging the Assembly’s con�nued 
backing of the administra�on.

In separate goodwill messages, the 
ALGON Chairman, Hon. Uwemedimo 
Udo, on behalf of council chairmen, 
and a former Secretary to the State 
Government, Obongawan Grace 
Ekong, represen�ng senior ci�zens, 
a p p l a u d e d  t h e  G o v e r n o r  f o r 
inten�onally dedica�ng the night to 
the elderly, calling for sustained 

honour and dignity for them, while looking forward to 
more of such celebra�on.

Giving the vote of thanks, the Commissioner for 
Informa�on, Rt. Hon. Aniekan Umanah, thanked Governor 
Eno for hos�ng the event, which is part of the 32-day 
Christmas celebra�on. He appreciated his Culture and 
Tourism Counterpart, Dr. Udofia and performers, including 
Papilo, Composer, The Moon, comedian MC George and 
interna�onal guest ar�st Jeffrey Daniel, of the Shalamar  
Soul Train who taught Michael Jackson the backslide ( 
moonwalk).

Governor Umo Eno, on Sunday, December 28, 
hosted elderly ci�zens of Akwa Ibom State to a 
night of fun, nostalgia and celebra�on tagged, 

"Old Skool Night" at the Unity Park Amphitheatre, Udo 
Udoma Avenue, Uyo, as part of ac�vi�es of the Christmas 
Unplugged 3.0.

Addressing the senior ci�zens through the Deputy 
Governor, Senator Akon Eyakenyi, Governor Eno said his 
administra�on remains inclusive and commi�ed to the 
wellbeing of all segments of the society, stressing that both 
the young and the old deserve happiness and care.

He described the evening’s dance and entertainment as 
therapeu�c, no�ng that such ac�vi�es promote good 
health and blood circula�on for be�er living. The 
Governor reaffirmed his love for the elderly, 
acknowledging their contribu�ons to the growth and 
development of the State.

Governor Eno highlighted key welfare ini�a�ves for 
senior ci�zens, including the near-comple�on ARISE 
Senior Ci�zens Centre, s�pends for elderly persons 
across the 31 local government areas, medical care and 
other social support programmes designed to improve 
their quality of life.

Earlier, the Commissioner for Culture and Tourism, Dr. 
Anie� Udofia, appreciated Governor Eno for approving 
the Old Skool Night to ensure relaxa�on, fun and fond 
memories for older persons, urging par�cipants to 
enjoy the carefully packaged entertainment.

O l d  S k o o l  N i g h t  E v o k e s  J o y ,
Nostalgia for Senior Citizens in A'Ibom
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thanked the Coordinator for the visit 
and confirmed that the Christmas baby 
and all other newborns in the facility 
were in stable condi�on.

Speaking on behalf of the nursing 
mothers, the mother of the Christmas 
baby, Mrs. Nsisong  Umoh, expressed 
hear�elt apprecia�on to Governor Umo 
Eno, and the Coordinator of the Office 
of the First Lady for the kind gesture. 
She prayed God to reward their labour 
of love.

Lady Obareki was received at the 
hospital by the Commissioner for 

Women Affairs and Social Welfare, Hon. Inibehe 
Etukudo, alongside poli�cal stakeholders from the 
area, including Senator Emmanuel Ibokessien, the 
Commissioner for Environment and Mineral 
Resources, Rt. Hon. Nsikak Ekong and his wife, the 
wife of the Chairman of Ikot Ekpene Local 
Government, Mrs. Affiong Nkom, and others.

As Chris�ans across the world marked the 
celebra�on of the birth of Jesus Christ on 
Thursday, December 25, the Coordinator of 

the Office of the First Lady, Lady Helen Obareki, 
welcomed the State’s first baby born at 12:01am, 
presen�ng the newborn and other nursing mothers 
with cash and gi� items.

Visi�ng the female child weighing 2.6kg, born to 
Mr./Mrs. Lawrence Umoh of Ikot Osom, Obot Akara 
Local Government Area, at the Ikot Ekpene General 
Hospital, Lady Obaraki expressed gra�tude to God for 
her safe delivery and that of others born on the same 
day.

She described the birth as highly significant, no�ng 
that the child shares her birthday with Jesus Christ, 
the Saviour of the world. In the spirit of the season, 
Lady Obareki extended Christmas goodwill by 
presen�ng cash and gi� items to all babies and their 
mothers in the maternity ward.

"As we have been doing in the past, we are here to 
receive our Christmas baby for the State. This is very 
significant to us because, as Chris�ans, the baby 
shares the same birthday with our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We wish her and the family all the best that the future 
has to offer,” she said.

