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VAIA Set for Global Flight With
April 2026 Take-off Schedule 

he Minister of Avia�on and Aerospace TDevelopment, Festus Keyamo, SAN, has 
commended the Akwa Ibom State 

Government for its high level of preparedness 
ahead of the commencement of interna�onal 
flight opera�ons at the Victor A�ah Interna�onal 
Airport (VAIA), describing the State as “ahead of 
schedule” for the planned April 2026 take-off.

Keyamo gave the commenda�on on Tuesday, 
December 16, a�er a closed-door mee�ng with 
members of the interna�onal airport ecosystem 
at VAIA, held alongside Governor Umo Eno. 
Agencies present included Customs, Immigra�on,  
NDLEA, Police, DSS, NEMA and other avia�on 
stakeholders.

Celebrates Akpabio at 62 As Avia�on minister commends facili�es, leadership con�nuity
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AKSG Reaffirms Commitment 
t o  Yo u t h  E m p o w e r m e n t 
Deploys fresh DASAC graduates to
Ibom-LED for advanced training 
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Women Devt at 1929 War Commemoration
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Christmas Unplugged 3.0
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sustainable development.
The Governor,  in  h is  remarks, 
corroborated the Minister’s stance, 
acknowledging the contribu�ons of 
past leaders while thanking President 
Bola Tinubu for approving the 
airport’s interna�onal status and 
re l e a s i n g  s tat u to r y  f u n d s  fo r 
development. He emphasised that the 
project was executed with State 
funds,  no�ng that  Akwa Ibom 
currently owes no bank on the project, 
and reaffirmed commitment to 
leveraging the airport for economic 
growth.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  M i n i s te r  h a s 
described the ongoing ARISE Palm 
Resort in the State as a 'mind-blowing' 

tourism asset that will  significantly boost 
opera�ons at the airport, a�er inspec�ng the 
facility at Dominic Utuk Avenue, as part of efforts to 
ensure that cri�cal infrastructure was in place to 
support the airport's  recent eleva�on to 
interna�onal status.

According to the Minister, feedback from all 
agencies confirmed that Akwa Ibom has surpassed 
expecta�ons, with only minimal gaps le� to close. 
He noted that contrary to ini�al assump�ons, the 
State has already progressed towards opera�ng as 
a full-fledged interna�onal airport.

Keyamo expressed sa�sfac�on with the 
facili�es inspected, including the newly 
completed and well-equipped interna�onal 
terminal and the Maintenance, Repair and 
Overhaul (MRO) facility. He described the 
MRO as a cri�cal requirement that enables 
interna�onal airlines to conduct rou�ne 
aircra� checks before departure.

The Minister praised Akwa Ibom State for its 
tradi�on of visionary leadership, no�ng that 
s u c c e s s i v e  a d m i n i s t r a � o n s  h a v e 
consistently built on solid founda�ons laid 
by their predecessors. He specifically 
commended Governor Eno for sustaining 
and comple�ng the State’s avia�on master 
plan.

He said the realisa�on of plans ini�ated over 
25 years ago reflects effec�ve leadership, 
adding that Akwa Ibom has been fortunate 
with leaders who have driven con�nuity and 
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INSPECT FACILITIES AT ARISE PALM RESORT.
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i m a g i n e d  p o s s i b l e ,”  t h e 
Governor charged.

Governor Eno warned against 
the lure of instant gra�fica�on 
without effort, describing it as a 
pathway to frustra�on and 
moral decline. He expressed 
confidence, however, that the 
m o r a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l 
f o u n d a � o n  p r o v i d e d  b y 
Mountain Top University would 
dis�nguish its graduates as 
future leaders, innovators and 
change-makers.
Drawing from biblical and 
contemporary examples, he 
explained that dreaming big 
provides vision, while star�ng 
small  builds capacity and 

resilience. He cited the story of Joseph in the Bible 
and the rise of Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, 
reminding the graduates that greatness o�en 
begins quietly with available resources. “You don’t 
need to be great to start, but you need to start to be 
great,” he said.

In a personal reflec�on, Governor Eno shared his 
life journey, from growing up as the son of a police 
officer who died in ac�ve service, hawking so� 
drinks on the streets of Lagos, to star�ng the 
Royalty Hotel in Eket with just five rooms in 1997, 
which later grew into a major hospitality brand 
employing thousands. He stressed that faith in God, 
honesty and hard work a�ract des�ny helpers.

The Governor concluded by urging the graduands 
to look beyond conven�onal employment, explore 
entrepreneurship, innova�on and service, and 
uphold ethical conduct, humility and compassion. 
Congratula�ng the Class of 2025, he encouraged 
them to “dream big, start small, and just start,” 
assuring them that God would li� them to the 
mountain top of their aspira�ons.

The State Governor, Pastor Umo Eno, has 
challenged Nigerian youths to pursue bold 
dreams while grounding their paths to 

success in humility, hard work, strong character and 
unwavering faith in God.

Governor Eno gave the charge while delivering the 
Convoca�on Lecture at the 7th Convoca�on 
Ceremony of Mountain Top University on Thursday, 
December 18, at the ins�tu�on’s campus along the 
Lagos-Ibadan Expressway, Prayer City.

Speaking on the theme, “Dream Big, Start Small,” 
the Governor urged the gradua�ng Class of 2025 to 
shun shortcuts, en�tlement mentality and moral 
compromise, but instead, embrace discipline, 
service, resilience and integrity as they transi�on 
into life beyond the university.

He noted that rapid technological changes and 
shi�ing societal values demand that young people 
think crea�vely, act courageously and pursue 
excellence with character. “Dream big, start small, 
be passionate, work twice as hard, and watch the 
Invisible Hands of God li� you to heights you never 

Gov Eno Urges Nigerian Youths to Dream Big
Admonishes Graduands of Mountain Top University to be Shining examples 
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Kokoe�e Ebong, who emerged as Crime Buster of the Year 
at the 2024 Nigeria Police Force Awards in Abuja. He also 
disclosed plans to relocate the State Fire Service to the 
Occupa�onal Safety Department to improve efficiency.

At the DSS headquarters, the Governor further approved 
the procurement of two new Toyota Hilux vehicles to boost 
the opera�onal capacity of the agency. He emphasised that 
strengthening security ins�tu�ons remains a priority of his 
administra�on, as peace and good governance are cri�cal 
drivers of sustainable development.

Earlier, CP Azare commended Governor Eno for priori�sing 
security, peace and unity, describing the Governor’s 
support to the Police Command as consistent and impac�ul. 
He noted that the newly commissioned internal roads are 
strategic assets that will significantly improve mobility, 
response �me and opera�onal efficiency, assuring 
con�nued collabora�on with the State Government to 
sustain peace and safety.

P rov i d i n g  a n  ove r v i ew  o f  t h e  p ro j e c t ,  t h e 
Commissioner for Works and Fire Service, Prof. Eno 
Ibanga, explained that the road construc�on was 
prompted by the Governor’s visit to the area in 2024, 
when he observed its deplorable condi�on. He assured 
that the roads were constructed to high quality 
standards and are expected to last at least 20 years. 

The two events were a�ended by the Deputy Governor, 
Senator Akon Eyakenyi; the Secretary to the State 
Government,  Pr ince Enobong Uwah;  senior 
government officials, poli�cal leaders, captains of 
industry and members of the public.

G
overnor Umo Eno, has a�ributed the prevailing 
peace, safety and stability in the State to divine 
grace and the unwavering commitment of 

security agencies, commending them for their sacrifices 
in maintaining law and order. 

The Governor spoke during the commissioning of 1.4km 
of newly constructed internal roads at the State 
Headquarters of the Nigerian Police Force in Ikot Akpan 
Abia, and the 2025 Christmas Tree Ligh�ng ceremony at 
the Department of State Services (DSS) in Uyo.

Praising security opera�ves for working collabora�vely, 
o�en at great personal risk, to ensure a conducive 
environment for development. Governor Eno assured 
them of the State government’s apprecia�on and 
con�nued support, no�ng that without their efforts, the 
current atmosphere of peace would not be possible. He also 
announced the approval of contracts for the ligh�ng of 
police sta�ons across the State to further enhance security 
opera�ons.

The Governor commended the Commissioner of Police, CP 
Baba Azare, for effec�ve leadership and prudent 
deployment of patrol vehicles donated by the State 
government. He further disclosed plans to strengthen 
security presence through the construc�on of a Counter 
Terrorism Unit (CTU), thanking the Inspector General of 
Police, IGP Kayode Egbetokun, for approving the si�ng of 
the facility in Nsit Ubium Local Government Area.

Reaffirming his administra�on’s commitment to security, 
Governor Eno pledged sustained support to the Police 
Command, encouraged an officer whose residence was 
recently destroyed by fire, and congratulated the Officer-in-
Charge of the Special Weapons and Tac�cs (SWAT) Unit, CSP 

Gov Eno Attributes State’s
Peace to God, Security Agencies
Commissions 1.4km Roads at Police Headquarters
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Inibehe Etukudo, reaffirmed the government’s resolve to 
promote gender equal i ty  and create inclus ive 
opportuni�es for women, while the Chairman on the 
occasion, Mrs. Nyakno Okoko, emphasised the importance 
of equal empowerment and called on women to use the 
commemora�on to rekindle renewed hope and purpose.

Welcoming the guests, the Chairman of Ikot Abasi Local 
Government Area, Hon. Ime Essien, represented by his 
Vice, Hon. Idongesit Ekarika, said the theme was a 

reflec�on of women’s resilience and the power of 
teamwork in overcoming challenges.

Goodwill messages were delivered by Hon. 
Owoidoho Ekpoatai; Mrs. Comfort Bob; Mrs. 
Margaret Edem, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 
Women Affairs and E�eidung Aniema Eshiet, 
represen�ng the Paramount Ruler of Ikot Abasi, all 
urging women to remain courageous, God-fearing, 
and commi�ed to leadership and development.

Other dignitaries at the event included the 
Commissioner for Culture and Tourism, Dr. Anie� 
Udofia, and Engr. Uwem Okoko, MD of Hensek 
Integrated Services. The ceremony climaxed with a 
wreath-laying in honour of the fallen heroines, 
reinforcing their enduring legacy of resilience, unity, 
and leadership for future genera�ons.

The Akwa Ibom State Government, has reaffirmed 
its  unwavering commitment to women’s 
development in line with the ARISE Agenda, in 

commemora�on of the 1929 historic Women’s War in Ikot 
Abasi Local Government Area.

Speaking at the event on Tuesday, December 16, at the 
council headquarters, the Deputy Governor,  Senator 
Akon Eyakenyi described the 1929 Women’s War as a 
defining moment of courage and resistance against 
colonial oppression, stressing the need for accurate 
documenta�on of history. She noted that the struggle is 
o�en wrongly linked solely to Aba, while key narra�ves 
from Akwa Ibom and the contribu�ons of figures like 
Mary Slessor remain underreported.

Addressing the theme, “Unity for Excellence,” the Deputy 
Governor highlighted the pivotal role of women in family 
stability, governance, and economic development. She 
assured that the State government would con�nue to 
empower women through economic inclusion, skills 
acquisi�on, advocacy, and expanded leadership 
opportuni�es.

The Coordinator, Office of the First Lady and Special Guest 
of Honour, Lady Helen Obareki, praised the bravery of the 
women of 1929, urging today’s women to emulate their 
courage, unity, and commitment to community 
development.

Also speaking, the Commissioner for Women Affairs, Hon. 

AKSG Pledges Stronger Suppor t for
Women Devt at 1929 War Commemoration

Approves civil service job for orphan graduate 
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Governor Eno expressed sa�sfac�on with the crea�vity, 
coordina�on, and clarity of vision demonstrated by the 
MDAs at the pavilion, no�ng that their presenta�ons clearly 
reflected the people-centred focus and policy direc�on of 
his administra�on. He commended the alignment of 
programmes and ini�a�ves with the ARISE Agenda.

“I have gone round to see what the Ministries, Departments 
and Agencies are doing, and I am pleased that they are 
promo�ng the ARISE Agenda. This is the first �me we are 
introducing a State Government Pavilion at the Christmas 
Village, and what I have seen so far is very encouraging,” the 
Governor stated.

Reaffirming his administra�on’s commitment to effec�ve 
governance, Governor Eno emphasised that all MDAs must 
con�nually align their opera�ons and service delivery 
frameworks with the State’s development vision. He added 
that the State Government Pavilion remains a major 
highlight of Christmas Unplugged 3.0, reinforcing his 
resolve to make governance visible, accessible, people-
focused, and results-driven.

Addi�onally, the State Chief Execu�ve approved the 
employment of an orphan graduate, Miss Abigail Okon, 
a�er she was presented to him by the Ministry of Women 
Affairs and Social Welfare. He directed the Head of Service, 
to offer her an appointment in the State civil service, 
maintaining that one’s background or circumstances of 
birth should not determine des�ny.

O
n Saturday, December 13, Governor Umo Eno 
unveiled the first-ever State Government Pavilion 
at the ongoing Christmas Unplugged 3.0, marking a 

significant step towards deepening ci�zens engagement 
and showcasing the prac�cal impact of the ARISE Agenda.

The pavilion, located within the Christmas Village at Unity 
Park, Udo Udoma Avenue, Uyo, was introduced on the 
Governor’s direc�ve to bring governance closer to the 
people. It brings together Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies (MDAs) in a single interac�ve space where 
residents and visitors can access informa�on on 
government programmes, innova�ons, service delivery 
ini�a�ves, and investment opportuni�es aligned with the 
State’s development blueprint.

During a tour and inspec�on of the pavilion, Governor Eno 
issued a decisive direc�ve aimed at strengthening 
healthcare delivery across the State. He instructed the 
Head of the Civil Service and the Commissioner for Health 
to redeploy all medical doctors currently serving as 
Permanent Secretaries in unrelated MDAs back to the 
health sector to serve as heads of government-owned 
general hospitals, while retaining their administra�ve 
responsibili�es.

The Governor stressed that medical exper�se must not be 
underu�lised, especially at a �me when the State is 
intensifying efforts to strengthen healthcare services and 
improve emergency response across public health 
ins�tu�ons.

Gov Eno Unveils First-Ever State Govt
Pavilion at Christmas Unplugged 3.0
Directs redeployment of doctors to health sector
Approves civil service for Abigail Okon, an orphan graduate 
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inducted members to use their leadership 
posi�ons to render sacrificial and selfless service 
to the society.

He congratulated Dr. Mapples on her installa�on, 
describing her as motherly, humble, transparent 
and dependable, quali�es he said earned her the 
confidence of the Club and the responsibility of 
leadership.

The Governor also reflected on his long-standing 
rela�onship with the Mapples family in Eket, 
acknowledging their support over the years, and 
expressed gra�tude for the recogni�on accorded 
him and his late wife, no�ng that her legacy 
con�nues through the lives she touched.