In her remarks, the Chief Medical Superintendent of 
Ikot Ekpene General Hospital, Dr. Nene Andem, 

Lady Obareki Welcomes Christmas
B a b y ,  P r e s e n t s  C a s h ,  G i f t s

Receives Governor, Speaker, stakeholders applause
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Se�ng the tone for the evening earlier, 
the Commissioner for Local Government 
and Chie�aincy Affairs and Dean of 
Commissioners, Hon. Frank Archibong, 
lauded Governor Eno for combining 
entertainment, business and economic 
growth through the 32-day Christmas 
Unplugged celebra�on, which he said has 
boosted social and economic ac�vi�es.

In separate remarks, the Commissioner 
for Informa�on, Rt. Hon. Aniekan 
Umanah, his Power counterpart, Rt. Hon. 
Iniobong Robson, and a former House 

Leader and former member for Oruk Anam State 
Cons�tuency, Mr. Udo Kirian, observed that the three-
year-old Christmas Unplugged ini�a�ve has 
posi�oned Akwa Ibom as a des�na�on of choice, with 
a�endant tourism and investment benefits.

Delivering the vote of thanks, the Commissioner for 
Trade and Investment, Captain Iniobong Ekong (rtd), 
expressed apprecia�on to Governor Eno for the 
opportunity to serve in the State Execu�ve Council 
and for approving the Commissioners’ Night. He 
congratulated winners of various compe��ons, called 
for con�nued support for the Governor ahead of 
2027, while indigenous ar�stes including King 
Nicholas, Aku Pius and Emma Praise entertained 
guests at the event.

The Portuguese Ambassador to Nigeria, Mr. 
P a u l o  S a n t o s ,  h a s  c o m m e n d e d  t h e 
developmental strides recorded in Akwa Ibom 

State under the administra�on of Governor Umo Eno, 
describing the State as peaceful, serene and 
progressively transforming.

Mr. Santos made the remarks on Saturday, December 
27, during the Commissioners’ Night, tagged “Exco’s 
Hangout,” held at the Unity Park Arena along Udo 
Udoma Avenue, Uyo, as part of ac�vi�es marking the 
Christmas Unplugged celebra�on.

The Ambassador expressed delight at being part of 
the fes�vi�es, no�ng that Christmas Unplugged has 
drawn significant na�onal and interna�onal a�en�on 
to  the State. He praised the visible infrastructure and 
governance efforts of the State Government, 
a�ribu�ng them to purposeful leadership.

According to him, his visit aligns with 
Portugal’s commitment to expanding 
coopera�on with Nigeria, par�cularly in 
educa�on, energy and technology, with a 
focus on fostering economic development 
and mutually beneficial partnerships.

Mr. Santos added that despite being away 
from his family for the first �me during the 
Yule�de, he felt at home in Akwa Ibom, 
commending the hospitality of the people 
and the welcoming atmosphere of the 
State.

Christmas Unplugged 3.0: Portuguese Ambassador
Hails A'Ibom’s Progress at Exco’s Hangout

Receives Governor, Speaker, stakeholders applause
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Esin announced that Akwa Ibom youths have unanimously 
resolved to support President Tinubu, Senate President 
Akpabio, and Governor Eno for a second term. A mo�on for 
the endorsement was moved by the House Leader and 
Member, Nsit Ubium State Cons�tuency, Rt. Hon. Otobong 
Bob, seconded by the Chairman, House Commi�ee on 
Security, Youths and Sports and Member, represen�ng Uyo 
State Cons�tuency, Hon. Uwemedimo Asuquo.

Also speaking, the Commissioner for Youth Development, Dr. 
Ekere�e Ekanem, said the endorsement followed extensive 
consulta�ons and reflects youths apprecia�on of Governor 
Eno’s inclusive and par�cipatory governance style. He added 
that the youths would further demonstrate their support 
through a planned solidarity walk and endorsement rally 
from Ibom Hall grounds to the Globe at Wellington Bassey 
Way, where they would be addressed by the Governor.

Defending the endorsement, the Commissioner for Informa�on, Rt. 
Hon. Aniekan Umanah, said Akwa Ibom has benefited significantly from 
federal interven�ons under the current administra�on. He cited the 
Coastal Highway project, increased federal appointments for Akwa 
Ibom indigenes, economic reforms and strengthened collabora�on with 
the centre. Umanah added that Governor Eno’s performance and 
Senator Akpabio’s posi�on as Senate President have given Akwa Ibom a 
strategic advantage at the na�onal level.