Earlier, Dr. Mapples thanked Pastor Eno and other 
dignitaries for a�ending the ceremony, and 
pledged to use her tenure to extend help to the 
needy, reaffirming the Club’s commitment to 
service, as highlights of the event included the 
presenta�on of the Enterprise-Friendly Governor 
Award to Governor Eno and a posthumous award 
to the First Lady, Pastor Pa�ence Eno, for her 
devoted service to humanity.

Eket Rotary Club, has been commended for 
its commitment to ini�a�ves that align 
with Pastor Umo Eno's ARISE Agenda, and 

for being a valuable partner in community 
development and social progress.

Pastor Eno gave the commenda�on during the 
installa�on ceremony of Dr. Eka Mapples as the 
42nd President of the Eket Rotary Club, held on 
Saturday, December 13, at Royalty Hotel, Eket, 
where he also acknowledged the Club’s 
consistent focus on impac�ul and people-centred 
projects.

Specifically praising the Club’s emphasis on 
human capacity development, 
the Governor noted that its 
programmes aimed at youth 
t r a i n i n g  a n d  w o m e n 
empowerment,  directly support 
the objec�ves of the ARISE 
A g e n d a  a n d  d e s e r v e 
government encouragement.

Governor Eno, a Paul Harris 
Fellow of Rotary Interna�onal, 
h ighl ighted Rotary ’s  long-
standing reputa�on for service 
to humanity and charged newly 

Pastor Eno Commends Eket Rotary Club,
Receives Enterprise-Friendly Governor Award
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commenced on Tuesday, 
December 16.

The payment fulfills a 
p r o m i s e  m a d e  b y 
Governor Umo Eno on 
Sunday, November 30, 
t h a t  w o r ke rs  w o u l d 
receive their 13th-month 
s a l a r y  o n  o r  b efo re 
December 20.

Since assuming office in 
2023, the Umo Eno-led 
a d m i n i s t r a � o n  h a s 
consistently paid the 
1 3 t h - m o n t h  s a l a r y 

otherwise known as "Eno-
mber" to workers, alongside 
other bonuses and welfare 
packages .  Th is  susta ined 
commitment  to  workers ’ 
w e l f a r e  h a s  e a r n e d  t h e 
G o v e r n o r  w i d e s p r e a d 
recogn i�on as  a  worker-
friendly leader in the State.

Akwa Ibom State workers, 
have begun receiving 
their 13th-month salary 

a h e a d  o f  t h e  C h r i s t m a s 
celebra�ons, providing �mely 
financial relief to enable them 
prepare for the fes�ve season.

A report from the Office of the 
Accountant General confirms 
that payment of the bonus 

A’Ibom Workers Receive 13th-Month
Salary as Pastor Eno Delivers on Promise
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who also received the award on his behalf, 
expressed gra�tude to NASAJ for  the 
recogni�on and reaffirmed his administra�on’s 
commitment to people-focused ini�a�ves 
under the ARISE Agenda. He reaffirmed his 
dedica�on to deploying the State resources to 
empower ci�zens and drive infrastructural 
transforma�on.

The event also featured the final football 
encounter in which the Federal High Court team 
defeated the Court of Appeal by a lone goal to 
clinch the tournament’s trophy.

The ceremony, which formally concluded a 
week-long na�onal spor�ng fes�val for judicial 
workers, was a�ended by the Chief Judge of 
Akwa Ibom State, Honourable Jus�ce Ekaete 
Obot, represented by Honourable Jus�ce Edem 
Akpan, as well as senior judiciary officials, 
directors from the Ministry of Sports, and other 
stakeholders.

Governor Umo 
Eno, has been 
conferred with 

an award of recogni�on 
by the Na�onal Sports 
A s s o c i a � o n  f o r 
Judiciary (NASAJ), and 
inducted as a Patron of 
t h e  b o d y ,  i n 
acknowledgement of 
h i s  e x e m p l a r y 
leadership, progressive 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
ini�a�ves, and strategic 
investment in sports 
infrastructure across 
the State.

T h e  h o n o u r  w a s 
presented by the Na�onal President of NASAJ, 
Mr. Sunday Noah, during the closing ceremony 
of the 2025 Chief Jus�ce of Nigeria Games, held 
at the Uyo Township Stadium on Saturday, 
December 6.

Praising Governor Eno for expanding and 
maintaining world-class spor�ng facili�es that 
made the hos�ng successful, Mr. Noah 
described Akwa Ibom as a State with visionary 
leadersh ip  that  has  con�nued to  set 
benchmarks in sports development.

He noted that NASAJ was par�cularly impressed 
by the standard and upkeep of all inspected 
fac i l i�es,  adding that  the associa�on 
unanimously resolved to honour the Governor 
for his unwavering support for athletes and 
judicial sports ac�vi�es.

Responding, Governor Eno, represented by the 
Commissioner for Sports, Elder Paul Bassey, 

Gov Eno Receives NASA J Award, 
Inducted as Patron of Judiciary Games



Restates resolve for inclusive governance, rural transforma�on

NEWS WEEKLY

- Page 17 © 2025 Ministry of Information 

Integrated Services.

Governor Eno described Engr. Okoko as a 
dependable friend, whose support and 
commitment, according to him, has been 
tested over �me, adding that his a�endance at 
the celebra�on was a fulfilment of a promise 
made earlier in the day.

Underscoring the essence of mutual support, 
the Governor said his par�cipa�on was an 

indica�on of friendship, trust and solidarity in 
sustaining harmonious rela�onships among 

communi�es.

He thanked the Ikot Abasi people for the warm 
recep�on accorded him, and applauded them for 
showcasing their rich cultural heritage, which he 
described as a major boost to his administra�on’s 
A R I S E  A ge n d a  o n  c u l t u re  a n d  to u r i s m 
development.

Earlier, Engr. Okoko praised Governor Eno for his 
vision-driven leadership and passion for tourism. 
He observed that the Governor’s commitment to 
cultural promo�on has created economic 
opportuni�es, strengthened unity across the 
State, and demonstrated his integrity in keeping 
to his words.

Governor Umo Eno, has reaffirmed his 
admin ist ra�on’s  commitment  to 
preserving the age-long customs 

and tradi�ons of the people as a founda�on 
for unity and promo�on of tourism in the 
State.

The Governor stated this on Saturday, 
December 13, while par�cipa�ng in the Ikot 
Abasi Day celebra�on at the ongoing 
Christmas Unplugged 3.0 fes�val, held at the 
Unity Park, Udo Udoma Avenue, Uyo.

He explained that his presence at the event 
was driven by his resolve to honour cultural 
bonds and long-standing rela�onships with 
the Ikot Abasi people, no�ng his personal �es to 
the area as an in-law and close associate of Engr. 
Uwem Okoko, Managing Director of Hensek 

Christmas Unplugged 3.0: Gov Eno 
Joins Ikot Abasi Day Celebration
Reaffirms commitment to cultural bonds 
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the Ministry of Local Government and Chie�aincy 
Affairs, averring that his dedica�on to tradi�onal 
ins�tu�ons has earned him the confidence and 
affec�on of Paramount Rulers across the State. He 
called for sustained support for government 
programmes, and applauded poli�cians from 
different poli�cal par�es who a�ended the ceremony, 
describing their unity as a reflec�on of the true Akwa 
Ibom spirit needed to drive growth and the ARISE 
Agenda.