The press conference was a�ended by top government officials, 
including Hon. Clement Jimbo, Member represen�ng Abak/E�m 
Ekpo/Ika Federal Cons�tuency; Commissioner for Health, Dr. Ekem 
John; Commissioner for Culture and Tourism, Dr. Anie� Udofia; 
Chairman, Local Government Service Commission, Hon. Monday Eyo; 
Chairman, Akwa Ibom State Environmental Protec�on and Waste 
Management Agency, Prince Akpan Ikim; Honorary Special Adviser to 
the Governor, Hon. Emmanuel Ekpenyong; Mr. Daniel Eyakenyi, son of 
the Deputy Governor; and aides to the Governor on youth ma�ers and 
the media, as well as directors and staff of the Ministry of Youth 
Development.

Youths of the State, under the aegis of Akwa Ibom Youths United, 
have formally endorsed President Bola Tinubu, Senate President 
Godswill Akpabio and  Governor Umo Eno, for con�nuity in 

office beyond 2027, ci�ng their leadership performance and 
developmental strides at both Na�onal and State levels.

The endorsement was announced on Tuesday, December 30, during a 
press briefing held at the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) Press 
Centre, Informa�on Drive, Uyo, with the theme, “ARISE to Renewed 
Hope,” reflec�ng the collec�ve posi�on of Akwa Ibom youths ahead of 
the 2027 general elec�ons.

Speaking at the briefing, the Chairman, House of Representa�ves 
Commi�ee on Youth Development and Member represen�ng 
Oron/Mbo/Okobo/Udung Uko/Urue Offong Oruko Federal 
Cons�tuency, Hon. Mar�ns Esin, commended President Tinubu for 
what he described as bold and decisive economic reforms, par�cularly 
the removal of fuel subsidy.

According to him, the policy has increased revenue alloca�ons to 
States and local governments while permanently addressing fuel 
scarcity. Hon. Esin averred that the improved fiscal inflow has 
translated into visible development projects 
and expanded youth-centred socia l 
investment programmes na�onwide. He also 
praised Senate President Godswill Akpabio 
for providing  legisla�ve leadership, no�ng 
that his role has been cri�cal in the smooth 
passage and implementa�on of key federal 
policies.

On the State level, the federal lawmaker 
applauded Governor Eno’s ARISE Agenda, 
describing it as a quiet but impac�ul 
revolu�on that has enhanced unity and 
accelerated development across Akwa Ibom. 
He  h igh l ighted  investment  in  road 
infrastructure,  avia�on, healthcare, 
e d u c a � o n ,  y o u t h  t r a i n i n g  a n d 
empowerment, as well as social welfare as 
key achievements of the administra�on.

Based on these accomplishments and the 
need to consolidate ongoing reforms, Hon. 

A'Ibom Youths Endorse Tinubu, Akpabio,
E n o  f o r  C o n t i n u i t y  B e y o n d  2 0 2 7
Cite development gains
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In her welcome address, Hon. Etukudo lauded 
Governor Eno and Lady Obareki for sustaining 
the tradi�on of celebra�ng the Yule�de with 
children, describing the ini�a�ve as a 
reflec�on of the true spirit of Christmas and 
compassionate leadership.

Delivering a Christmas exhorta�on, Evangelist 
Becky Udom reminded the children that the 
celebra�on of the birth of Jesus Christ centres 
on love, giving, compassion, and peaceful 
coexistence.

Goodwill messages were presented by the 
w i f e  o f  t h e  M e m b e r  r e p r e s e n � n g 
Uyo/Uruan/Nsit Atai/Ibesikpo Asutan Federal 

Cons�tuency, Dr. Dorcas Esset, and the wife of the 
Chairman of Uyo Local Government Council and President 
of  WALGON, Mrs.  Akaninyene Udo.  They both 
commended Lady Obareki for crea�ng a warm and fes�ve 
atmosphere for the children and pledged their con�nued 
support for her ini�a�ves.

The highlight of the celebra�on anchored by Uncle Chicco, 
featured cake-cu�ng, dance compe��ons, age-group 
games and a photo session with Lady Obareki, during 
which children from different clusters personally received 
Christmas gi�s from the Coordinator,  with the children 
treated to food, drinks, ice cream, popcorn, party mascots, 
bouncing castles, leaving them with las�ng memories of 
joy and excitement.

C
hildren across the State on Monday, December 22, 
enjoyed a colourful and memorable Christmas 
celebra�on hosted by the Coordinator, Office of the 

First Lady, Lady Helen Obareki, at the Amphitheatre of the 
Christmas Village, Uyo.