In their remarks, Hon. Archibong and  wife, Dr. Bright 
Archibong, expressed gra�tude to God for blessing his 
family, and Governor Eno for his support.

In a sermon �tled, "The  Great Light: What We Gain 
Because Jesus Came" drawn from Isaiah 9:2, the 
Senior Pastor of Insight Bible Church, Dr. Sylvanus 
Ukafia noted that the coming of Jesus as the Light, 
permanently transforms every believer. He also listed 
the gains of Jesus coming, including iden�fy, 
alignment, and authority, among others.  

The service was a�ended by the Deputy Governor, 
Senator Akon Eyakenyi, the Secretary to the State 
Government, Prince Enobong Uwah, other members 
of the State Execu�ve Council, clergy, poli�cal leaders 
and other dignitaries.

Pa s t o r  U m o  E n o ,  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
Commissioner for Local Government and 
Chie�aincy Affairs, Hon. Frank Archibong, as a 

man of proven strength of character and unwavering 
reliability.

The Governor spoke on Sunday, December 14, during 
the child dedica�on service of Master Emmanuel 
Frank Archibong at Insight Bible Church, Nsikak Eduok 
Av e n u e ,  U y o,  w h e r e  h e  c o m m e n d e d  t h e 
Commiss ioner ’s  cons istency  and immense 
contribu�on to the success of his administra�on.

Governor Eno noted that the calibre and 
diversity of dignitaries present at the 
event reflected Archibong’s strong 
character and wide acceptance across the 
State, describing him as a dependable 
pillar of support who has consistently 
advanced the administra�on’s mandate.

He thanked God for blessing the 
Archibong’s family with a male child, 
describing the occasion as a moment of 
joy and gra�tude, worthy of celebra�on 
to the glory of God.

T h e  G o v e r n o r  a l s o  p r a i s e d  t h e 
commissioner’s effec�ve leadership at 

P a s t o r  E n o  E x t o l s  C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 
LG and Chieftaincy Affairs at Child Dedication
Describes poli�cal unity as reflec�on of true A'Ibom spirit
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Delivering a goodwill message, the representa�ve of the 
University of Lagos, Prof. Sunday Adebisi, described 
DASAC as “the best thing that has happened to our 
na�on,” and lauded Governor Eno for establishing what 
he termed the best skill acquisi�on centre in Nigeria. He 
highlighted DASAC’s significant contribu�ons to prac�cal 
training across welding, ICT, fashion design, construc�on 
and other trades, efforts he said are reducing youth 
idleness and fostering a more peaceful society.

Prof. Adebisi also commended the Governor’s 
compassion and humane leadership, ci�ng his 
recent empowerment of a visually impaired 
ar�ste during the Ibom Unity Concert as a 
notable example.

In her remarks, the Rector of DASAC, Prof. 
Enoidem Usoro, expressed deep apprecia�on 
to Governor Eno for his vision and steadfast 
support. She noted that the centre’s growing 
success and expanding capacity reflect the 
administra�on’s sincere commitment to 
equipping Akwa Ibom youths with sustainable, 
market-ready skills.

T
he Akwa Ibom State Government has 
reiterated unwavering commitment to youth 
empowerment and skills development, 

affirming that no investment is too significant when it 
concerns securing the future of young people.

Governor Umo Eno, represented by the Deputy 
Governor, Senator Akon Eyakenyi, stated this on 
Thursday, December 11, at the 2nd Gradua�on 
Ceremony of the Dakkada Skills Acquisi�on Centre 
(DASAC) in Ikot Ada Idem, Ibiono Ibom Local 
Government Area.

Addressing the 428 new cohort of graduates, 
Governor Eno congratulated them on the successful 
comple�on of their training and encouraged them to 
apply their acquired skills produc�vely. He 
commended the Rector and management of DASAC 
for their dedica�on to transla�ng the State’s vision 
for human capital development into impac�ul, life-
transforming results. According to him, the centre’s 
programmes remain highly relevant and compe��ve 
in today’s labour market, posi�oning the graduates 
f o r  m e a n i n g f u l  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p e r s o n a l 
advancement.

Reaffirming the government’s commitment under 
the ARISE Agenda, Governor Eno highlighted that the Ibom 
Leadership and Entrepreneurial Development Centre 
(Ibom-LED), has already trained over 2,000 youths and 
supported them with start-up capital upon comple�on. He 
announced that all graduates from the current cohort will 
proceed to Ibom-LED for advanced training to further 
enhance their competencies and readiness for emerging 
opportuni�es.

AKSG Reaffirms Commitment to Youth Empowerment 
Deploys fresh DASAC graduates to Ibom-LED for advanced training
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describing her as a  dedicated and commi�ed example of 
public service.

Welcoming par�cipants, the Director of Public Health 
Services, Dr. Etop An�a, described the training as �mely and 
cri�cal to strengthening epidemic preparedness in the State. 
He a�ributed Akwa Ibom’s recent success in managing 
cholera outbreaks without casual�es to improved 
surveillance systems and the dedica�on of frontline health 
workers, while thanking the Commissioner for his consistent 
support.

In their goodwill messages, the 
WHO State Coordinator, Dr. Alawole 
OluwaBukola,  and the NCDC 
representa�ve, Mr. Jubril Kareem, 
lauded the State strong leadership 
i n  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  e m e rge n c y 
management  and reaffirmed 
con�nued support in surveillance, 
laboratory  networking ,  data 
analysis, and rapid response. 

The training, running concurrently 
across the three senatorial districts, 
is expected to significantly enhance 
capacity for early detec�on, rapid 
response, and preven�on of future 
cholera outbreaks.

The Commissioner for Health, Dr. Ekem John, has 
declared open the Cholera Sample Management and 
Rapid Diagnos�c Tes�ng (RDT) Training for 350 health 

workers, reinforcing preparedness and response capacity 
against cholera outbreaks.

The 10-day training, scheduled from 9-18 December, took 
place at the NLC Conference Hall, Atan Offot, Uyo, and 
brought together par�cipants from the three senatorial 
districts of the State, to strengthen skills in cholera detec�on, 
sample handling, surveillance, and case management.

Addressing the par�cipants, the Commissioner for Health, 
commended the World Health Organiza�on (WHO), Nigeria 
Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), Na�onal Facilitators, and 
the State Epidemiology Unit of the Directorate of Public 
Health Services for their sustained support for public health. 
He noted that recent cholera outbreaks in Akwa Ibom were 
successfully contained without fatali�es, a�ribu�ng the 
achievement  to  the v ig i lance,  competence,  and 
professionalism of health workers.

The Commissioner urged the trainees to take full advantage 
of the exercise in order to serve as ambassadors of best 
prac�ces in disease surveillance, early repor�ng, and 
effec�ve case management across their respec�ve duty 
posts, stressing that the medical profession demands 
integrity, empathy, and ethical responsibility. 

Dr. John expressed apprecia�on to the Governor for his 
transforma�ve leadership and the declara�on of a State of 
Emergency in Healthcare, no�ng visible improvement in 
infrastructure, service delivery, and health outcomes. He also 
paid tribute to the State Epidemiologist, Dr. Nchiek Eneh, 

A'Ibom Strengthens Cholera Preparedness,
Flags Off  Training for 350 Workers

 Inspects key infrastructure in Nsit Ubium, Eket 
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Ikorodu, Uyo Metropolitan, Toronto, Calgary and Connec�cut. He 
described the expansion as a formidable pillar of unity, growth and 
interna�onal visibility for the organisa�on.

Addressing challenges confron�ng the organisa�on, Akparawa 
Edet expressed concern over the destruc�on of Mboho’s legacy 
property in Lagos, but urged members to remain calm and law-
abiding, assuring them that the ma�er is being addressed through 
appropriate channels at the highest levels.

On na�onal issues, he raised concerns over banditry, insurgency, 
kidnapping and other violent crimes threatening na�onal stability 
and economic growth, and called for collec�ve vigilance, renewed 
patrio�sm and full coopera�on with security agencies. He 
commended President Tinubu for appoin�ng General Christopher 
Musa (Rtd.) as Minister of Defence, describing the decision as a 
round peg in a round hole, and urged Nigerians to support efforts 
aimed at restoring security na�onwide.

Akparawa Edet praised Governor Pastor Eno for the upgrade of the 
Victor A�ah Interna�onal Airport to full interna�onal status, no�ng 
its far-reaching benefits for avia�on, tourism, trade and global 
connec�vity. He also acknowledged the Governor’s achievements 
under the ARISE Agenda across infrastructure, agriculture, 
educa�on, social welfare and rural development.

He further commended the cordial working rela�onship between 
President Bola Tinubu, Governor  Eno and the President of the 
Senate,  Godswill Akpabio, describing the synergy as a stabilising 
force that enhances poli�cal stability and development prospects 
for both the State and the na�on. He applauded the appointment 
of Senator Ita  Enang as Ambassador-designate and appealed for 
greater inclusion of qualified Ibibio sons and daughters in federal 
appointments.

The Interna�onal President appealed to poli�cal leaders across 
party and ethnic divides to exercise restraint in words and conduct, 
rise above bi�erness, and place the collec�ve wellbeing of 
Nigerians above all other considera�ons, emphasising that the true 
strength of the na�on lies in unity of purpose and sincerity of 
service.

The General Assembly featured the Presiden�al Night of 
Dis�nc�on and End-of-Year Gala, during which past leaders were 
honoured for their enduring contribu�ons and legacy, while 
chapters and dis�nguished members received recogni�on for 
outstanding service and commitment.

The Oku Ibom Ibibio, His Eminence, Ntenyin Solomon  Etuk, 
has called on members of Mboho Mkparawa Ibibio and 
Akwa Ibom indigenes to embrace unity and give sustained 

support to the ongoing economic and ins�tu�onal reforms of 
President Bola Tinubu, as well as the ARISE Agenda of Governor 
Umo Eno, describing both ini�a�ves as vital pathways to strategic 
transforma�on, peace and shared prosperity.

The monarch, who is also the President-General of the Akwa Ibom 
State Supreme Council of Tradi�onal Rulers and Grand Patron of 
Mboho Mkparawa Ibibio, made the call at the 58th General 
Assembly of the organisa�on held at its Interna�onal Secretariat in 
Uyo, where he commended President Tinubu for the courage and 
resolve demonstrated in pursuing reforms aimed at reposi�oning 
Nigeria’s economy and strengthening na�onal ins�tu�ons. He 
lauded Governor  Eno for the clarity, inclusiveness and 
developmental impact of the ARISE Agenda, urging ci�zens to rise 
above par�san and sec�onal considera�ons.

The Oku Ibom also commended the Interna�onal President of 
Mboho Mkparawa Ibibio, Akparawa James Edet, for his 
excep�onal, purposeful and unifying leadership, no�ng that the 
organisa�on has recorded renewed strength, cohesion and 
enhanced global visibility under his stewardship. He cau�oned 
against disunity and internal sabotage and encouraged Ibibio sons 
and daughters to support one another for collec�ve advancement, 
acknowledging the historic role of Mboho Mkparawa Ibibio in the 
unity and development of Akwa Ibom State, and bestowed royal 
blessings on members.

In his welcome address, Akparawa Edet, paid tribute to the 
foresight and sacrifices of the organisa�on’s founding fathers and 
outlined key milestones recorded under his administra�on. These 
include the upgrade of facili�es at the Mboho Unity Schools, 
notable improvement at the Interna�onal Secretariat, and the 
strengthening of welfare and administra�ve systems across the 
organisa�on. He highlighted interven�on projects executed at the 
Mboho Unity Schools in partnership with various chapters, notably 
Houston, New York, Dallas, London and Connec�cut, describing 
the ini�a�ves as strong expressions of unity, shared responsibility 
and commitment to educa�onal development.

The Interna�onal President further detailed achievements in 
global expansion and diaspora integra�on, announcing the 
establishment of new chapters in Phoenix, New Jersey, Ireland, 

Oku Ibom Calls for Unity, Backs Tinubu’s Reforms
and Umo Eno’s ARISE Agenda at Mboho Assembly Reaffirms commitment to media freedom
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the Global Health Supply Chain programme for opera�onal 
support. He also acknowledged civil society groups, 
tradi�onal ins�tu�ons, the media, frontline health workers, 
and Ibom Air for suppor�ng the State Malaria Elimina�on 
Programme, including the dona�on of 50,000 doses of 
sulphadoxine-pyrimethamine.

Earlier, the Director of Public Health Services reaffirmed the 
ministry’s readiness to ensure a successful campaign, while 
the State Malaria Elimina�on Programme Manager outlined 
the campaign strategy, logis�cs, ICT deployment, and 
community mobilisa�on plans. 

Members of the Insec�cide-Treated Nets (ITNs) Campaign 
Coordina�ng Commi�ee (ICCC) includes, the Commissioner 
for Health as Chairman; the State Commissioner of Police; 
Chairman House Commi�ee on Health; Commissioner, Niger 
Delta Development Commission (NDDC), Akwa Ibom State; 
Permanent Secretary, State Ministry of Health; Permanent 
Secretary, Hospitals Management Board; the Execu�ve 
Secretary,  Akwa Ibom State Primary Health Care 
Development Agency; Permanent Secretary, Local Govt & 
Chie�aincy Affairs; Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 
Environment; MD/CEO, Ibom Air; Chairman ALGON; Director, 
State Security Service (SSS), Akwa Ibom State; Nigeria Civil 
Defence Corps; Director of Women Affairs, Ministry of 
Women Affairs and Social Welfare; Director,  Public Health 
Services, SMOH, and the Director of Health, Local 
Government Service Commission.

Others are, the Director of Informa�on, Ministry of 
Informa�on; Director Health Planning Research and 
Sta�s�cs, SMOH; Director Pharmaceu�cal Services, SMOH; 
State Malaria Elimina�on Programme Manager;  Secretary, 
World Health Organiza�on (WHO); Nigerian Union of Road 
Transport Workers; Logis�cs Management Coordina�on Unit 
(LMCU); Coordinator,  Civil Society on Malaria Immuniza�on 
and Nutri�on (ACOMIN); Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG) Focal Person; Nigerian Television Authority (NTA); Akwa 
Ibom State Broadcas�ng Corpora�on (AKBC); Inspira�on FM; 
Business Day Newspaper; Pioneer Newspaper, State Co-
ordinator, PATH, RHCC; Chris�an Associa�on of Nigeria (CAN); 
State Health Promo�on Officer; State Malaria Logis�cs 
Officer; Chairman, Forum of PHC Directors; Chairman, LGA 
Malaria Focal Persons; Informa�on Officer, SMOH; Chairman, 
Akwa Ibom Council for Islamic Affairs, Uyo and GHSC-PSM

Speaking on behalf of the commi�ee, Mr. Ifiok Effiong 
extended apprecia�on to the Commissioner for Health for 
the confidence reposed in them, pledged smooth and 
effec�ve implementa�on and assured the Ministry and 
partners that the commi�ee would work �relessly to meet all 
targets and deliver a hitch -free ITN distribu�on campaign.