Speaking at the event, Lady Obareki said the 2025 
Christmas Party was deliberately designed to be inclusive, 
bringing together children from all socio-economic 
backgrounds. She noted that beneficiaries included 
children from all 31 local government areas, children of 
security personnel, inmates of government homes across 
the three senatorial districts, as well as children from non-
indigenous communi�es resident in Akwa Ibom.

She expressed deep apprecia�on to the Governor, Pastor 
Umo Eno, for approving and providing 
the necessary funding to ensure that 
every child present was adequately 
accommodated and catered for at the 
venue. Lady Obareki also thanked the 
female Council Chairmen and the wives 
of Chairmen for their consistent 
support for the ac�vi�es of her office.

The Coordinator further commended 
the Commissioner for Women Affairs 
and Social Welfare, Hon. Inibehe 
Etukudo, alongside staff of the Office of 
the First Lady, for their commitment 
and �reless efforts which she said, 
contributed to the successful hos�ng of 
the event.

A'Ibom Children Celebrate Christmas at
Statewide Party Hosted by Lady Obareki
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ease pressure on the State’s economy, enhance 
efficiency and effec�veness in government savings, 
and promote transparency and integrity in revenue 
collec�on, among other benefits.

The AKIRS Chairman, who is also a member of the 
Presiden�al Tax Reforms Team for the South-South 
region, commended the high calibre of Akwa Ibom 
tradi�onal rulers, describing them as seasoned 
professionals with deep knowledge of contemporary 
issues, which he said facil itated produc�ve 
engagement.

Sir Okon further expressed apprecia�on to Governor 
Umo Eno, for the support and enabling environment 
provided for widespread sensi�sa�on, while calling 
for collec�ve support to ensure effec�ve tax 
administra�on.

Responding on behalf of the tradi�onal ins�tu�on, 
the President General of the Supreme Council of 
Tradi�onal Rulers in Akwa Ibom State, His Eminence, 
Ntenyin Solomon Etuk thanked the AKIRS team for the 
briefing and pledged support, urging comprehensive 
public enlightenment ahead of implementa�on.

The mee�ng featured a lecture �tled, “Nigeria Tax 
Reforms: Synopsis of Implica�ons” delivered by Sir 
Okon Okon, followed by an interac�ve session with 
tradi�onal rulers from the 31 local government areas 
of the State.

The Akwa Ibom State Internal Revenue Service 
(AKIRS), has intensified its stakeholder 
sensi�sa�on drive on Nigeria’s new tax reform 

law with a consulta�on mee�ng involving the State 
Supreme Council of Tradi�onal Rulers.

The mee�ng, held at the Tradi�onal Rulers’ Chambers 
in Uyo, on Tuesday, December 23, formed part of 
prepara�ons for the implementa�on of the Federal 
Government’s tax reform scheduled to take effect 
from January 2026.

Leading the AKIRS delega�on, the Chairman, Sir Okon 
Okon, explained that the engagement was aimed at 
enlightening tradi�onal rulers as cri�cal stakeholders, 
securing their buy-in, and encouraging them to relay 
accurate informa�on on the reform to their subjects.

Sir Okon clarified that the new tax 
reform,  which replaces  the 
obsolete colonial-era tax law, does 
not introduce new taxes nor 
increase exis�ng ones. Rather, he 
said it seeks to harmonize taxes, 
eliminate mul�ple taxa�on, and 
exempt low-income earners and 
s m a l l  a n d  m e d i u m - s c a l e 
enterprise operators from the tax 
net.

He noted that the reform, aligned 
with global best prac�ces, would 

AKIRS Engages Traditional Rulers on Nigeria’s
New Tax Reform Ahead of 2026 Rollout
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A�er the passage, the Speaker directed the 
Clerk of the House, Mrs. Nsikak-Abasi Orok, to 
transmit a clean copy of the bill to Governor 
Eno for assent.

He commended the lawmakers for their unity 
and diligence, and also praised the Assembly’s 
management, staff, and other stakeholders for 
their contribu�ons to the successful passage of 
the budget.

Presen�ng the commi�ee’s report earlier, Hon. 
E�m noted that the N1.390 trillion 2026 budget 
represents a 16 percent reduc�on from the 
N1.650 trillion revised budget approved for the 
2025 fiscal year. She added that projected 

recurrent revenue for 2026 stands at N1.146 trillion, 
down from N1.259 trillion in 2025, reflec�ng a 9 
percent decrease.

A breakdown of the budget shows that the 
Administra�on sector will receive N268.555 billion 
(29.3%), the Social sector N305.509 billion (22.0%), 
the Economic sector N79.916 billion (5.8%), the Law 
and Jus�ce sector N23.738 billion (1.7%), while the 
Regional sector is allocated N2.28 billion (0.2%).

The Akwa Ibom State House of Assembly, has 
passed the 2026 Appropria�on Bill totaling 
N1.390 trillion, as presented by Governor Umo 

Eno on Tuesday, November 25.

The bill was approved on Tuesday, December 30, 
following the presenta�on of the report by the 
Chairman of the House Commi�ee on Finance and 
Appropria�on, Hon. Itorobong E�m. The budget 
provides N354.867 billion for recurrent expenditure 
and N1.035 trillion for capital expenditure.

The mo�on to receive the commi�ee’s 
report was moved by the Deputy Chief 
Whip and Member represen�ng Oruk 
Anam State Cons�tuency, Hon. Sampson 
Idiong, and seconded by Hon. Lawrence 
Udoide, with unanimous support from the 
House.

Lawmakers subsequently considered and 
adopted the bill clause by clause at the 
Commi�ee of Supply, presided over by the 
Speaker, Rt. Hon. Udeme Otong. The 
mo�on for the third reading was later 
moved by the House Leader, Rt. Hon. 
Otobong Bob, and seconded by the Deputy 
Leader, Hon. Nsidibe Akata.

AKHA Passes N1.390trn 2026
Budget, Cuts Spending by 16%
Priori�ses Capital Projects
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The Commissioner for Youth Development, 
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f 
Administra�on and Supplies, Mr. Anthony 
IsongUyo commended the ini�a�ve, 
describing it  as a reflec�on of the 
Governor’s commitment to posi�ve change 
and the grooming of Akwa Ibom youths as 
future leaders. He pledged the ministry’s 
con�nued support for youth-focused 
development programmes.

In separate goodwill messages, including 
those  f rom the  Commiss ioner  for 
Informa�on, Rt. Hon. Aniekan Umanah, and 
the Special Adviser on Poli�cal and Social 

Orienta�on, Mr. Kufre Udosen, the empowerment was 
described as one of the administra�on’s many 
compassionate interven�ons for youths. They expressed 
apprecia�on to Pastor Eno for keeping faith with young 
people and delivering on his promises.

An elated Miss Rejoice Ubaha thanked the Governor for 
the unprecedented gesture of construc�ng and dona�ng 
the modern automobile workshop, no�ng that the support 
affirms the value of hard work. She pledged to use the 
facility for the benefit of humanity and to mentor other 
youths in the State.

The workshop, located on a fully surveyed and fenced 
731.501-square-metre plot, features an office and 
equipment room, automobile pit and car li�er, diagnos�c 
scanner, power probe, vacuum pump, air compressor, 
complete set of spanners, mobile soldering tools, HP 
laptop and worksta�on, a 4.5KVA generator, and safety 
gear including mechanic creepers, safety boots, and hand 
gloves.

The State Governor, Pastor Umo Eno, has further 
demonstrated his administra�on’s commitment to 
youth empowerment with the commissioning of an 

ultra-modern automobile workshop for a Female 
Entrepreneur, Miss Rejoice Ubaha, under the ARISE Youth 
Empowerment Ini�a�ve.

The workshop, fully equipped with modern automo�ve 
repair facili�es, is designed not only to support the 
beneficiary’s enterprise but also to serve as a training hub 
for other youths, thereby promo�ng skills acquisi�on, self-
reliance, and job crea�on across the State.

Speaking at the event through the Commissioner for Youth 
Development, Dr. Ekere�e Ekanem, the Governor said the 
ini�a�ve aligns with his ARISE Agenda, which priori�ses 
youth development as a pathway to economic growth and 
social stability. He stressed that empowering young people 
to become employers of labour remains a core objec�ve of 
his administra�on.

Governor Eno reaffirmed that youth development has 
con�nued to receive top priority under his 
leadership, urging the beneficiary to maximise the 
opportunity by building a sustainable business 
and mentoring other young people. He assured 
that more youths would benefit from similar 
empowerment programmes in the coming years.

“In the coming years, many more youths will 
benefit from similar gestures,” the Governor said, 
while encouraging young people to acquire 
prac�cal and viable skills capable of improving 
their livelihoods.

Pastor Eno Empowers Female Entrepreneur
W i t h  A R I S E  A u t o m o b i l e  W o r k s h o p
Reaffirms commitment to youth empowerment
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and the replacement of damaged poles 
and wires to reconnect the community to 
the na�onal grid. 

The Council Boss assured that appeals for 
electricity extension to other areas would 
be factored into the 2026 budget, and 
reaffirmed his commitment to delivering 
at least one project in every village based 
on iden�fied needs.