The Commissioner for Health, Dr. Ekem John, has 
inaugurated the Insec�cide-Treated Nets (ITNs) 
Campaign Coordina�ng Commi�ee (ICCC) as part of 

renewed efforts to reduce malaria prevalence across the 
State. 

Inaugura�ng the Commi�ee on Wednesday, December 10, at 
the Ministry of Health Conference Room in Uyo, the 
Commissioner, who spoke through the Permanent Secretary, 
Dr. Patrick Essiet, noted that malaria remains a major public 
health challenge with severe consequences on children, 
pregnant women, household produc�vity, and socio-
economic development.

Dr. John emphasised that malaria is preventable, stressing 
that consistent use of insec�cide-treated nets significantly 
reduces infec�on rates and malaria-related deaths. The 
Commissioner also announced that the State,  in 
collabora�on with na�onal and interna�onal partners, will 
soon begin a large-scale mass distribu�on of ITNs to ensure 
every household has access to the interven�on.

He outlined the commi�ee’s responsibili�es to include 
resource mobilisa�on, coordina�on of implemen�ng 
partners, security of personnel and commodi�es across the 
31 local government areas, monitoring household 
mobilisa�on, and ensuring effec�ve last-mile delivery of nets 
to communi�es statewide.

The Commissioner commended development partners, 
par�cularly the Against Malaria Founda�on for dona�ng over 
3.9 million ITNs, as well as the United States Government and 

A'Ibom Targets Malaria Reduction as Health
Ministry Inaugurates ITN Campaign Committee 
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processed into flour, such as cocoyam, yam, 
beans, plantain and coconut flour, alongside 
cold-pressed coconut oil. Other high-quality 
products on display include palm kernel oil, 
shea bu�er, date powder, and dehydrated 

bi�er leaf, scent leaf and 
water leaf.

From the Eket Senatorial 
District, a variety of food 
products are available, 
including dry fish, crayfish, 
cassava flakes mix, fufu 
powder, cassava flour and 
cassava balm. The district is 
also showcasing one of its 
signature local delicacies, 
Ekpang Iwa.

The Bureau of Coopera�ves and 
R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  h a s 
introduced the Akwa Ibom 

Coopera�ve Market as part of ac�vi�es 
marking this year’s Christmas Carnival 
celebra�ons in the State.

The market, located at the Unity Park, 
Udo Udoma Avenue, Uyo, is showcasing 
a wide range of locally made products, 
cra�s and food items drawn from the 
three senatorial districts, highligh�ng 
the richness of Akwa Ibom’s cultural and 
economic heritage.

At the Ikot Ekpene Senatorial District 
stand, visitors are treated to an array of 
raffia-based cra�s including bags, men’s 
shoes, mats, caps, hand fans and 
sandals. The district is also featuring 
unique local delicacies, notably porridge 
maize.

The Uyo Senatorial District is presen�ng 
several value-added agricultural products 

Christmas Unplugged 3.0: Cooperative Market
Highlights A'Ibom’s Indigenous Products
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invest in agriculture. If you want to be 
an employer of labour, invest in 
agriculture,” he stated.

However, the SUBEB boss expressed 
c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t 
encroachment on school lands by 
some tradi�onal rulers and community 
members, warning that such ac�ons 
undermine school farming ini�a�ves 
and threaten the sustainability of the 
Green School programme.

In her goodwill message, Dr. Roseline 
Mfon appreciated the Governor for providing a 
conducive learning environment, suppor�ng extra-
curricular ac�vi�es, and ensuring prompt release of 
counterpart funds. She commended teachers for 
mentoring pupils in basic farming skills, describing 
agriculture as both self-sustaining and income-
genera�ng.

Earlier, the AK-SUBEB Green School Desk Officer, 
Mrs. Ubong David, explained that the exhibi�on 
showcased farm produce from schools across the 31 
local government areas. She disclosed that UBEC has 
renamed the programme from the Agricultural 
Educa�on Training Programme (AETP) to the Green 
School and Climate Change Educa�onal Ini�a�ve. 

The event featured an inspec�on of farm produce, 
a wa rd s  to  o u t s ta n d i n g  s c h o o l s ,  c u l t u ra l 
performances, folk songs, and drama presenta�ons.

The Universal Basic Educa�on Commission 
(UBEC), in collabora�on with the Akwa Ibom 
State Universal Basic Educa�on Board 

(SUBEB), on Wednesday, December 10, held the 
2025 Green School Exhibi�on and Award Ceremony 
at Saint Patrick’s Primary School, Iboko Offot, Uyo, to 
promote food sufficiency and agricultural educa�on 
among primary school pupils.

Speaking at the event, the Execu�ve Chairman of 
SUBEB, Rt. Hon. Anie�e Etuk, commended Governor 
Umo Eno for his sustained investment in basic 
educa�on, par�cularly the �mely release of 
counterpart funding which, he said, made the 
successful hos�ng of the exhibi�on possible.

Represented by the Permanent Secretary, SUBEB, Dr. 
Roseline Mfon, the SUBEB chairman averred that 
agriculture remains a proven driver of economic 
growth globally and should be fully embraced by 
Akwa Ibom State. He noted that the Green 
School Exhibi�on aligns with the ARISE Agenda 
of the present administra�on, stressing that 
agriculture and educa�on are cri�cal pillars 
embedded in the government’s development 
blueprint.

According to Etuk, Governor Eno has consistently 
encouraged agricultural development not only 
within schools but also at community and State 
levels, describing investment in agriculture as a 
pathway to economic growth and job crea�on. 
“If you want to grow the economy of the State, 

UBEC, SUBEB Host 2025 Green School Exhibition
As Etuk raises alarm over encroachment on school lands
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designed to equip youths with prac�cal skills, 
stressing the importance of youth empowerment 
for community development.

Earlier, the Ac�ng Rector, Dr. Akanimo Jonah, 
explained that the visit aimed at acquain�ng the 
council with the Polytechnic’s Centre for 
Development of Cra�s. He added that the 
ins�tu�on has received approval for 13 cra�-
related training programmes through TETFUND 
and sought a partnership with the local 
government to implement them effec�vely.

The Polytechnic management expressed 
gra�tude for the warm recep�on and reiterated 
their commitment to collaborate with Ikot 
Ekpene Local Government Council in equipping 
youths with skills and crea�ng opportuni�es for 
personal and community growth.

The Chairman of Ikot Ekpene Local 
Government Area, Hon. Aniefiok Nkom, 
has pledged collabora�on with the 

management of Akwa Ibom State Polytechnic, 
Ikot Osurua, to promote peace, community 
coopera�on, and youth skills acquisi�on across 
the area.

Hon. Nkom who made the pledge on Tuesday, 
December 9,  during a familiarisa�on visit by the 
Ac�ng Rector, Dr. Akanimo Jonah, and his 
management team to the council secretariat, 
advised the Polytechnic team to build bridges and 
develop strategies that would enhance 
coopera�on and maintain order and serenity 
while engaging youths.

Expressing apprecia�on for their recogni�on of 
the council, the Chairman assured that his 
administra�on would support ini�a�ves 

Ikot Ekpene Chairman, AkwaPoly Forge
Partnership on Youth Skills Development

Pledges Over N100m Support  for Physically-Challenged Ar�ste Chris Vic
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Ini�a�ve and Governor Eno’s ARISE Agenda, especially on 
inclusivity. He pledged the Ministry ’s con�nued 
collabora�on with partners.