Community leaders, including Hon. 
Comfort Mkpesit, Pastor Emmanuel 
Antakikam, Hon. Nkereuwem Okpo, 
Comrade Effiong Otong, Nse Ekpaha and 
Chief E. Uwe, commended the Chairman 
for the gesture and pledged support for 
his second-term ambi�on.

The event was a�ended by senior officials 
and dignitaries, with residents presen�ng 
gi�s to Rt. Hon. Uno in apprecia�on.Electricity has been restored to 

U d u n g  U w e  v i l l a g e  i n  U r u e 
Offong/Oruko Local Government 

Area following the commissioning of a 
300KVA transformer  by  the 
Chairman, Rt. Hon. Uno E�m Uno, 
ending years of power outage in 
the community.

At the event held recently, Rt. Hon. 
Uno stated that the interven�on 
fulfilled a pledge made during the 
a d m i n i s t r a � o n ’ s  N e e d s 
Assessment exercise, no�ng that 
t h e  p r o j e c t  i n c l u d e d  t h e 
installa�on of a new transformer 

Urue Offong/Oruko: Udung Uwe Back on
Grid as Uno Commissions 300KVA Transformer

Reaffirms commitment to cultural bonds 
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monitoring.

Key  pr ior i�es  inc lude  rura l  road 
rehabilita�on, drainage improvement, 
comple�on of ongoing projects, youth 
and women empowerment, ICT skills 
development, healthcare delivery, 

support for vulnerable 
groups, and agricultural 
ini�a�ves to boost food 
security.

T h e  C h a i r m a n  f u r t h e r 
appealed for coopera�on 
f r o m  s t a k e h o l d e r s , 
r e s i d e n t s ,  N G O s ,  a n d 
b u s i n e s s e s  t o  e n s u r e 
effec�ve implementa�on, 
stressing that collec�ve 
effort is vital for achieving 
meaningful development in 

The Chairman of 
Es i t  Eket  Loca l 
G o v e r n m e n t 

Council, Hon. Uduak Ikot, 
has presented a N12.231 
billion budget to the 
Legisla�ve Council for 
approval ahead of the 
2026 fiscal year.

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 
Legisla�ve Chambers, 
Uquo, Hon. Ikot said the 
b u d g e t  a l i g n s  w i t h 
Governor Umo Eno’s 
A R I S E  A g e n d a  a n d 
priori�ses projects that enhance human 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s , 
infrastructure, and public service delivery. 
She emphasised transparency and 
accountability in line with IPSAS, as well as 
strengthened internal audit and budget 

E s i t  E k e t  C h a i r m a n  P r e s e n t s
N12.231Bn Budget for 2026 Fiscal Year

Hails Moni-Pulo, Abani host communi�es as health centre, solar projects are unveiled 
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The budget allocates 43% to 
recurrent expenditure and 57% 
to capital projects, with sectoral 
alloca�ons of 25.5% to General 
Administra�on, 42% to the 
Economic Sector,  5.5% to 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l / R e g i o n a l 
Development, and 27% to 
Social Services. It priori�ses 
human capital development, 
rural infrastructure, socio-
e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h ,  a n d 

empowerment ini�a�ves.

Rt. Hon. Aaron urged stakeholders, 
residents, NGOs, and businesses to 
s u p p o r t  t h e  b u d g e t ’ s 
i m p l e m e n t a � o n  t o  e n s u r e 
sustainable development across Nsit 
Ibom Local Government Area.

The Chairman of Nsit Ibom Local 
Government Area, Rt. Hon. 
Otobong Aaron, has submi�ed 

a N13.716 billion 2026 Appropria�on 
Bill to the Legisla�ve Council for 
approval, marking a 100% increase on 
the previous year.

Titled, “Budget of Actualisa�on of 
Rural ARISE Agenda,” the 
proposal was presented 
o n  W e d n e s d a y , 
December 24, in the 
Legisla�ve Chambers, 
A f a h a  O ffi o n g .  I t 
complies with the Akwa 
Ibom State 2020 Fiscal 
Responsibility Law and 
IPSAS standards, and is 
funded through FAAC 
alloca�ons, VAT, IGR, and 
grants.

Nsit Ibom: Aaron Presents N13.716bn 2026
Fiscal Budget Tagged, “Rural ARISE Agenda”
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bouncy castle and assorted 
refreshments, providing the 
children with a structured and 
enjoyable fes�ve experience.

A key aspect of the event was the 
presenta�on of Christmas gi�s to 
the children by Mrs. Nkom, who 
w a s  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  h e r 
h u s b a n d ,  H o n .  N k o m , 
underscoring the values of 

generosity and community engagement 
during the fes�ve season.

P a r e n t s  a n d  g u a r d i a n s 
commended Mrs. Nkom for 
her dedica�on, care, and 
commitment to the welfare 
and development of children 
within Ikot Ekpene Local 
Government Area.

In a display of goodwill and fes�ve 
s p i r i t ,  M r s .  A ffi o n g  
N k o m ,  w i f e  o f  t h e 

Chairman of Ikot Ekpene 
Local Government Area, 
Hon. Aniefiok Nkom, hosted 
children from across the 
a r e a  t o  a  C h r i s t m a s 
celebra�on on Thursday, 
December 25, at the Raffia 
City Christmas Arena.

The programme, themed, 
“ Vis i t  to  Santa Claus,” 
featured music, dancing, mascots, a 

Yuletide Celebration: Ikot Ekpene Chairman’s 
Wife Hosts Children at Raffia City Christmas Arena
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N 4 . 4 5 5  b i l l i o n  f o r 
Administra�on, N1.898 
billion for Social Services, 
and N1.868 billion for the 
Economic Sector.

The Chairman noted that 
funding relies mainly on 
statutory alloca�ons while 
the council con�nues to 
develop its revenue base. 
The bill, submi�ed in NGF, 
COA, and IPSAS-compliant 

format, includes detailed project plans 
for implementa�on.

Responding, Hon. Ubong Udoeyo, 
Leader of the 8th Legisla�ve Council, 
commended the Chairman for �mely 
submission and pledged prompt 
considera�on and effec�ve oversight to 
ensure full implementa�on.

The Chairman of Nsit Atai Local 
Government, Hon. Anthony 
Nyong, on Tuesday, December 

30, presented the N12.308 billion 2026 
Appropria�on Bill to the Legisla�ve 
Council for approval. The budget, 
t a g g e d ,  “ T h e  B u d g e t  o f 
Tr a n s f o r m a � o n ,”  r e fl e c t s  t h e 
administra�on’s commitment to 
economic growth, improved service 
d e l i v e r y ,  a n d 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
development.

The proposed budget 
marks a 64.1% increase 
over  2025’s  N5.894 
bill ion, with N4.086 
b i l l ion  a l located to 
recurrent expenditure 
and N8.222 billion to 
capital projects. Major 
a l l o c a� o n s  i n c l u d e 

Nsit Atai: Nyong Unveils N12.308bn
Appropriation Bill for 2026 Fiscal Year
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that his interven�on would 
facilitate a swi� resolu�on and 
enable workers to return to 
their du�es.

Accompanied by Mr. Godwin 
N d u e s o ,  J o i n t  L a b o u r 
Commi�ee Chairman, Rt. Hon. 
To m m e y  r e a s s u r e d  t h e 
workers that their concerns 
would be addressed. Following 
his interven�on, the protesters 
dispersed peacefully.

Earlier, Mr. Ukpong Akpanumo, 
the Chairman of the Joint 

Labour Taskforce explained that the dispute is 
with GMT Energy, other contractors and not 
with Seplat Energy, highligh�ng issues of 
employment denial  and minimal pay 
inconsistent with agreements. The Protesters 
a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  p r i o r  a � e m p t s  a t 
communica�on over five months had failed, 
promp�ng the demonstra�on.

Th e   C h a i r m a n  o f  E k e t  L o c a l 
Government, Rt. Hon. Akaniyene 
Tommey, has appealed to protesters, 

including members of the Joint Labour 
Commi�ee and GMT Energy workers, to allow 
him to nego�ate with Seplat Energy Plc on 
their behalf.

The protesters took to the streets on Monday, 
December 29, to express 
g r i eva n c e s  a ga i n st  G M T 
Energy, a contractor with 
S e p l a t ,  c i � n g  a l l e g e d 
vic�misa�on, non-compliance 
w i t h  a g r e e m e n t s ,  a n d 
e x c l u s i o n  f r o m  w o r k 
opportuni�es.

Addressing the demonstrators 
at Mobil Housing Estates, the 
Chairman assured them that 
nego�a�ons were ongoing 
and urged them to permit 
Seplat  and GMT staff to 
resume work. He emphasised 

Eket: Tommey Appeals for Calm, Steps in
to Resolve Crisis with Seplat Energy
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stood as a tangible yule�de 
g i�  to  the  grassroots , 
modern, func�onal, and 
humane.