Also speaking, the Commissioner for Health, Dr. Ekem John, 
commended development partners and implemen�ng 
MDAs for their commitment, assuring that the Umo Eno 
administra�on remains focused on strengthening health 
facili�es to deliver quality and accessible services across the 
State.

Represen�ng UNFPA, the Coordinator and Head of Office, 
Cross River Sub-Office, Dr. Andrew Karima, lauded the 
strong partnership with the Akwa Ibom State Government, 
describing it as cri�cal to achieving improved reproduc�ve 
health and popula�on outcomes. An overview of the UNFPA 
and Norway projects was presented by the State UNFPA 
Focal Person, Dr. Aliyu Yakubu, who acknowledged 
government support and progress in the health sector.

The Director of Interna�onal Coopera�on and State UNFPA 
Programme Director, Dr. Uduak Ekong, outlined the 
objec�ves of the engagement, including reviewing 
implementa�on progress, addressing challenges, 
sharing best prac�ces and scaling up high-impact 
interven�ons.

The mee�ng featured partner presenta�ons on 
implementa�on reports and proposed 2026 ac�vi�es, 
with goodwill messages from key MDAs, Permanent 
Secretaries, senior officials and partners at the 
mee�ng reaffirmed their commitment to sustaining 
UNFPA and Norway-supported interven�ons in the 
State.

K
ey government officials, 
development partners and 
implemen�ng agencies, have 

converged at the Ministry of Budget 
and Economic Planning Conference 
Room, Uyo, for the 2025 Fourth 
Quarter UNFPA/Norway Supported 
Programme Coordina�on Mee�ng, 
to review implementa�on progress, 
val idate data and strengthen 
sustainability of interven�ons in 
Akwa Ibom State.

Declaring the mee�ng open, on 
M o n d a y,  D e c e m b e r  1 5 ,  t h e 
Commissioner for Budget and 
Economic Planning, Dr. Nsikan Nkan, 
said the session focused on assessing 
fourth-quarter UNFPA-supported ac�vi�es and Norway-
funded projects concluding in December 2025. He 
emphasised the importance of accurate, �mely and 
val idated data for planning,  accountabil ity and 
performance monitoring, urging implemen�ng partners to 
promptly submit reports and re�rement documents. Dr. 
Nkan thanked UNFPA and Norway for their con�nued 
support, no�ng alignment with Governor Umo Eno’s ARISE 
Agenda, par�cularly in the health sector.

Earlier, the Director of Economic Planning, Mr. O�obong 
Sambo, represen�ng the Permanent Secretary, welcomed 
par�cipants and reaffirmed the ministry’s coordina�ng role 
in ensuring State ownership, effec�ve supervision and 
sustainability of donor-funded programmes.

The Commissioner for Educa�on, Prof. Ubong Umoh, 
expressed apprecia�on to UNFPA and Norway for their 
posi�ve impact on the educa�on sector, highligh�ng the 
synergy between President Bola Tinubu’s Renewed Hope 

A'Ibom Reviews UNFPA/Norway Projects,
Reaffirms Commitment to ARISE Agenda 
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aimed at strengthening security and 
responding promptly to emerging challenges 
within Urue Offong/Oruko and neighbouring 
communi�es. He noted that the QIU’s 
opera�onal jurisdic�on covers the en�re Oro 

N a � o n  a n d  E ke t ,  m a k i n g 
c o o p e r a � o n  w i t h  l o c a l 
a u t h o r i � e s  e s s e n � a l  f o r 
effec�ve coverage.

The visit underscores ongoing 
efforts to enhance security 
infrastructure and foster closer 
working rela�onships between 
law enforcement and the local 
government, reinforcing the 
commitment of both par�es to 
maintaining peace and stability 
across the area.

Th e  C h a i r m a n  o f  U r u e 
O ff o n g / O r u k o  L o c a l 
Government Council, Rt. Hon. 

Uno E�m Uno, has assured the Quick 
Interven�on Unit (QIU), Eket Annex, of 
the council’s ongoing support in 
promo�ng peace, security, and 
community coopera�on.

Rt. Hon. Uno made the pledge on 
Tuesday, December 9, when the Unit 
Commander, CSP Iluobe Patrick, led 
his team on a familiarisa�on visit to 
the council secretariat.

Welcoming the QIU team,  the 
Chairman appreciated their proac�ve 
approach and stressed the importance 
of sustained collabora�on between 
the police, local government, and 
community stakeholders to ensure a safe and 
stable environment.

On his part, CSP Patrick highlighted strategies 

Urue Offong/Oruko: Uno Pledges
Support to QIU for Safer Communities

Says scheme will be replicated na�onwide
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In view of the rising costs associated 
with media opera�ons, including 
advert placements, live broadcasts, 

a n d  p u b l i c i t y,  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 
Informa�on has sought an increase in its 
overhead alloca�on for the 2026 fiscal 
year.

Making the request during a budget 
defence session held on Thursday, 
December 11, at the Akwa Ibom State 
H o u s e  o f  A s s e m b l y  t e m p o ra r y 
chambers in Luton Park, Uyo, the 
Commissioner,  Rt.  Hon. Aniekan 
Umanah, said  increment in the 
overhead cost will aid effec�ve media 
opera�ons.

Umanah, who presented the budget before the House 
Commi�ee on Appropria�on and Finance, chaired by 
Hon. Itoro E�m, the Member represen�ng Uruan State 
Cons�tuency, disclosed a proposed budget es�mate of 
N15,383,616,190.00 for the 2026 fiscal year.

The proposal according to him includes, revenue cost, 
personnel cost, overhead cost, and capital expenditure, 
stressing that the significant por�on of the budget was 
allocated to overhead costs, which are essen�al for the 
ministry's core opera�ons.

During the session, the Commissioner explained that the 
ministry had received N4,388,763,137.15 in 2025 budget 

releases, with addi�onal capital releases s�ll pending. He 
acknowledged the commi�ee's support and emphasised 
the importance of addressing the growing costs in media 
opera�ons to ensure that the ministry’s func�ons, such 
as public engagement, adver�sing, and media outreach, 
remain effec�ve and up-to-date.

He further stated that the increase in the overhead 
alloca�on was necessary to meet media publicity 
programmes, which are vital to the state's informa�on 
dissemina�on efforts.

Umanah expressed apprecia�on to the commi�ee for 
the opportunity to present the ministry's posi�on and 
pledged con�nuous collabora�on to ensure a seamless 

budget process for the 2026 fiscal year.

Hon. Itoro E�m, in her response, commended the 
ministry for its clear presenta�on and requested 
further clarifica�on on the ministry’s revenue 
genera�on strategies. She advised the ministry to 
formally submit its request for the proposed overhead 
increase in wri�ng to the commi�ee for further review.

Also in a�endance were the ministry’s Permanent 
Secretary, Akparawa James Edet, Mr. Aniekan Ukpong, 
Director of Informa�on and Public Communica�ons; 
Mrs. Inyang Mfon, Director of Accounts; Mr. Uwem Ben, 
Director of ICT and Technical Services; Mr. Nsikan 
Essien, Director of Adver�sing and Public Rela�ons, Mr. 
Edem Okon, Director of Strategy and New Media; Mr. 
Peter Antai, Director of PRS, as well as other staff 
members from the Accounts Directorate.