Addressing the gathering, 
the Governor called on 
c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s , 
w o m e n ,  y o u t h s ,  a n d 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  t o  t a k e 
collec�ve responsibility for 
the facility. He urged them 
to protect it, use it, and 
ensure it serves genera�ons 
y e t  u n b o r n .  W h i l e 

commending the Commissioner for Health, Dr. Ekem John, 
and his team for delivering the project on schedule, he also 
issued a firm warning to non-performing contractors across 
the state, direc�ng that abandoned or poorly executed 
projects would no longer be tolerated.

True to his reputa�on as a workaholic Governor, the day did 
not end in Eket. From there, he proceeded to neighbouring 
Nsit Ubium Local Government Area to inspect ongoing school 
and hospital projects—reinforcing his administra�on’s 
insistence on quality, speed, and accountability in public 
service delivery.

The occasion also provided the Governor an opportunity to 
restate his unwavering stance on development, par�cularly 
regarding the Lagos–Calabar Coastal Highway passing through 
Stubb’s Creek. His message was firm yet conciliatory: 
development must proceed, dialogue must replace 
confronta�on, and progress must serve the collec�ve good of 
Akwa Ibom State.

Commenda�ons flowed freely. Voices from the tradi�onal 
ins�tu�on, community elders, professional bodies, women 
leaders, youth representa�ves, and poli�cal stakeholders, 
including Chief Assam Assam, SAN, and the State Chairman of 
t h e  A l l  P ro g re s s i v e s  C o n g re s s ,  O b o n g  S t e p h e n 
Ntukekpo,praised the Governor for his consistency, humility, 
courage, and people-centred leadership.

As dusk se�led, Governor Eno capped the long day in his 
characteris�c benevolent style, invi�ng officials, stakeholders, 
and community leaders to his country home in Ikot Ekpene 
Udo for a late lunch. There, he personally sat through the meal 
with his guests, an unpreten�ous gesture that spoke volumes 
about accessibility, warmth, and genuine connec�on.

On the Ides of December 29, while many rested, Governor 
U m o  E n o  w o r k e d , q u i e t l y ,  d e l i b e r a t e l y ,  a n d 
purposefully,offering yet another reminder that true 
leadership is measured not by proclama�ons, but by 
presence, service, and an unrelen�ng commitment to the 
people.

Fo r  m o s t  A k w a 
Ibomites, Monday, 
December 29, 2025, 

arrived as a gentle exhale 
at the tail end of the 
Christmas holidays, a day 
s�ll scented with rest, 
reunion, and reflec�on. 
Many assumed that the 
s e a s o n ’s  ca l m  wo u l d 
extend to Government 
H o u s e .  B u t  f o r  t h e 
Governor of Akwa Ibom 
State, Pastor Umo Eno, it was the first working day of a new 
week, an unmistakable declara�on that leadership, in its 
truest sense, does not go on holiday.

He arrived dressed with quiet elegance: a signature designer 
shirt paired with a matching fez cap, well-tailored trousers, 
and finely handcra�ed footwear that struck a confident 
contrast. It was a look defined not by flamboyance but by 
poise and panache. As he stepped onto the ground, the 
Governor cut a striking figure of calm authority,measured in 
stride, focused in bearing,embodying a leader fully present, 
purposeful, and ready for work.

His arrival at Nduo Eduo was met with unrestrained joy. The air 
li�ed with excitement as tradi�onal rulers in full regalia, 
respected elders, women groups, and vibrant youth poured 
out in celebra�on. Songs rang out, smiles widened, and hands 
waved in gree�ng. It was not merely the welcome of a 
Governor; it was the embrace of a people who felt seen, 
heard, and remembered. Every segment of the community 
was represented, their presence a living testament to shared 
ownership and collec�ve hope.

The tone of the day had been set the night before. Late on 
December 28, the Governor’s appointment schedule was 
released, fixing the commissioning of a brand-new Model 
Health Centre for the people of Nduo Eduo in Eket Local 
Government Area. What many had assumed would be a quiet 
fes�ve Monday was instead transformed into a day of 
governance in mo�on, another prac�cal expression of the 
ARISE Agenda,  through which Agr iculture,  Rural 
Development, Infrastructure, Security, Educa�on and other 
areas such as Healthcare, and Tourism are being deliberately 
advanced. Under this agenda, development is not abstract; it 
is visible, measurable, and people-focused.

At Nduo Eduo, Governor Eno commissioned the ultra-modern 
Primary Health Centre, one of the flagship projects under his 
one-project-per-local-government ini�a�ve and a promise 
fulfilled to the late Elder Ekwo and the people of the 
community. Fully equipped with emergency and resuscita�on 
facili�es, a func�onal laboratory, immunisa�on and nutri�on 
units, staff quarters, and powered by solar energy, the centre 

December 29: Governor Eno’s Unrelenting Day of Service
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