MOI Defends 2026 Budget Estimate 

Explains Ra�onale Behind ARISE Shopping City Establishment 

Seeks increased overhead alloca�on for effec�ve media opera�ons 
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concluded by praying for con�nued blessings for 
all.
Rt. Hon. Umanah also praised the Governor for 
fostering a fun, worker-friendly atmosphere, 
no�ng the improvement of the Christmas 
Unplugged celebra�on, especially with the new 
Pavilion for MDAs.

The Permanent Secretary,  Ministry  of 
Informa�on, Akparawa James Edet, lauded 
Governor Eno’s commitment to public service, 
ci�ng the Governor’s worker-focused ini�a�ves 
such as housing for civil servants, vehicles for 
permanent secretaries, a N80,000 minimum 

wage, and a range of other incen�ves. He further 
praised the Governor’s decision to appoint Mrs. 
Udofia, which he said would con�nue to improve the 
civil service in the State.

The evening ’s  fes�vi�es included a choral 
performance by the Civil Service Mass Choir, cultural 
dances, and an exci�ng dance compe��on, where 
winners were awarded cash prizes. Adding to the 
fes�ve atmosphere, the Head of Service led the 
permanent secretaries in a dance session.

The event was a�ended by key dignitaries, including 
permanent secretaries, directors, and civil servants 
from various MDAs, all contribu�ng to the success of 
the memorable celebra�on.

On Thursday, December 11, the Christmas 
Unplugged 3.0 grounds came alive with 
vibrant fes�vi�es as civil servants from 

various Ministries, Departments, and Agencies 
(MDAs) gathered at the Unity Park arena for the Civil 
Service Night. 

The evening was marked by entertainment, unity, and 
a deep sense of apprecia�on for the support provided 
by Governor Umo Eno to public servants in the State.

In her address, the Head of Civil Service, Mrs. Elsie 
Peters, commended Governor Eno for approving the 
night of celebra�on and suppor�ng ini�a�ves that 
enhance the working environment for civil servants. 
She also highlighted the recent approval of the 13th-
month salary, a move that has bolstered morale 
among public servants.

Mrs. Peters reiterated the ongoing commitment 
to the ARISE Agenda and thanked the Governor 
for the resources and peaceful atmosphere he 
has cul�vated to ensure op�mal service 
delivery. She also expressed her gra�tude to key 
figures including the Commissioner for Culture 
and Tourism, Dr. Anie� Udofia for organising the 
event, and the Commissioner for Informa�on, 
Rt. Hon. Aniekan Umanah, for suppor�ng the 
winners of the various displays.

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year in advance, Mrs. Peters 

Christmas Unplugged 3.0: HoS Commits
to ARISE Agenda at Civil Service Night 
Celebrates Governor’s support for public servants
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would boost small businesses and 
livelihoods.

O n  h i s  p a r t ,  t h e  M e m b e r 
r e p r e s e n � n g  U y o  S t a t e 
Cons�tuency, Hon. Uwemedimo 
Asuquo, described the project as 
�mely and transforma�ve, while 
the Councillor for Ikono 1 Ward 10, 
Hon. Idiongo Mbosowo, thanked 
t h e  C h a i r m a n  a n d  p l e d g e d 
con�nued community support.

Goodwill messages were delivered by 
community leaders, youths, and women 
groups, with the Village and Clan Head, 
Etebom Ikpe Okon, giving the vote of thanks.

The event was a�ended by the Vice 
Chairman, Hon. Chris�ana Essien; councillors 
led by Hon. Ekemini Bassey; Council 
Secretary, Mr. Ubong Udofia; Supervisors, 
Special Advisers and other stakeholders.

The Chairman of Uyo Local Government 
Area, Hon. Uwemedimo Udo, has 
ended six years of blackout in Ikot Obio 

Mkpong, Ikono Uyo, with the delivery of a 
500kVA electricity substa�on.

Speaking at the handover on Friday, 
December 12, Hon. Udo said the project 
under, 'Project Light Up Uyo,' reflects his 
administra�on’s commitment to addressing 
cri�cal infrastructure needs and ensuring 
that no community is le� 
behind. He emphasised 
that stable electricity is 
essen�al for economic 
growth, security and 
improved quality of life.

The Council Chairman 
n o t e d  t h a t  t h e 
interven�on responds to 
the community’s long-
s t a n d i n g  p o w e r 
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d 
expressed confidence 
that restored electricity 

Uyo: Chairman Brings Light 
After Six Years of Darkness
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par�cipants that project execu�on depends on 
available funds.

Addi�onally, the Director-General, Akwa Ibom 
State Fiscal Responsibility Board, Mr. Victor Edet, 
in a presenta�on �tled, 'Public par�cipa�on in 
budge�ng,'outlined the legal framework, 
benefits and procedures for ci�zen involvement, 
praising the strong stakeholder turnout in Essien 
Udim.

Meanwhile, the Director of Budget, Planning, 
Research and Sta�s�cs, Essien Udim, Mr. Edet 
Amamkpa,  reviewed the 2025 budget, 
h i g h l i g h � n g  w a r d - b y - w a r d  p r o j e c t s , 
implementa�on progress and proposals for 
rollover into 2026.

The engagement featured interac�ve sessions, 
project valida�on and nomina�on by ward 
stakeholders, with a�endance by council 
officials, tradi�onal rulers, security chiefs, 
poli�cal leaders and community representa�ves.

The Chairman of Essien Udim Local 
Government Area, Hon. N�edo Usoro, has 
r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a � o n ’s 

commitment to transparency and ci�zen 
par�cipa�on as the council commenced 
consulta�ons for its 2026 budget.

Speaking at the 2026 Budget Stakeholders 
Consulta�on/Ci�zens’ Engagement held on 
Friday, December 12, at the Council Secretariat, 
Afaha Ikot Ebak, the Chairman stated that the 
proposed budget, �tled “Budget of Unity and 
Transforma�on,” would priori�se human capital 
development and address the needs of 
communi�es across the area. He urged 
stakeholders to ac�vely par�cipate, emphasising 
that their input was essen�al to mee�ng 
cons�tu�onal and democra�c requirements.

Earlier, the Head of Planning, Research and 
Sta�s�cs, Ministry of Local Government and 
Chie�aincy Affairs, Mr. Patrick Iko�dem, 
commended the council for following due 
process in budget prepara�on and reminded 

Unveils N50m business grants

Essien Udim: Usoro Promotes Inclusive 2026 Budget Process
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GOVERNOR UMO ENO, PHD, WITH HIS COLLEAGUES AT THE PROGRESSIVE
GOVERNORS’ FORUM MEETING, HELD ON WED, 17 DECEMBER 2025.
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GOV ENO FLAGS OFF A 2-DAY CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP 
FOR HONOURABLE COUNCILLORS AT IBOM-LED
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GOV ENO PRESENTS CASH PRIZES TO ATHLETES WHO EXCELLED AT THE 2025 AKS 
SPORTS FESTIVAL AND THE NATIONAL YOUTH GAMES IN ASABA
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AKWA IBOM UNITY CONCERT
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CHRISTMAS UNPLUGGED 3.0 

IKOT ABASI LGA

IKONO LGA
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IKA LGA

CIVIL SERVICE DAY

CHRISTMAS UNPLUGGED 3.0 
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 IKOT EKPENE LGA

ITU LGA

CHRISTMAS UNPLUGGED 3.0 
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 INI LGA

MBO LGA

CHRISTMAS UNPLUGGED 3.0 
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